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 1. (African Americans ï Abolition) A Memorial to the Congress of the United States, on the Subject of 

Restraining the Increase of Slavery in New States to be Admitted into the Union. Prepared in 

Pursuance of a Vote of the Inhabitants of Boston and its Vicinity, Assembled at the State House, 

on the Third of December, A.D. 1819. 

      Boston: Sewell Phelps, Printer, 1819, first edition, octavo, 22 pages, stitched, untrimmed as issued, 

several corners dog-eared, short tears into foredge of titlepage and first leaf of text, else in very good, 

clean condition. 

 

      Daniel Webster headed the Committee which prepared this Memorial to Congress; its members also 

included George Blake, Josiah Quincy, James T. Austin, and John Gallison. The Memorial contains 

Websterôs earliest printed expressions concerning Slavery which grew out of the Crisis over Missouriôs 

admission to the Union. Webster supported a Congressional ban on new slave states. The Boston 

Memorial expressed Websterôs opinion that Congress was constitutionally empowered to exclude 

slavery in new States. Webster later, fearing dissolution of the Union, pulled back from this position 

when he supported the Compromise of 1850. Websterôs arguments in the Memorial became the 

philosophical doctrine of Free Soilers and Republicans in the 1840s and 1850s.  

      Dumond p. 29, LCP Afro-Americana Catalog, 6623, Sabin 47707, Work 330                       $ 450.00 

 

 



 

Martin Stowell 

 

 2. (African Americans ï Abolition- Underground Railroad) Hauptman, Leo Morgan, Martin Stowell 

      Peru, Nebraska: Peru State Teachers College, 1928, quarto, [13] 78 pp., typescript, bound in 

contemporary blue cloth, original photographic portrait frontispiece of Stowell, in very good clean 

condition. 

 

       This was apparently Hauptmanôs Masterôs Thesis; the original manuscript is at Peru State College 

Library in Peru, Nebraska. OCLC locates one copy. The manuscript uses quotes from first-hand letters 

and sources written by Stowell. One chapter is devoted to his impassioned speeches.  

 

           Martin Stowell (1824-1862) was born in Wales. Massachusetts and became a fervent advocate of 

temperance reform, womenôs suffrage and the anti-slavery movement at an early age. He took an active 

part in two of the famous slave rescues of the early 1850ôs, the first, the Jerry Rescue in Syracuse in 

1851, and the second the attempted rescue of Anthoiny Burns in Boston, 1854, where Stowell, in 

protest of the Fugitive Slave Act, under which Burns had been arrested, was part of a group that used 

a battering ram at the courthouse door and was arrested for the murder of a guard.  

 

          Kansas became a battleground over the expansion of slavery, the opposing forces, those that wanted 

a ñfreeò state and those who wanted to extend slavery, turned Kansas into a killing ground. Stowell 

became part of the ñEmigrant Aid Societyò which brought hundreds of like-minded emigrants to settle 

the territory. Stowell commanded a company on the settlement train that traveled 600 miles in 1856. 

He became a ñconductorò on the Underground Railroad helping provide escaped slaves with safe 

passage across the Missouri River. When a $ 500 bounty was placed upon his head by pro-slavery 

forces, Stowell left for Peru, Nebraska to be near the Kansas line. From 1856 to 1861 he established 

and operated a station of the Underground Railroad there and was visited by John Brown on several 

occasions.  

 

         During the Civil War Stowell served in the Curtis Horse, later known as the Fifth Iowa Cavalry, he was 

killed in action in an engagement in Paris, Tennessee, on March 11, 1862.                           $ 650.00 

 



 
 

 3. (African Americans ï Folk Art) Brown, Caleb [?] ñA Free Manò 

      Folk art or naïve watercolor on paper, circa 1868, measuring approximately 7 x 7 inches, watercolor on 

paper, in four colors, executed on the verso of a portion of a nineteenth century colored print, the paper 

is brittle and tanned, and with self-evident condition problems, significant chipping with portions missing 

(see image), it is also stained. It bears the remains of a signature at the lower right-hand corner of 

Caleb Brown and the date of 1868. 

 

      Caleb Brown was likely a formerly enslaved man, and his watercolor is a poignant and evocative 

expression, in visual form, of Mr. Brownôs thoughts upon his newly won freedom. The image depicts 

Brown, splitting his own wood, on his own land, his own home, horse and property surrounding him. 

His two small children stand nearby with the family dog. In short, it depicts Caleb Brown, free man, in 

pursuit of his own ñhappinessò, determining his own destiny, and realizing the fruits of his labors. The 

image was likely tacked to the walls of Brownôs cabin. 

$ 1250.00 

       



 
 

 

 4. (Astronomy) The Aurora Borealis, or An Investigation into the Causes, and A Solution Offered for 

the Polar Lights. By a Mechanic. 

      Canajoharie: Printed by A. V. Putman, [i.e. Putnam], 1835, first edition, octavo, 69, [3] pp., wood 

engraving, headed ñAurora Borealisò before p. 25, lacking wrappers, removed from bound pamphlet 

volume, occasional spotting to text, else a very good copy.  



 
 

      A rare pamphlet in which the unknown author, a self-described ñmechanicò, presents his theories on 

the nature and causes of the Aurora Borealis or northern lights.  

       American Imprints 30139, one location, NN, OCLC locates three copies, (including the New York Public 

copy cited in American Imprints) one of which is described as very defective, none of these entries 

mention the plate in this work.                                                                             

                                                         $ 1500.00 



 
 

 5. (Art) Catalogue of the Twelfth Exhibition of Paintings in the Athenaeum Gallery. MDCCCXXXVIII.  

              Boston: John H. Eastburn, printer, [1838] octavo, 8-page pamphlet, original green printed paper 

wrappers, ex-library, handstamp on first page of text, some minor wear to wrappers, ink stain along 

top edge of first page of text, otherwise very good.                                                       $ 100.00 

 



 
 

   6. (Art) Verplanck, Gulian C., Address, Delivered before the American Academy of Fine Arts. 

               New York: Charles Wiley, 1824, octavo, engraved portrait by Asher B. Durand, on titlepage, [1], 

45, [1], [2] pp., removed from bound volume of pamphlets, text somewhat tanned, light foxing, ink 

stamp of the Merwin Clayton Sales Company, on first page of text, else very good. The engraving 

is of the bust, belonging to the American Academy of the Fine Arts, of the artist Benjamin West. 

See Catalogue of the engraved works of Asher B. Durand, 1895, no. 117, Vignette, p. [3], signed: 

A [i.e., Alexander Anderson]. American Imprints 19139                                               $ 125.00 



 
 

 7. Bell, Alexander Graham, Establishment for the Study of Vocal Physiology: For the Correction of 

Stammering, and other Defects of Utterance; and for Practical Instruction in ñVisible Speech.ò 

35 West Newton Street, Boston, Mass.  

      Boston: Printed by Rand, Avery, and Company, 1872, octavo, 16 pages, original printed wrappers, 

removed from bound volume of pamphlets, very good.                                                     $ 300.00 

 



 
 

 8. Bell, Alexander Graham, On The Nature and Uses of Visible Speech. Extracted, by Permission, from 

the ñOld and Newò.  

      Boston: Printed by Rand, Avery, and Co., 1872, octavo, 8 pages, original printed paper wrappers, 

removed from bound volume of pamphlets, some adhesive residue along left hand side of front 

wrapper, else very good.                                                                                                   $ 300.00                                              

  

      The above two works deal with Alexander Graham Bellôs work in hearing and speech. Bellôs father, 

Alexander Melville Bell, had spent years analyzing vocal sounds to develop a complete and universally 

applicable system of phonetic notation. The younger Bell became adept in the system which his father 

called Visible Speech and helped win acclaim for it by public demonstrations. More than one observer 

pointed out its potential for teaching speech to the deaf. In 1868 Bell put the suggestion to the test with 

four girls at a private school in London, the experiment was a success.  

 

       Bell and his father emigrated to Canada in 1870 and in 1871 introduced Visible Speech in Boston, its 

success led to Bellôs establishment of private teacher training classes in Visible Speech in 1872.  

 

      Bell, in addition to teaching also began studying acoustics and attending lectures at the Institute of 

Technology (now MIT). His experiments there, especially collaborating with a physician to construct a 

phonautograph based on the operation of the human ear, gave him the idea for the electric telephone 



and influenced his work on sound recording. All of which grew directly from his interest in helping the 

deaf to speak. 

 

      American National Biography, volume 2, pp., 496-500 

 

 

 
 

 9. (Books) (Bentley, William) Catalogue of That Part of the Late Dr. Bentleyôs Library, Not Bequeathed 

to Literary Institutions, to be Sold by Auction, On Wednesday and Thursday, June 14 and 15, 

1820, At 9 oôclock, A.M. and 3 P.M. at Blake & Cunninghamôs Office, No. 5, Kilby Street, Boston. 

      Boston: Printed by Crocker & Brewster, 1820, octavo, 28 pages, disbound, retains original front plain 

paper wrap, ex-library, small duplicate stamp on title page, some light foxing, else good. The inside of 

the front wrapper contains an advertisement of books sold by Lincoln & Edmands, at their Bible 

Warehouse.  

 

       The catalog consists of 982 lots of books, pamphlets, and newspapers on a wide range of topics and 

subjects. American Imprints 397, five locations, McKay, American Book Auction Catalogs, 1713-1934, 

188                                                                                                                                        $ 150.00 

 



 
 

10. (Books) Catalogue of the Library of the Late Rev. Paschal N. Strong, to be Sold at Public Auction 

on the 9th and 10th of May ensuing, at Broadway, New York, by John T. Boyd & Co. 

       New York: Printed by J. Seymour, 1826, 12mo, 24-page pamphlet, sewn as issued, edges untrimmed, 

some light foxing, hole in last leaf affecting some text, bottom right corners slightly dog-eared, else a 

good, clean copy. Catalog of the sale of Rev. Strongôs library consisting mainly of religious and 

theological works.  

      American Imprints 26151, two locations: NNG, PMA. See Sabin 93067, not in McKay.        $ 175.00 

 



 
 

11. (Books) Catalogue of a Collection of Scarce and Rare Books, Pamphlets, Old Papers, 

Engravings, Colonial and Continental Bills, Also, A Few Rare Coins and Medals, and a Fine Coin 

Cabinet, to be Sold at Auction by Leonard & Co., Auctioneers, 49 & 50 Bromfield St., Boston, on 

Tuesday, December 18, 1866, at 10 oôclock A. M. é 

      Boston: Printed at the Herald Job Office, 1866, octavo, 17 pages, in very good clean condition. The 

sale consisted of 349 lots of books pamphlets, ephemera, coins, and tokens. McKay 1178 

$ 100.00 

 



 
 

12. (Books) Catalogue of The Splendid and Valuable Private Library of the late Rev. John B. Romeyn, 

D.D. of New York; To be Sold At the New York Public Sales Room, No. 80 Broadway, Two Doors 

from Wall Street, by Thomas Bell & Co. The Sale to Commence On Tuesday Evening, 10th of May 

next. 

       New York: April, 1825, octavo, [2], 54 pages, self-wraps, edges untrimmed, some dust soiling, and light 

foxing, light damp stain to text, else a good copy. American Imprints 22122, three locations, McKay 201 

$ 150.00 



 
 

 

13. (Canada) MacCarthy, Joseph Henri Augustus de, Ode Aux Souverains De LôAncien Monde Sur La 

Croisade Actuelle 

      [Montreal?] Du Nouveau Monde LôAn de Notre Seigneur, 1806, Le jour des Rois, octavo, 16-page 

pamphlet, sewn as issued, some dust soiling to half-title, Royal Arms of England printed on p. 3, minor 

wear to edges and extremities, else very good. 

 

      Probably printed in Montreal. Le Comte Joseph Henri Auguste MacCarthy was a Canadian writer during 

the first decade of the nineteenth century whose work was published in Quebec and Montreal. See 

OôBrien, M. J., The MacCarthys in early American history, 1921, p. 285. See American Imprints 10759 

$ 250.00 



 
 

14. (China) Carter. Benjamin Bowen (1771-1831) Group of Three Autograph Letters Signed written by 

Dr. Benjamin Bowen Carter, China Trader, and the First American to Learn Chinese written on 

a China Trade Voyage, Canton, New Holland, Australia, and ñAt Seaò, 1799-1800 

      Folio, 18 pages in ink, on 10 loose leaves, these letters were evidently retained copies, apparently 

excised from a letter-copy book, some marginal defects minor tears and punctures to several leaves, 

some chipping, but no loss of text. The letters are written on 18th century paper of American 

manufacture, made by C & E Burbank, of Massachusetts. See Gravell, A Catalogue of American 

Watermarks 1690-1835, 30, figs 124-125. 

 

 

      Three retained copies of letters by Benjamin Bowen Carter a Rhode Islander who studied Chinese in 

Canton and Europe and promoted the study of Chinese in America. Carter is said to be the first 

American to learn to read, speak and write Chinese. Carter is also, according to some scholars, 

Americaôs first Sinologist. Carter also employed his linguistic skills in aid of American diplomacy in 

China at the time. Carter wrote these letters while engaged as a doctor and supercargo aboard the Ann 

& Hope, a China Trade vessel owned by his brother-in-law Nicholas Brownôs firm Brown and Ives. 

Carter undertook a series of five voyages to China for Brown and Ives, the letters offered here were 

written on Carterôs and the Ann & Hopeôs second voyage to China which lasted from August 1799 to 

August 1800. Carter kept a series of four logbooks aboard the Ann & Hope between 1798 and 1800, 

all of which are currently held at the Rhode Island Historical Society along with most of Carterôs 

surviving manuscripts. https://www.rihs.org/mssinv/Mss336.htm 

 

       The letters are frank and revealing about Carterôs character and views written both aboard the ship 

Ann & Hope and also while in China, covering the voyage, the international scene in Canton, the 

citizens of Providence, and more. Carter criticizes and disparages his hometown of Providence and 

https://www.rihs.org/mssinv/Mss336.htm


especially its inhabitants. Carter praises the international and cosmopolitan nature of life in Canton 

where he seems to have been very happy.  

 

      Benjamin Bowen Carter was the son of John Carter, printer and journalist, born in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, in 1745. After an apprenticeship with Benjamin Franklin, Carter moved in 1767 to 

Providence, Rhode Island and began work with the Providence Gazette, the weekly newspaper 

operated by William Goddard with his sister Mary Katherine Goddard, and their mother, Sarah Goddard. 

When William Goddard moved to Philadelphia in 1768, Carter purchased the Gazette, producing the 

paper until near his death in 1814. From 1773 to 1779, Carter partnered with William Wilkinson, and 

the press operated under the name Carter and Wilkinson. From 1772 until 1792 Carter served as the 

first Postmaster of Providence Commissioned by his former employer, Benjamin Franklin, who was 

Postmaster-General). During the Revolutionary War, he served on the Committee of Correspondence. 

In 1769, John Carter married Amey Crawford (1744-1806), daughter of Captain John Crawford of 

Providence. They had twelve children, nine of whom survived into adulthood. Ann Carter, their eldest 

daughter, married Nicholas Brown of Providence (they were the parents of John Carter Brown). Their 

eldest son, Benjamin Bowen Carter, studied medicine under Dr. Benjamin Rush and practiced medicine 

for a short time in Connecticut. He spent most of his career as a doctor and supercargo for the Brown 

family on many China trade voyages, on the ship Ann & Hope. Carter was the first American to learn 

to read, write and speak Chinese which he learned while in Canton.  

 

       Carter was born in Providence on December 16 1771 and proved himself to be an excellent student 

as a boy. He entered Rhode Island College in 1782 at the age of just eleven, was instructed in 

languages and in the arts and sciences, and received a bachelorôs degree in 1786. He remained at 

Rhode Island College where he obtained his masterôs degree in 1789.   

      Carter then studied medicine at Rhode Island College for two years (1789-1791) and then enrolled at 

the Medical College of Philadelphia (now the University of Pennsylvania Medical School) and 

Pennsylvania Hospital, where he completed his medical education under the supervision of Dr. 

Benjamin Rush (1746-1813). He practiced medicine in Woodstock, Connecticut, Charles, South 

Carolina, and Savanna, Georgia between 1792 and early 1796, before returning to Providence 

sometime prior to February 1796. The frequency of Carterôs moves suggests that he was dissatisfied 

with his career. Between 1796 and 1798 he was appointed by Providenceôs school committee to open 

a school, the Providence Academy, for the local youth. 

 

       The year 1798 constituted a turning point in Carterôs life. In mid-January he decided to serve as shipôs 

surgeon aboard the Ann and Hope, which had recently been built by Brown & Ives for the China trade. 

Carter obtained a privilege of one ton, enabling him to become a trader in his own right. This privileges 

was increased to two tons on his second voyage. + He was aware that participation in the Canton trade 

had the potential to be highly remunerative. The great economic benefits brought to America by the 

Canton trade were prominently recounted in newspapers. For example, his fatherôs paper, the 

Providence Gazette carried timely reports on the voyages of the Empress of China in 1784-85, and the 

General Washington in 1788-89. Aside from the considerations of career and wealth Carter likely 

viewed it as something of an adventure. His brothers Crawford (1782-1868) and William (1785-1821) 

also engaged in the Canton trade. After voyages taking him to China, Australia, and the Netherlands, 

he retired from the sea in 1807, then lived in London and Paris where he continued his studies of 

Chinese linguistics. He eventually returned to New York City, where he died in 1831. 

 

       Immediately after its maiden voyage, the Ann and Hope sailed again from Providence on August 9th, 

1799, as Carter notes in one of these letters. Carter again served as surgeon under Master Christopher 

Bentley. The three letters offered here, only one of which is dated, were composed over the course of 



this second voyage. Two are addressed to a brother and sister back home in Providence and to one 

Richard Folwell, a Philadelphia doctor and author (and former Providence resident). They mainly 

discuss the voyage, the scene in Canton, his brotherôs welfare and future, and Carterôs take on the 

state of Providence. The Ann and Hope reached China on January 23rd, 1800ð167 days after leaving 

Providenceðby way of Brazil, the Cape of Good Hope, and the Tasman Sea. In his letter to his brother, 

written ñAt seaò in the fall of 1799, Carter counsels him to not become a sailor, describing the treachery 

and psychology of sailors (ña lowlife group with bad habitsò). Instead, he urges him to ñendeavor to get 

into some good business on shore.ò He spends much time chiding his brother for his tendency to 

oversleep (ñ[it is] injurious to your mental and bodily facultiesò) and recommends that he ñdedicate more 

of [his] time to reading good books.ò The considerable extent to which Carter advises his brother reflects 

his worry about both his brotherôs development and also the degree to which he thinks Providence a 

bad influence. 

 

     Carter also offers in this letter a glimpse of life in Canton, where many nationalities, races, and religions 

live in harmony and his tendencies to Cosmopolitanism seem to have been encouraged:  

 

      ñHere we dwell with and converse on the most intimate footing with people of all nations and languages 

with chieftains, Mahometans, Pageants & Jews, with Americans, English, Dutch, & Swedes with the 

swarthy inhabitants of Bengal the Malabar and Coromandel coast, with Tartars, Moors, Saracens, 

Armenians, Persians, Arabians, Turks & Grecians, and all the oriental tribes of religious manners and 

customs differing widely from each other, yet all in the greatest harmony, each one making allowances 

for national peculiarities and living together with the greatest good humor and pleasantry, whereas the 

surly people of Providence can hardly be restrained from cutting each others throats.ò 

 

             In the letter to his sister, which is undated, Carter notes passing ñthe western shore of New Holland 

[Australia],ò which the Ann and Hope is known to have passed during the 1799ï1800 voyage. Touching 

on his recent visit to China, Carter describes ñthe belles of Canton with their small feetéthe absurd 

practice of crippling the feet destroys the ease and gracefulness of walking, and accordingly their gate 

is awkward in the extreme, though they have black eyes and pretty faces.ò Alluding to the ever-present 

dangers of life at sea, he comments that he is glad his sister ñdid not ship in the Ann & Hope as you 

talked,ò as the crew has ñbeen twice called to quarters expecting an engagement with the enemy, and 

if our force had been equal to theirs we would have hazarded a battle rather than have been taken.ò In 

his letter to Falwell (also undated), Carter notes leaving Providence on August 9th, 1799, and mentions 

a tense moment the very next day when the Ann and Hope was boarded by two British frigates, Boston 

and Cleopatra, and eventually allowed to proceed. In his letters to both his brother and Folwell, Carter 

goes to great lengths to speak his mind regarding his native city (ñWere it not for a very few friends I 

have in Providence, I would never desire to see that place againò) and its inhabitants (ñProvidence 

bruteséò), including the cityôs religious men (ñOur clergy are perhaps the most unprincipled men in 

existenceò). He spills much ink charting what he takes to be the cityôs decline and sometimes quotes 

poetry as well as lines of Latin by Horace and others. 

 

      Sample Quotes: 

 

ñAt Sea, Lat. 41, 57ô, S. Long, 108, 35ô Eastò; 31 October 1799  

 

           ñDear Brother,  

 

             I have no doubt but that this is the first letter you ever received from the AntipodeséTo maintain 

the existence of the Antipodes in the dark ages of ecclesiastical bigotry would have been deemed 



treasonable. When Gasendi and Gallileo made this assertion his holiness the Pope fulminated his bull 

of excommunication against theméIf you can get your living on shore neveréthink of becoming a 

sailor. It is one of the most arduous occupations a person can undertake. You must go before the mast 

a number of years and suffer every thing before you get promoted, and even after you have mastered 

the business and become capable, promotion is very uncertainéthe most worthless fellows always 

supplant their betters.ò 

 

             ñ[It is] sometimes scorching under the Equitorial line, and sometimes freezing on the coast of New 

Hollandéif you cannot obtain your living on shore it is preferable to submit to these [?] evils, rather 

than to live in poverty and dependence which is the true reason why so many go to sea. Many sailors 

are generally though not always men of desperate fortunes or addicted to some vices which prevent 

their living on shore or banished from their native country for crimes, or men whose education has been 

neglected for crimes, or men whose education has been neglected in their youth and being by this 

reason disqualified from making a figure on the land they embrace this life as their ultima ratio. But you 

have nothing to compel you to the seas, and therefore ought not to go in my opinion if you regard your 

life or future prospects in the world.ò 

 

             ñOne argument against your being a sailor which weighs stronger in my mind than many others is 

that there is served out on board most ships a daily allowance of rum. Thus a foundation is laid for one 

of the worst habits a person can be addicted to. This habit sailors carry on shore with them and thinking 

because they have suffered much, they have a right to enjoy themselves, they run into the greatest 

excesseséavoid the sea and the company of sailorséThe sea is covered with enemies (for they 

deserve to be so named) and your life and property if you become a sailor are at their disposal.ò 

 

             ñWhen a young man is about entering life, his conduct is narrowly watched especially by his 

enemies. All his faults are noted down and he is charged with many imaginary ones which he is not 

guilty of. These malicious people who are entirely destitute of merit and wish to make others similar to 

themselves will hurt him like an evil genius and propogate reports to his injuryéThey will appear 

sociable and complacent the better to throw you off your guard and then basely sacrifice your reputation 

to build up their own or that of their friends.ò  

 

              ñAt least I hope you will be more upon your guard against the artifice and villainy of mankind and 

that you will profit by those lessons you receive daily in Providence where you may see mankind in the 

most deformed light. In that town roguery seems arrived at its acme and a long practice in the arts of 

deception has given our people a second nature, whence such numbers of them seek their livelihood 

by begging, robing, stealing, cheatingéflatteringéforswearing, forging, gaming, lying, fawning, 

hectoringéscribbling, stargazingéwhoring, canting, libelling, freethinking, and the like occupations.ò 

 

            ñSome philosophers I know deny that water can be heated beyond the ordinary boiling point. I do 

not question however but that some happy genius may yet discover a method of increasing the heat 

which would be a valuable discovery as the throats of our Providence people like their consciences are 

[?] hardened and so callous that boiling water will prove a sufficient stimulus. One would be apt to think 

that the throats of our Providence folks as well as their faces were sheathed with brass or sole leatheréI 

intend shortly to publish a treatise wherein I shall endeavor to prove the beneficial effects of tea on the 

human constitution.ò 

 

           ñYesterday I dined in company with some of the first people of Canton by whom I am much noticed. 

Though I am considered as an obscene fellow by your low ill bred Providence wretches and am hardly 

noticed as I pass the streets there yet I always find myself caressed by people of the first distinction 



abroad. We live very agreeably at the factories in Canton in a circle of [?] company in the place whose 

ideas are as much exalted above the instinct of your Providence brutes.ò 

 

               ñThe house of God which in Christian countries is usually consecrated to religious purposes alone 

in Providence seems to have forgotten its original institution, there our clergyélet loose the dogs of 

war, there the pulpit which ought to be an oracle of peace according to the doctrine of our Savior 

breathes forth war & slaughter, rouses the irritable passions of mankind to a thirst for blood or [?] over 

their detestible crimes. How often in Providence have I see the sacred temples of the most high 

wantonly prophaned by the lowest buffooneryéSo deeply are we immersed in wickedness that it will 

require the labours of another Hercules to cleanse this Augean Stable of its impurities.ò 

 

      [Canton, China; ca. January 1800] ñTo Mr. Rd. Folwell 

 

               You will no doubt be surprised at receiving a letter from this remote region but however 

unexpected my intrusion may be yet I cannot forebear by the present opportunity of returning My thanks 

for sending me your history of the yellow fever, which raged in Philadelphia last year. Mr. Dukey brought 

the books as far as Newport, but being mislaid in the sloop I did not receive them until within a few days 

of our sailing for Cantonéit is the most rational and candid account of the fever which I have read free 

from that Bigoted prejudice to theoretical systems which deforms the writings of modern Physicians 

and thins the ranks of their patients. The repeated attacks which not only Philadelphia but all our 

populous cities have sustained from pestilential fevers will I apprehend prove an obstacle to commerce, 

it will ween the Americans from crowding together into cities and attach them more strongly to a country 

life. é  

 

          I will however inform you that the Ann & Hope C. Bentley master sailed from Providence August 9, 

1799 in which ship I embarked in my former capacity. The next day after putting to sea we were boarded 

by the Cleopatra and the Boston, two British frigates of thirty two guns each who after overhauling 

permitted us to proceedéGoing round New Holland [Australia] and thence round all the Eastern 

Islandséran down to MacaoéNotwithstanding the length and weariness of the voyage, the rough 

weather and tempests we encountered and the fatigues and dangers of a seafaring life; yet we passed 

our time agreeably enough. é How earnestly I desire to see the day when I shall be independent, when 

I can call my time my own and shall no longer be subject to the whim and caprice of mortals or the futile 

Goddess of fortune who has hitherto delighted to keep me at the bottom of the wheel making herself 

merry at my mean condition and whose unaccountable freaks and humours have hitherto pursued me 

with mishaps through life. I should be glad to put it out of the power of the old Jade to play me any more 

pranksé 

 

             Since you resided in Providence our people have been growing worse & worse, the good 

inhabitants mostly removing to other countries and leaving the dregs and refuse of the town behind. 

These have been largely reinforced by hordes of emigrants the scum & sweepings of the neighboring 

states, the most hardened ruffians who being out lawed at home and compelled to fly to save their 

necks from the halter and being attracted by a chemical affinity have settled in Providence where they 

openly practice the most abominable frauds and grow rich. We have increased in numbers it is true 

since you left our town but such a motley unprincipled crew were perhaps never huddled together 

before. Indeed the bulk of our Providence people seem to be so entirely destitute of any principle of 

honor or honesty that I scruple not to pronounce them the worst people on earth, so little regard is paid 

by them to truth or religion. In that place the words merit, honour and honesty are banished from the 

language and consummate baseness, villainy and fraud substituted in their room, and Foreign 

gentlemen who have resided among us denominate us a heterogenous crew of ignorant ruffians, who 



are destitute of any other knowledge except a despicable knack of defrauding each other and a species 

of low chicanery. In these arts I must confess we are adepts our faith and Ignorance being proverbial 

abroad like the Carthagenian. In Providence a set of pimping priests of the most abandoned character 

reign uncontrolled with lawless sway, they dictate the political as well as religious principles of the times  

and lead our poor hen pecked animals by the nose at pleasure. The people of Providence have not the 

courage to adopt any other Ideas or Sentiments but what receive the sanction of the clergy from whose 

decision they dare not swerve.  Our clergy are perhaps the most unprincipaled men in existenceéOur 

priest are the grossest idolaterséworshipping gold and silveré 

 

             Yesterday I dined in company with some of the first people of Canton by whom I am much noticed. 

Though I am considered as an obscure fellow by your low ill bred Providence wretches and am hardly 

noticed as I pass the streets there yet I always find myself caressed by people of the first distinction 

abroad. We live very agreeably at the factories in Canton in a circle of the first company in the place 

whose Ideas are as much exalted above the instinct of your Providence brutes as you can imagine. 

Here we dwell with and converse on the most intimate footing with people of all nations and languages 

with Christians, Mahometans, Pagans & Jews, with Americans, English Dutch & Swedes, with the 

Swarthy inhabitants of Bengal the Malabar and Coromandel coast, with Tartars Moors, Saracens, 

Armenians, Persians, Arabians, Turks & Grecians and all the oriental tribes of religious manners and 

customs differing widely from each other yet all in the greatest harmony, each one making allowances 

for national peculiarities and living together with the greatest good humor and pleasantry, whereas the 

surly people of Providence can hardly be restrained from cutting each others throats or what is worse 

tearing each others characters to pieces or trampling upon order and governmenté 

 

             Overpursuaded to return home on a visit, I unfortunately consented. Hinc prima mali labes, hence 

the origin of my misfortunes. The inhabitants of Providence thinking I had returned to dwell permanently 

among them entered into a conspiring with the priests against me and but too well effectuated their 

diabolical purpose. I had supposed myself too mean a mark for them to level their poisoned arrows 

againstébut in this I was deceived, their malice being unbounded and their aim sure.ò 

 

       ñNew Hollandò; ca. February 1800 

 

       ñDear Sister 

 

          éMy friends have frequently complained that I do not write them letters when I am abroadéYou 

would be extremely diverted to see the belles of Canton hobbling along on their small feetétheir gate 

is awkward in the extreme, though they have black eyes and pretty faceséIs the old Sail lane thronged 

with the gossips of Providence yet?éMethinks I see you doing penance for your sins confined to a tea 

table and swallowing large draughts of liquid fireéI was glad that you did not ship in the Ann & Hope 

as you talked since we have been twice called to quarters expecting an engagement with the enemy, 

and if our force had been equal to theirs we would have hazarded a battle rather than have been 

takenéPS We are nearly up with the Western shore of New Holland [Australia].ò 

$ 4500.00 
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 15. (Civil War) Coe, William H., ñMilitary Diary ï And History of my service in the Army & Navy of the 

U.S. 1861 to 1865ò ï ñA Transcript of dates and some incidents from the Diary of William Henry 

Coe, of Lima, Livingston Co. New York, Who was late a Private Co. ñGô 27th Regt. N. Y. Vol. 

Infantry, Delegate U. S. Christian Commission, Medical Cadet U.S. Army, Act. Assistant Surgeon 

U.S. Navy; All coming within the dates of April 1861, and June 1865. War of the rebellion.ò  

      Quarto, 196 manuscript pages, two inlaid letters by Coe and several related ephemeral items, bound in 

contemporary ½ red leather and marbled boards, back strip worn front outer hinge weak, text in very 

good, clean and legible condition. 



 

 
 

       The diary of William H. Coe is an excellent and an unusual one, filled with well written descriptive detail 

providing an account of Coeôs Civil War service in three separate branches ï first as a soldier with the 

27th New York Regiment from 1861 until November 1863 when he was discharged on medical disability.  

Coe served at the First Battle of Bull Run and in McClellanôs Richmond campaign. He became gravely 

ill after the Richmond campaign and was transferred after its failure to the United States General or 

ñSatterleeò Hospital in West Philadelphia. He provides an interesting account and description of the 

hospital and his regimen of care. After his discharge Coe decided to study medicine, first with a doctor 

in his hometown of Lima, New York, he subsequently attended medical lectures at the University of 

Michigan in Ann Arbor. Coe then became a delegate with the Christian Commission in Alexandria, 

Virginia, helping care for wounded and sick soldiers in the hospitals there. While doing so he continued 

his studies and applied for acceptance as a medical cadet in the army, this was accepted, and he began 

work at the U.S. Hospital in Beverley, New Jersey in 1864. In January 1865, Coe applied for acceptance 

as an assistant surgeon with the United States Navy, which was accepted. Coe then served the 

remainder of the war off Charleston, South Carolina aboard the U.S.S. John Adams. Coe provides 

excellent descriptions of blockade duty, the evacuation and capture of Charleston, the celebration in 

Charleston at the end of the war, and the reaction to the news of Lincolnôs assassination there.  

      After Coeôs return to civilian life in June 1865 he became a doctor in Auburn, New York.  

 

       Dr. Coeôs narrative was compiled from his original war time diaries at some point in the 1890ôs, 

providing the following statement at the beginning of his account: 

 

       ñDuring the Rebellion, or War between the States ï 1861 and 1865 ï in the United States of American, 

in which I was a participant for nearly three years, in three departments of military service, and one 

auxiliary, I kept a daily journal of some of the events in which I was engaged during much of this time. 

These records were made in blank books which I carried in my knapsacké After holding these diaries 

now for more than 30 years, and again reviewing them, I find a large part of the written matter therein 



is of no account, and never will be to anyone, besides much of the material concerned only my personal 

surrounding, which at the time made did well enough, but with the close of the war & the flight of time, 

I, then a boy, but now  a man, have outgrown the records as a boy out grows his pants ï these original 

records as now standing, can not be understood by any one elseéò  

 

       Coe mentions his ñMemoirsò in notes to sections of his diary. Neither Coeôs Memoirs nor his diary 

appear to have ever been published, although Coe seems to have been preparing his diary for 

publication.  

 

      Coeôs account begins on April 12, 1861, when he was a twenty-year-old student at Genesee Wesleyan 

Seminary in Lima, Livingston County, New York. After the bombardment of Fort Sumter and the 

commencement of hostilities a company of student volunteers was organized at the school on April 

23rd. 

 

      ñApr. 23 ñIn response to the call by Gov. E. D. Morgan of New York State a Co. list of volunteer students  

started on campus of G. W. Seminary Lima N.Y. My name 2nd on that list of those who stuck & went to 

the seat of war.  This the 1st Co. of Volunteers from Lima, Livingston Co. N.Y.ò  

 

      ñApr. 24 Laid aside my books, ceased study, getting ready for war.ò  

 

       Coe and his fellow volunteers spent the next week in drill in Lima, they were paid a dollar a day by the 

citizens of Lima, and on May 7th they were mustered into service by the State. 

 

       ñMay 7 Our Company of Volunteers, having been tendered to the Governor of New York State, Edwin 

D. Morgan we are accepted by him and the date of our ñEnrollmentò or enlistment dates from this date, 

May 7, 1861ò 

 

       On May 11th Coe and his unit are ordered to proceed to Elmira rendezvous, on reaching Corning they 

were ordered to halt and quarter in the state Arsenal, where they remained until May 28th engaged in 

drilling and guard duty. On the 28th they were ordered on to Elmira where they remained until June 30th. 

    

       ñMay 28 Elmira rendezvous ï 9 other companies, from various parts of New York state, put with ours 

from Lima, & made up a Regiment of nearly 1000 men. Called the ñUnion Reg.ò Numbered 27; our 

company called Co. ñGò. éò 

 

       ñJuly 1 Elmira Fairgrounds ï The Reg. received uniform clothing to day from the Government; till now 

we have worn our own clothing, such as we left home in ï Before this we have been a lot of rag-a-

muffins, heads up, tails out. We now feel better.ò 

 

       On July 5th the regiment was sworn in to U. S. service, for 2 years, at $ 11.00 per month. On July 10 th 

orders are received to begin march ñto the seat of war,ò and they reach Washington on July 12th. 

 

       ñJuly 11 Harrisburgh, Pa. in early morning, and Baltimore, Md. In p.m. where we unload, form in line, 

without a bullet in our muskets we marched through that rebel city unmolested; though on a week day, 

still the town was dead as on any Sunday. We re-enter cars on the south side of Baltimore é & reach 

Washington in the evening ï very tired.ò 

        The men camp in ñCamp Andersonò located in Franklin Square between 13th and 14th streets, and are 

quartered in board shanties. Here they remain until the 16th engaged in drill, guard duty and target 

practice. On the 16th orders are given to march to Virginia. 



 

       ñJuly 16 Soon after noon orders came to prepare to march in ñlight orderò; to carry 3 days rations, cup. 

Blanket & an extra pair of socks. Fell in ï whole Regt. Except Co. cooks ï marched out of Washington 

singing the ñStar Spangled Banner.ò Crossed the Potomac over the long bridgeé Passed Arlington 

Heights on south side of Potomac where are many fortifications; marched in S.W. direction over the 

Columbia turnpike till we struck the Little River turnpike at Bentons tavern, then took the latter road 

towards Fairfax C.H. Marched till about midnight, & then filed off the road into a pasture field somewhere 

in the vicinity of Anandale, stacked arms & ordered to lie down é This is our first march in real war, 

going to fight the Enemy éò 

   

       ñJuly 17 On March é again till a little after noon we drew near Fairfax C,H. Our Cavalry charged ahead; 

the enemy evacuated leaving their dinners uneaten. The rebel flag on the court house replaced by the 

union flag. Went into camp here. Soldiers given liberty, - ñfreedom of the townò - & they ransacked every 

where. This the first chance to forage on the enemy ï fresh meat, ice, honey, store goods, garden truck 

were taken.ò  

  

      ñJuly 18 Fairfax C.H. ï March. Camped here till noon today. Roads in places blocked by the enemy by 

felled trees to hinder our progress. Bridges torn up. Toom the Warrenton road leading towards 

Centervilleé Our whole brigade with us, and Gen. McDowellôs army around & about us getting ready 

for a great fight with the enemyéò 

 

       ñJuly 19 Camp near Centerville, Va. Slept beside our arms in open ground. Caled to arms twice during 

the night by false alarm from pickets in front. é A squad of prisoners taken in a skirmish in our front 

brought into our lines, - the first real fighting rebels I have seen. Next to our camp is a camp of regular 

U.S.A. & at their dress parade was read off the sentenced by military court martial, finding 2 of their 

number guilty of desertion, & the execution of the sentence I saw ï which was ï ñwhipped 50 lashes 

on bare back well laid onò, & to be branded on the hip ï on one ñDò for ñdeserter:; on the other ñWò for 

ñwhipped,ò & after 10 days to be drummed out of camp.ò 

 

       ñJuly 21 Battle of Bull Run ï The bugle sounded at 1 a.m. for all hands to make ready to move ï after 

only about 2 hours of broken resté at 3 a.m. we were ready to moveé We had some delays from so 

many military organizations moving on the same road. It is estimated that McDowell , who commands 

our army, has 30 to 35 thousand troopsé The Reg. filed out of the field onto the Warrenton pike ï 

headed towards Centerville. We passed through Centerville, VA., a hamlet only, crossed Cub run a 

mile or two beyondé & marched by our estimate, some 16 miles altogether before reaching the field 

of battle a little after nooné. As we neared the field, we could see long lines of bright bayonets just 

over the tops of trees & bushes apparently coming in the same general direction as ourselves, are 

those our men coming to help us, or, the enemy coming to fight us? We could not tell. We are pressed 

forward for all we are worth ï we hear the roar of battle, we see the clouds of smoke rise over the 

intervening trees ï we now knew we were going soon into battle. é Then came an orderly or aid, & 

gave an order to our Col. Slocum to lead his men to the right of the line. He gave orders to ñHaltò, throw 

off haversacks by co. in piles,ò this the men did while just above them on a ridge of ground the battle 

was raging and we could see it plainly. ñForward ï double quickò the order, we tried to obey, over field 

after field of farm land far over to the right where the enemy was pressing hard we hurried, - all the time 

marching in the near rear of the battle lines, & all this time in the face of flying cannon balls & shells as 

they came over the union lines, many men in other organizations were struck down by these stray 

shots. é We soon learned to dodge the cannon balls. Having reached the right of the line we met the 

enemy, & commenced firing; we blazed away, the bullets whistled in all directionsé , we did our best, 

but over powered in numbers we were obliged to fall back over a moderate sized hill, loading & firing 



while doing so. Our Colonelé was wounded in the leg, & we carried him from the fieldé For 4 or 5 

hours after we were engaged é many of our boys were killed, some wounded & prisonersé we were 

sent a little way still to the right, & getting under cover of an overhanging bluff we acted as support to a 

battery of artillery till about 5 p.m. when the major had orders from an aid to ñlead his men from the 

field; ñ this he did in good order we having with us several rebels as prisoners. I wondered why we were 

marching off the field I did not know we were defeated; we still go back till we came to the woods 

through which we came in coming up in the forenoon, & then I saw, & not till then, disorder & confusion 

among the union troops, then knew we had lost the day.  é men were obliged to march in the wood 

around & between the trees, under brush & ither obstacles ï in doing which it was not possible for the 

Reg. to preserve its order in ranks & hence the men broke up every man for himself, the best he could 

get along. The 27th N.Y. Vol. Reg. left the battled field in perfect order & preserved that order till into 

the woods. At the turn in the road near Cub run we found our retreat cut off by a masked battery of 

artillery which the enemy had hastily brought around & planted on the corner of the road so as to 

command both the column facing it & the bridge over the run & as we neared the corner they fired their 

cannon balls & shells in both directions mowing down men & horses. Here & now was confusion 

enough, & here & now after vainly trying to get others to halt & join together & charge upon & take or 

rout that rebel battery, & failing to get others to do this ï I ran across the corner, forded the stream 

which was 3 or 4 feet deep with mud & water & again got into the road & soon out of reach of the flying 

balls of the enemy. é  

             Between Cub run & Centerville our retreating column came upon fresh Union soldiers who had not 

been with us on the field; these troops were strung out across the country as a rear guard & after 

coming within these lines the retreating column settled down to a steady tramp. Before this it had been 

unsafe for any one to stop for rest for it was expected that the enemy would press hard upon us, as we 

understood they did do, & many men were made prisoners by being thus overtaken. é All the balance 

of that wretched night for those many miles the road sides were used a s a ñfree hotelò; when one, or 

several got up & moved forward others dropped down in their places éò 

 

      ñJuly 22 It was now Monday morning. We were still moving the legs, whose joints creaked & felt as iv 

every step must be the last, we were in vicinity of Bentons tavern where our course changed by turning 

east towards Washington é At the junction of the ñLittle riverò pike which leads to Fairfax C.H. & the 

ñColumbiaò pike on which we now were nearing Arlington, the moving column of soldiers divide, a large 

part going on South on the Little river pike to Alexandria, Va. to reach their old camps, while the rest 

must go by way of Arlington to reach camp in that vicinity & in Washingtoné Just before night, Monday, 

we were aroused to ñfall inò ï to form Co. & Reg. in order to march across the Long Bridge over the 

Potomac again & go into our own quarters on Franklin Squareé Tôwas not the meet with the enemy, 

the battle, & trial of strength that hurt us, that broke us up, That put us in the condition we were now in, 

- but it was physical suffering & exposure to the elements before the fight, lack of shelter from the 

elements, lack of proper food from inability of the Government to give us these things; then the long & 

tedious march in the heat of a July sun in order to meet or come upon the enemy; the loss of food & 

the lack of water; and following the repulse é the long & wearysome march of nearly 40 miles, without 

food or resté but we privates had done our best. Our officers were green in service; our government 

was handicapped with too much call in way of supplies; too many rebels at the seat of government; too 

many spies in & among our troops. My Reg. marched into our old camp in Washington just at night of 

Monday, each co. in their respective shantieséò 

 

      ñJuly 24 Washington D.C. The boys are still lying around, too lame & sore to moveé Our Colonel is in 

hospital not far away. Our officers used up the same as we are. In talking over our experience with 

each other we wonder that so many of us escaped as we haveé We are now speculating as to what 

we are to do next. All is uncertain in the life of a soldier. Our rest is disturbed by dreams of fighting.ò  



 

      ñJuly 31 Washington D.C. Troops are coming in daily from the north & moving across the Potomac for 

encampment. We have no knowledge as to how long we may remain in this place, would like one more 

healthyé.ò 

 

      ñAug. 3 Washington D.C. On account of the great number of sick & wounded soldiers since Bull Run, 

& because the Government has as yet few military hospitals & those already full of patients, on this 

account very many loyal citizens of Washington have opened up their private residences & taken in a 

few soldiers to be cared for. I was removed this morning to a private house, in order to get me away 

from the confusion of camp. Our reg. has no regimental hospital accommodations. Am at the home of 

Mr. Wm. Thompson not far from our camp. A merchant.ò  

 

      ñAug. 17 Washington D.C. In ñEò St. hospital, very sick. My Brother-in-law T. B. Field came today as 

expected. He visited Col. Slocum who is also in hospital  & received from him a recommend for a pass, 

to pass the lines into Va. in order to get my furloughé He went twice to Alexandria on this mission & 

procured my furloughéò  

 

       Coe left Washington on August 21st for home, gravely ill. He spent time in Corning, New York under 

the care of Dr. Seeley who treated him for typhoid fever. Coe remained in Corning and Lima recovering 

until December 18 when he returned to Washington and then rejoined his unit which was then in winter 

quarters in Virginia.  

 

      ñDec. 18. Washington D.C. Left Corning 2 days ago with our Quartermaster & a squad of recruits. Q. 

M. put the recruits in my charge; arrived in Washington just at night fall ï tired out, used up. 

 

      ñDec. 20 Camp Clara, Va. This camp is located in a grove of small pines a good half mile or so north 

by a little east of Fairfax Seminary ï a theological school é ñFt. Wardò is ı mile west & a point north, 

of us on a hill. I was glad to get back with the boys & they were all glad to see me ï privates & officers. 

I find some of the boys sick. The good & comfortable articles from Lima, to the boys, have been 

distributed; they are very happy over them.ò 

 

      ñDec. 27 Camp Clara, Va. Another one of our boys died today of disease ï Fred Wright of Lima, a fine 

little fellow. é He will be sent home. With such extras, in the way of food as we can furnish for ourselves 

we get along very well. On the whole camp life in winter quarters doesnôt go very bad. Only for the mud 

& rain we would get on well. Many times there is sport, or ludicrous scenes which help out the more 

sad & tedious part of army life. éò 

  

      ñDec. 31. Camp Clara, Va. Grand Review of Franklinôs Division to day ï all hands with brightened guns, 

& brushed up clothing  marched to the division drill grounds a great open space of country not far from 

our camp, Infantry, Cavalry, Artillery with many bands of music marched upon the field, took their 

places; the General & his staff & subordinates - & some visiting friends took their stand on one side of 

the field, then the march in review began, we marched by company in flank across that long field, 

regiment after regiment, all arms of service; tôwas a fine sight. Our officers kept prodding us with orders 

to ï ñKeep Orderò ï ñhold up you heads boysò ï ñdress upò.  

 

     ñJanuary 5 1862 Camp Clara, VA Pretty cold. We have a regimental hospital tent; in order to take the 

chill off & keep it dry, - there is a brick arch just outside in which a fire is made, & leading from this a 

flue or passage way just beneath the surface of the ground for hot air to pass runs the length of the 

tent. This does very well. Have no chaplains tent for church services.ò  



 

      ñJan. 10 Camp Clara, Va. We are preparing for a reception of our 27th Reg. boys who were taken 

prisoners at Bull Run, they have been released and will be with us soonéò 

 

      ñJan. 11 Camp Clara, VA. The returned prisoners came to day. They were almost pulled to pieces by 

their comrades in the heartiness of their reception. They look well ï only whitened or bleached by 

confinement. We hung Jeff Davis in effigy. These boys have 30 days furlough then to return to duty 

with us. Our camp streets were finely decorated & the boys all had a joyous time.ò 

 

      ñJan. 15. On Picket towards Fairfax, C.H. Va. cold, snow & crust on ité How we enjoy the sweet pure 

water & pure air, already our rations taste better to us. Some have not a building to shelter them as we 

have; these build brush houses & get along the best they can with open fires but this way goes tough. 

But when housed comfortably we had rather serve on picket than in camp é Close by us lives old man 

McBryan, he professes to be loyal ï but this is not believed, therefore a guard is stationed at his 

premises to watch, to know that he has no communication with his friends the enemy. He has a nice 

patch of turnips which we draw upon & eat raw, for green fodder ï calling them ñapples & cider.ò  

 

      ñFeb. 22. Camp Clara, Va. Washingtonôs birth day. All who remained in camp were ordered to parade 

in front of the colonelôs quarters; he appeared in uniform & read a portion of Washingtonôs Farewell 

Address. The band played ï 3 cheers were given & dismissed. The earth trembles to day all around us 

with the fire of artillery, for the many victories of late in the south & south west, & also in salute of the 

day. Late in the day our boys returned from Picket.ò 

  

      ñMch 10 Camp Clara, Va. Regt. Marched. About 2 a.m. I overheard some of Co. ñBò boys, whose tents 

back up to ours, talking that we were to move directly. Sure enough ï at 3 a.m. the bugle sounds, our 

orderly seargent comes around and arouses all hands ï to prepare for march at 9 a.m. Boys are jubilant. 

The 16th Reg. N.Y. Vol started at 5 a.m. & the other reg. in our brigade ï the 5th Maine are to go with 

us. The camp is to remain, & a guard of 5 or 6 from each co. is to remain behind & care for the camp. 

I am one of the detail from Co. ñG.ò Those who were less able to endure hardships were on these 

details. The boys marched off looking like pack horses, not long before they will throw away much of 

the extra luggage ï they carry their guns & 60 rounds of cartridges, their knapsacks & private effects, 

their shelter tents, haversacks & canteens.ò  

 

      ñApr. 4 Camp Clara, Va - & moving. I was on ñpatrol guardò till after midnight ï to seek stragglers & keep 

them in camp, having just been paid some of the men wander away & get into trouble. 2 days rations 

cooked & issued & we broke camp for good this time. The Reg. marched to Alexandria where we took 

freight cars for Manassas Junction instead of embarking on vessels to go down the river as we 

expected. Were soon under way, - made good time, & came near Manassas Junction where the 

Confederates were quartered in log huts, or small houses, during the winter; these were covered with 

split shingles, plastered up the crevices with mud & made comfortable quarters, better than our own. 

There were villages of these quarters standing empty.ò 

 

      ñApr. 7 Catletts Station, Va. Some 10 miles west of Manassas. Struck tents at 7 a.m.; fell in & under 

way ï marched on the R. R. track going west, passed through Bristol Station, over new made R. R. 

bridges as the only ones yet rebuilt ï destroyed by retreating enemy. Got some tired but stood the 

march well, some of the boys tired out entirely. éò 

 

      ñApr. 12 1862 Alexandria, Va. Last evening the Reg. marched to the R.R. at Catletts, & stacked arms 

& ñrested at willò for the train of open flat & boxcarsé slowly passed Manassas & reached Alexandria 



where we have gone into camp in a beautiful location on the flat near the Potomac. We understand that 

Franklins division is to be sent to join McClellan, whose forces are in front of Yorktown. We are a part 

of McDowellôs Corps. Franklinôs Division, Slocumôs Brigade.ò 

 

      ñApr. 17 Alexandria, Va. Embarked on board the ocean steamer ñS. R. Spaldingò about noon, with 3 

days rations in sacks. The whole of the 27th Reg. & 4 companies of the 96th Pa. Reg. with the baggage 

& horses of officers of the whole brigade. 3 decks full to overflowing, not room for all the men to lie 

down without crossing legs, so crowded are we. My co. came in the between decks ï between upper 

& lower in one end of which are the horses; and in taking in bbls of beef & pork for provisions these 

were placed where some of us had ñsquattedò, so now we had to lie on top of these when desiring to 

sleep - é it went no good! The river full of shipping ï loaded & getting under way with troops. The large 

steamers tow sloops or schooners all loaded with horses, artillery, or provisions for man & beast. We 

steamed down the river a ways & dropped anchor.ò 

 

      ñApr. 23 On board the ñSpauldingò Trip to Ft. Monroe. é Soon after noon ï up anchor & steamed down 

the bay é Not long before we came in sight of the ñStars & Stripesò on Fortress Monroe. Soon are tied 

up at the wharf, but only officers permitted to land. Many ñmen of warò lie at anchor in the harbor. And 

what greatly interested us was ñThe Yankee Cheese box on a raftò or little Monitor ï which lately fought 

the rebel ram ï she lay ӎ to İ mile from the fort & the rebs have named her correctly ï she looks much 

as they say. The ñRip-Rapsò a stone fort built upon a sand bar lies a mile away and commands the 

channeléò  

 

      ñMay 3 Ship Point ï camp in pine grove. Am well again now. The bay is filled with all kinds of vessels, 

great shipping  - firing in our front night & day, heavy cannon. Orders to issue 2 days cooked rations& 

40 rounds of ammunition, & be ready to move.ò 

 

      ñMay 5 Yorktown, Va. We are now at the historic old town ï i.e. on board our vessel in the river at this 

place. All hands re-embarked yesterday & in doing this our Co. ñGò came for quarters in the lowest deck 

ï in the dark. Anchored in Chesapeake bay at the mouth of York river, & this morning steamed up to 

Yorktown. Our whole fleet is around us. é Near Yorktown the banks are high bluffs, & on these bluffs 

are located strong forts, with some water batteries near the water edge. Very many guns remain in 

these works ï spiked by the enemy in order to render them useless for their captors. Great quantities 

of ammunition, tools, supplies &c left & appearances indicate hasty evacuation. McClellanôs army is in 

pursuit going up the peninsula & we hear that a great fight is in progress.ò 

 

      ñMay 6 West Point, Va. Up anchor & steamed up York river to this place which is the head of the river 

proper, being made up pf 2 smaller rivers which join here. é Many good looking houses along the 

banksé some of these displayed a white flag or other evidences of a desire for protection as our fleet 

steamed up. We have gunboats in our fleet, At 4 p.m. our vessel having anchored out in the stream, 

debarkation began, by means of pontoon boats manned by a few soldiers. Co. ñGò was among the first 

to land ï Rebel horsemen were seen on shore ï pickets I suppose before we landed. A few shells from 

our gun boats sent these fellows cantering into the bush. Soon as we had a few men on shore, it was 

reported that the enemy were advancing upon us, but nothing came of this. Soon as we could get 

enough men on shore ï Coôs ñFò & ñBò were sent out as skirmishers & they advanced into the woods & 

underbrush. Before we landed & while landing, in the small boats, a rebel battery played upon us from 

a high piece of ground & doing so did little harm, only to put a cannon ball through one of the small 

boats which was returning empty, only the oarsmen. We landed under cover of our gun boats. 

Skirmishing kept up all night, 2 prisoners taken belonging to the 5th Louisiana Reg. Co. ñGò was busy 

till late in the night carrying baggage & supplies to the men on the front picket line.ò 



 

      ñMay 7 West Point, Va. Battlefield é We were (Co. ñGò) strung along from Hd Quarters out into the 

woods at short distances apart connecting the out picket posts with Hd Quarters & in this manner 

passed messages from the front to Hd quarters. This we kept up till well in the day. Reinforcements 

were sent out to the front as troops were landed & with this ï action began. All of this was in thick woods 

& underbrush. Near noon the fight became hot, our line of communication was withdrawn & Co. ñGò 

joined the Reg. in support of battery for the rest of this engagement. The enemy knew all the roads, the 

woods, & our forces knew none of them, & yet we made a good fight but could not break their line of 

retreat from Williamsburg way. Our gun boats shelled the woods, throwing ponderous shells high over 

our heads into the enemys lines.ò  

 

      ñMay 8 West Point, Va. after the fighting ceased yesterday all was quiet & no disturbance last night so 

that I got a good rest. The balance of the day & eve was used to pick up the dead & wounded. Some 

of the dead will be sent back & others buried here I suppose. I was on guard today & my beat came at 

a corn house in which lay 26 dead soldiers awaiting removal; & the hospitals are full of wounded. . Our 

Reg. lost one only, Orderly Bailey of Co. ñDò. Last night the enemy left our front under cover of the 

night. Their main line of retreat up the Peninsula from Williamsburg & Yorktown passed near here, & 

we hoped to cut off this retreat. But we were but a small handful against their large force, Our troops 

are arriving all the time. A balloon sent up in P.M. to reconnoiter.ò  

 

      ñMay 10 Camp on ñLacy Farmò é This place must be one of the oldest Virginia estatesé Our Co. is 

guarding the barn which contains a lot of cattle & mules, & forage taken for the use of our army.ò 

 

      ñMay 11 marched about 3 miles & caped on a side hill ï the country more rolling as we get away from 

the coasté McClellan, Franklin & Slocum accompanied by their staffs rode through camp; the boys 

cheered & McClellan raised his cap & smiled. He told the men that Norfolk was captured & the rebel 

ironclad Merimac blown up, then how the boys did cheer McClellan says he has the rebels just where 

he wants them & will now bag them allé This is Sunday again but we hardly know one day from 

another, as I sit here on the ground writing I hear a band playing in the distance, sacred music ï it 

sounds beautifully. é Long trains of army wagons, artillery & Infantry are moving along with us. The 

Pamunkey river is full of shipping business nowéò 

 

      ñMay 14 Cumberland, Va. We are camped in a great field of corn which is up a few inches é Negro 

slaves were plowing & hoeing the corn; they were told they were free to go as they liked; they at once 

knocked off. The man who owns this plantation is said to own 200 slaves ï males & females work in 

the field. ñCumberland landingò is near by in a bend of the river which is a fine stream. 3 of our gunboats 

lie here. Many swampy places scattered through this country. I suppose these are where negro slaves 

sometimes hide away from their masters é We find now & then é fine residences, old Va. mansionsé 

while the country between is sparsely settled if anyone at all lives there. The intervening residences 

are poor places, probably occupied by poor whites or negroes. These Va houses mostly have a great 

brick chimney built on the outside of one or both ends, instead of inside the building & coming out 

through the roof as with us at the north. The man who lives on this plantation & who is still on it is named 

ñTollerò so the colored folks inform us. We are now 25 miles from Richmond. We are now getting scanty 

rations & our hardships are increasing.ò  

      ñMay 15 White House, A. é we trudge & flounder through mud very deep & difficult to get overé in this 

way for 5 or 6 miles till we reach ñWhite House landingò é and go into camp on this plantation ï a fine 

place, said to be owned by one Col. Lee ï son of the rebel Gen. Lee. This ñmansionò is a frame house 

painted white & looks very much like a northern thrifty farmers home. Near the bank of the river, back 



of the mansion, runs a street with many negro slave quarters, small but comfortable cabins. It is said 

he owned 4 or 5 hundred slaves éò 

 

      ñMay 19 Camp from Richmond 18 miles, Va. Up at 2 a.m. & started on march at day light. Thus our rest 

is broken in upon in order to permit us to march in the cool of the morning. Our Reg. takes the lead of 

all infantry today & thus we are not worried or delayed by troops ahead of us; neither is the road cut up 

by others ahead of us, except the Cavalry which goes in advance.  é Marched 5 miles with little fatigue 

& camped in a field by the highway.  Roads are better as we near Richmondé We crossed the 

Richmond & York river R. R. Some fine looking plantations with pleasant sitesé Passed many old 

camps of the rebels, where they had passed the night; we think they do not have tents, as shown by 

bushes fixed up to shield them from the night. éò 

 

       ñMay 21 Camp 11 miles from Richmond Va. é Marched at 7 a.m. much hindered in the early part of 

the march from delays of troops in our fronté Some fine places occupied by the blacks, the white folks 

nearly all gone, afraid of the Yankee army I suppose, ótis well white flags hang out of the houses as we 

pass, this their way of asking for protection, or to be let aloneéò 

     

       ñMay 23 Camp at Cold Harbor Va. é A grist mill, saw mill & smith shops, with a few old houses along 

the stream é 2 balloons here, & one ascension today to reconnoiter the country beyond our lines. 

Heavy artillery fire in our front tells us somebody is at it. Reports tell s 2 divisions of our army have 

crossed the Chickahominy. In coming up the peninsula I noticed at 2 places this side of the ñWhite 

Houseò a small church, by the road side in the country & surrounded by forests. These were cheap 

buildings, with blinds for windows & no glass, stove pipe stuck out through a hole in the side of the 

buildings; began to think there was some civilizing influence in this country, as a church is a rare piece 

of furniture for this rebel country. é Most all the houses I see in this country, both good & poor have 

their chimneys on the outside of the building. In case of some poor or colored folks houses the chimney 

may be made of sticks of wood corded up & plastered with clay insideéò  

 

      ñMay 25 Camp on ñGainesò farm 8 miles to Richmond, Va. é Reg marched 2 miles & camped on the 

ñGainesò farm, said to be owned by one Dr. Gaines. A large farm, or ñplantationò as the southerners 

say, well laid off into fields, well watered. The house located a 100 rods or so from main road, reached 

by private drive wayé Some negro quarters around the place; this place seems to have been the home 

of an ñF. F.V.ò ï First Family of Va.ò éò 

 

       ñMay 26 Camp on Gaines farm, otherwise known as ñGaines Millsò é By going beyond a piece of 

woods we can with a glass see the enemy on the opposite side of the Chickahominy river. It is aid our 

forces are bringing up siege guns which require 16 teams or 32 horses to draw one pieceéò 

 

       ñMay 27 Mechanicsville, VA. 5 miles north of Richmond, Va. The Reg marched at early dawn this 

morning from the Gaines farm, a few miles east of here & down the Chickahominyé to this little hamlet, 

on a high piece of ground, & camped in an oak grove. This place is on direct road north from Richmond 

5 miles. We are to do outpost picket duty. This little village has the usual shops of country villages; 

some very good residences & others shabby. People now all gone except the colored folks, & well they 

may have gone, for last Saturday this place saw quite a fight, the buildings are riddled with cannon 

balls, holes like stove pipe holes show all over the place  where balls & shells went through; other 

places things are torn to pieces by bursting shells, trees battered , ground torn up, chimneys knocked 

down. Dead horses lie around, showing the destruction from the union cannon. éò 

 



       ñMay 29 Mechanicsville, Va. 5 miles to Richmondé the other night when out on detail between the 

linesé the night being dark, so dark, that the camp fires of the 2 armies running along for miles lit up 

the clouds in parallel lines like great fires. By this means, though we could not see any camp fire , yet 

we could not locate them. ñôTwas a nice scene.ò 

 

       ñMay 30 Mechanicsville, Va. 5 miles to Richmond, Va. The crossing of the Chickahominy in front of this 

place is called ñNew Bridgeò. é Two men from Co. ñDò had a close call, on picket, were fired upon, the 

bullet scratched one of the legs of one & a shot took the top off the other manôs cap. In P.M. we had 

out a party on a reconnoiter belonging to the 3d Jersey; the enemy opened upon them with 2 cannon 

fired 66 shots, result ï no one hurt. We were relieved of front line picket duty after night fall, under cover 

of darkness, by the 5th Maine Reg. & returned to camp. While we were out along the banks of the river 

we were nearer Richmond, & could hear the noise of the enemyôs camps; bugles sound, drums beat, 

officers giving commands; the bells of Richmond ring; the noise of heavy wagons over the streets, the 

bray of hounds in the swamps.ò  

 

       ñMay 31 Mechanicsville, Va. A severe fight down the river & on the other side from us. The smoke of 

battle rolled up over the woods which hid our view, the roar of cannon, the rattle of musketry, the yell 

of troops tell us that it is a general engagement. The pickets of the enemy opposite of us seemed 

uneasy, our battery of brass cannon are planted in the road & along the hill top which command the 

road & country; these opened up with shot & shell & the enemy were seen to fall back out of range. 

The 27th Reg. was called out to support battery. Slocum was present & lead us. We made as great a 

show as possible in order detract attention of the enemy from below. ñ 

 

       ñJune 2 Mechanicsville, Va. 5 miles to Richmond. On our front picket line. é Some random shots 

exchanged between pickets. Our cannon fire at intervals. The enemy sometimes train their cannon 

upon Prof. Loweôs balloon which makes frequent ascensions to view the enemyôs country but have 

failed to hit heréò 

 

      ñJune 7 Camp on ñGainesò farm. We are only about İ a mile or thereabouts to the Chickahominy river 

in direct line, but to go by road in order to come to bridges it is fartheré boys are all resting after 2 

weeks constant picket duty in the face of the enemy. A ñbunchò of rebel prisoners were near our camp 

waiting to go north, mostly from North Carolina, taken at Hanover, C. H. the other day when we were 

called out in double quick from Mechanicsville. Some are wounded, they look like a better class of men 

than the run of rebs. ï They said they did not hear of defeat to their arms in other parts till long after, 

and when asked if they were not quickly informed of a victory, replied ï ñThere is hardly ever a victory 

to us to hear of.ò They seemed glad to be out of the war ï even as prisoners ï when informed that they 

would be well cared for. Some were well dressed in U.S. uniforms, clothing stolen from our government 

at the opening of the war, or captured on some occasion since then.ò  

 

      ñJune 11 Camp on ñGainesò Farm ï near Chickahominy, Va. é Short drill in bayonet exercise both in 

a.m. & p.m. We need to get perfect in this, as it its important, as a bayonet charge sends terror to 

anyone receiving it. From the reports of success of our arms in other fields it would seem  as if this 

must be the last great battle ground of this rebellion. If we are successful when the meeting comes & 

of this success I have no doubt.ò  

 

      ñJune 14 Camp on ñGainesò Farm near Chickahominy, 8 miles to Richmond, Va. Came in from picket 

this forenoon. é We are here so close to the enemy & the dangers of surprise so great that a squad of 

several men are kept on each post, with a non-commissioned officer. One half of our Co. stood guard 

ï divided into 4 posts ï while the other half was ñreserveò & bivouacked a little to the rear under cover, 



from sight of the enemy, of bushes or woods. Our orders were to fire at anyone of the enemy who are 

making any show of advance, except such as seem to be coming into our lines to give themselves up. 

To fire upon squads with arms, & especially in night, fire then upon anyoneéò  

 

      ñJune 18 Camp at Fair Oaksò Va. Crossed the Chickahominy river, to the south side ï ñFell inò at 10 

a.m. and marched away from the Gaines farm ï as we did so Porterôs division came up from the R.R. 

& camped on our old grounds. We marched back north & east a ways & took a road leading down to 

the Chickahominy where we crossed over on ñWoodburyò bridge, built up of logs, crossed & re-crossed 

till of sufficient height then ñcorduroyedò & with the corduroy approaches on either side makes the whole 

construction a mile long. é  A great work to build these bridges & crossings. In our march across we 

were ordered to carry our guns ï ñarms secureò ï in order not to let the bright bayonets attract the 

attention of the enemy. All of Franklinôs division crossed over at this time. Having reached the south 

bank & gained higher ground we marched up stream a ways & went into camp in a newly cleared field, 

where stumps remained & upon a portion of Fair Oaks battle field ï fought May 31, while we were at 

Mechanicsville & could so distinctly hear the roar of battle, the yell of charge, the smoke as it rose over 

the tree tops é A skirmish was in progress in our front as we arrived ï said to be the advancing of our 

picket lines. McClellan rode along our lines soon after we had settled sown & he received the usual 

cheers éò 

 

      ñJune 27 Battle of ñGaines Millsò on the Gaines farm where we had lately campedé Early in morning 

the Reg. ordered out in ñlight marchingò outfit; they moved out of camp, after culling out several who 

were sick & unable to march ï myself among this number & we poor sick lads were placed in charge 

of the camp. The Reg. re-crossed the Chickahominy over ñWoodburyò bridge, & out to or near the 

Gaines Farm & were led into the thickest of the fight, as was also the rest of our brigade, by our own 

Gen. Slocum. As it fought nobly, it suffered severely in killed, wounded & missing.  é The battle did 

not cease till after night fall. Our Regt. Returned to camp in the night ï such position as remained; Co. 

ñGò had a roll call, after which the boys were dismissed to their tents for rest. A sad day to us all. On 

calling the roll it was found that 53 in Co. ñGò went out to fight of whom 21 were killed or wounded or 

missing ï supposed to be prisonerséò  

 

      ñJune 28 Retreat from the Chickahominy towards the James river. The Reg. ñfell inò early this morning 

in ñheavy marching orderò (all effects on) & were sent out to the front to assist in holding in check the 

enemy till time can be given our baggage trins, sick & wounded to escape. Th great army of McClellan 

must again flee for safetyé At this station the R. R. to ñWhiteò house has been running cars, but the 

enemy has cut the line on the other side of the Chickahominy, & the road now is no good to us. 

Thousands of sick & wounded are here & most of us have neither food nor drink that we could use. .. 

It is reported that the Enemy are pressing upon us.ò  

 

      ñJuly 1 Retreat. At ñTurkey Pointò on the James. Rested last night ï with thousands around me ï on the 

open ground, nothing but the earth under meé I found the sick & wounded of my division a little down 

the river & in the yard of a fine mansion & I took lodgings with them upon the ground with no food nor 

shelter.ò  

 

       ñJuly 5 Harrison Landing, Va ï on the James river. In the garret still. Soon as our co. gets fairly into 

camp somewhere I shall get with the boys. We have no Dr. ï no medicine ï a little soup from the 

commission; this is good in this, but the Commission has thousands to supply. President Abraham 

Lincoln is visiting this army he rode through the camps today with a stove pipe hat on ï which looks 

queer to us ï and our batteries fired salute in his honor.ò 

 



       ñAug. 2 Camp near Harrison Landing, Va. Wm. F. Lindsley of Co. ñGò died in our hospital tent this a.m. 

a fine young man & lately my tent mate. He was one of the original number who went out with us from 

Lima, in May 1861. Had congestion of the lungs I believe. Rebel battery on the south side of the James 

river opened up on the shipping in the river in the night, last night, but our gunboats soon cleared them 

out, a fine display of fire works & roar of cannon.ò  

 

      ñAug 7 Camp near Harrison Landing, Va. é Surgeon Barnes came around in p.m. made examination 

of all the patients & took down names of those he thought would not be able to do hard duty soon & 

these he ordered to pack up their traps & be ready to move. At mid-night the ambulance came & took 

in a number, Geo. Spring & myself of Co. ñGò being of the number, & took us to a hospital  transport 

boat at Harrison Landing where we were placed on boardé the vessel soon filled up with sick & 

wounded.ò  

 

      On August 10 Coe is in Philadelphia  where he was taken, ñwith others, to West Philadelphia U.S.A. 

General Hospital, sometimes called Satterlee hospital.ò 

 

       ñAug. 11 Wes Philadelphia, hospital Pa. Found myself very much tired out with the transfer from Vaé. 

This hospital is a great institution. Erected by the U.S. Government for military purposes of this kind. In 

charge surgeon J. J. Hayes Said to be accommodated 3000 sick & wounded. A frame & board building, 

one story high ï wards run off from the main part like fingers from the hand. Each ward will carry 50 

patients & has a ward master, 5 male nurses & sometimes a ñsister of charityò attends. Single iron 

bedsteads with a straw bed. All very comfortable & clean. Hot & cold water, & closets, in the end of 

each ward. An open space or court inside the ground for air & exercise when patients are able to take 

it. A large corridor running along the end of the wards & in these the food is served to those who are 

able to take their meals at table. At morning ñsick callò the surgeon of the ward comes around, he is 

kind. I am in Ward ñSò bed 40.ò 

 

      ñAug 13 West Philadelphia U.S.A. General hospital, Pa. We have good food ï ñextra dietò prepared for 

the sick é This hospital is located on high grounds ï about 2 miles from the city proper, connected by 

horse street cars. The grounds are enclosed by high picket fences & military guards keep the inmates 

in, & outsiders out, Except certain days when visitors are permitted to enter & soldiers who are 

convalescing can get ñpassò from the officials & go outside.ò 

 

      ñAug. 17 West Philadelphia U.S.A. Sunday. Been in this hospital now just one week. Inspection of ward 

soon after noon by the surgeon in charge & his assistants. Very strict rules, & the nurses have to work 

to keep everything in nice order. ñ 

 

      ñSep. 15 West Philadelphia USA General Hospital, Pa. Several soldiers have died in my ward since 

coming in. A few have recovered sufficiently to be sent to the city as patrol guard for a short time & will 

then be sent to their regiments. Other sick & wounded have come in from Popeôs army, so that it is 

coming & going all the time. éò 

 

     ñOct. 2 é Was transferred today from my old ward ñLò to Ward ñHô> Things are nicer in here ï I am now 

in Bed 64. Geo. Spring of Co. ñGò is in this ward. Dr. Penrose, who is a professor in one of the medical 

colleges in the city is the physician to this ward; & Cadet Grier his assistant, both fine men. éò 

              On November 23, 1862, Coe was honorably discharged form Satterlee hospital, and the Army for 

medical disability. He returned home to Lima where, in April 1863, Coe began the study of medicine 

and surgery under Dr. G. H. Bennett. October 1, 1863, Coe went to Ann Arbor, Michigan to attend 



medical lectures at the University of Michigan, where he remained until April 15, 1864, when the first 

course of lectures closed and he returned home to Lima, New York.  

            On June 20, 1864 he accepted appointment as a delegate to the U.S. Christian Commission, and 

started duty two days later, and traveled to Alexandria, Virginia. On July 22 he was examined for 

Medical Cadetship, U.S.A. in Washington, D.C., and was appointed Medical Cadet that day. He was 

ordered by the Surgeon General to report to Philadelphia on the 23rd, and then sent to Beverly, New 

Jersey for duty. 

           In November permission was given by the Navy Department for examination as A.A. Surgeon. And 

on December 5th successfully completed a four-day examination for that position. December 22nd he 

was discharged as Cadet U.S.A. in order to accept appointment in the U.S. Navy. On December 27, 

1864, he was appointed Act. Asst. Surgeon, U.S. Navy.  

            In January 1865 he was sent to duty off Charleston, South Carolina on the ñJohn Adamsô, serving 

on that ship until May 18th, 1865 when he was transferred to the Flambeau, which sailed to New York, 

he resigned on June 22, 1865. 

 

      ñJune & July 1864 Alexandria, Va. Am working as a delegate among the sick & wounded in the several 

hospitals in this place. Writing letters, distributing small notions to the soldiers in hospitals, furnishing 

them with writing material, or write their letters for them, getting notice to their friends; on Sundays 

distributing religious reading, tracts & church papers; reading to them from scriptures & doing any good 

to & for them we can. About 10 or 12 delegates are on this station, all under the charge of one, & he 

directs where & what kind of work the others shall perform. The principal churches in this city & the 

large buildings are used for hospitals & are filled with sick & wounded soldiers & on this account this 

account the delegates on this station are full of work. Our work is also to visit the military prisons in our 

field of operations, once a week, to read the Bible & sing or lead in singing, religious hymns. Here we 

find a mixed crowd of deserters, bounty jumpers, & suspects. We are not permitted to distribute 

anything to these persons.  

            The delegates on this station are quartered together in a building where they have their supplies & 

stores, & here they have a cook, & mess all at one table, so that it is quite pleasant. If room is scant, 

as is sometimes the case, for lodging, then some are furnished a cot in some other building.  

             The work in my line in these hospitals is very instructive to me ï as a medical student ï as I have 

great chance for observation among the sick & wounded.  

              The delegates are made up mostly of clergymen, a few physicians, & a few laymen; all have to be 

good men & furnish credentials of character &c before they can receive appointment. The appointment 

supposes that the delegate will serve 6 weeks (one term) and without pay, but all his traveling & board 

expenses are born by the Commission. He keeps a daily account of all the work performed by himself 

turns this account in with his final accounts at Head Quarters of the Commission. If there are any Lady 

delegates permitted I do not know it for I have seen only males.ò 

 

      ñJuly 22 Alexandria, Va I had made application, as a student of medicine, for permit to appear before 

the Army Medical Board in session in Washington, D.C. for Examination for appointment as a Medical  

Cadet U.S.A. Having been granted this permission in response I went to Washington by boat on the 

Potomacé was examined before the board & returned to duty at Alexandria, Va.ò 

 

       Coe passed his examination and received his appointment as a medical cadet and received orders to 

report to duty in Philadelphia, he closed up his affairs with Christian Commission and went to 

Philadelphia on July 25th. 

 

      ñJuly 26 U.S.A. General Hospital, Beverly, N. J. Reported for duty at this hospital ï located 15 miles up 

the Delaware river from Philadelphia, Pa. The headquarters & offices of the hospital, also some room 



for patients, are in a large brick building located beside the R. R. tract near the town. The town or village 

of Beverly is located on the east bank of the Delaware riveré I find I am quartered with a young man 

Mr. Henry Agnew ï a medical student & Cadet U.S.A. like myselfé we have 2 good sized ñwall tentsò 

placed end to end ï the front one is our ñsittingò room & contains our best furniture consisting of 2 empty 

mail kegs for seats, 2 empty dry goods boxes, placed on the side so we can sit with our feet inside ï 

these are our tables, & with a newspaper for a spread we do well enough. The rear tent we use as a 

sleeping roomé We Cadets get $ 30. Per month pay; one ration a day eachô quarters & fuel. We mess 

with the hospital stewards, drug clerks & headquarters clerks. Cooks & waiters are supplied, & we have 

a soldier convalescent detailed to care for our quarters & do odds & ends for us ï as servant.  

             My work is to accompany the ward surgeon in his rounds, write down the prescriptions as he makes 

them, see that the same are properly filled at the hospital dispensary & see that the nurses & ward 

master gives them & dresses the wounds and do their several duties. At surgical operations the cadets 

assist as directed ï so that we have plenty to do. Sunday is inspection day when all hands must be 

cleaned up & in their places.  

             Dr. E. B. Wolleston is the surgeon to the ward in which I am on duty. His home is in New Jersey 

somewhere, & he is a ñcontractò surgeon.  We have something like 15 wards ï a ñcontractò surgeon to 

each ward. These ñContractò surgeons are not in the U.S. Service as commissioned officers, but only 

hired at so much a month. The Surgeon in charge of the hospital ï C. Wagner U.S.A. is in the regular 

service ï so also are the 2 cadets, Coe & Agnew.ò 

 

       ñNov. 30 [1864] U.S.A. General Hospital, Beverly, N.J. Received permission from the U.S> Navy 

Department to appear before the Naval Medical Board, at the Naval Asylum in Philadelphia, PA. for 

examination as to my qualifications for the position of Act. Asst. Surgeon in the Navy of the U.S. Still 

pursuing my studies & attending to my duties in the hospital.ò   

 

      ñDec. 5, [1864] U.S.A. General Hospital, Beverley, N.J. Have now been before the Naval Medical Board 

at Philadelphia 3 days running, from 10 a.m. till 2 p.m. An examination which was terrible, but which I 

was able to pass & have the endorsement of the President of the Board that I was found qualified for 

appointment from Washington in a few days éò  

 

      ñDec. 27 U.S.A. General Hospital, Beverley, N.J. Having been discharged the service as Cadet U.S.A.I 

am now looking for further appointments; meantime doing duty as usual as cadet. é So now I am again 

discharged from the military service of the U.S. in anticipation of appointment to better rank, & better 

pay with greater responsibilities. Just at this time, and coming through the regular official channels I 

received my appointment ï commonly known or called a ñcommissionò, into the Naval service, & on 

this account  I must be regularly & officially relived of duty at this hospital, hence the above order of 

relief from the Surgeon in charge.ò 

 

      ñJan 9 [1865] N. Y. City & at Sea. Embarked aboard the Government steamer ñFultonò in fore noon. 

There are on board about 60 officers of many different branches of the service going to join their 

Regiments or vessels in various parts of the southern coast or southern states. Some to join Sherman 

in Georgia. Also 2 or 3 hundred soldiers. The officers occupy state rooms, the men the decks. My lot 

fell in a stare-room with a Paymaster U.S.A. é Very cold in N.Y. when we sailed ï the harbor full of 

floating ice. This is a fine vessel, with excellent table. Paid $ 9.00 to the Purser for ñsubsistenceò en 

route; ñtransportationò as a naval officer is furnished to me in reporting for duty.ò  

 

      ñJan. 14 On board U.S.S. ñJohn Adamsò off Charleston, S.C. Left Hilton Head, S.C. which is about 50 

miles south of this locationé last night, after the little steamer had got her load of supplies from the 

large steamer; she stopped at several points to leave mail & supplies. Because she is small & going 



into shallow water caused he to pitch & tumble, which made it disagreeable. Reached ñCharleston 

roadsò, where we have a large squadron of vessels doing blockade duty, & was sent on board this 

vessel, where I am assigned to dutyéò 

 

      ñJan. 16, 1865 Off Charleston, S.C. on board U.S.S. ñJohn Adamsô. Have been receipting for medical 

stores &c; & all my spare time I have been ñquizzingò or ñcoachingò Surgeon Rundlett so as to brighten 

him up for his coming examination. We have something over a hundred men on board; our vessel lies 

at anchor; because it is a sailing vessel we cannot move about the same as if a steam vessel. Our 

ward-room mess own the dishes ï a full set with table linen &c ï We have an enlisted man detailed as 

a steward of the mess, & details for cooks & waiters, both for table & as our personal servants. The 

regulations give one servant to the Paymaster & surgeon ï i.e. ½ a servant each, and he makes our 

beds, does our boots & clothing & waits at table if required, being ñdetailedò for this service he has no 

other duty to do. Our servant is a colored man ï we have quite a number of such colored persons in 

the crew. We call the servant ñBoyò ï It is ñBoy do this, or Boy ï do that,ò & he hustlesé It is quite 

expensive living for us ï since we must send north for supplies & pay war time prices for all. My pay is 

at the rate of $ 1250 per year, one ration, quarters & ½ a servant.  Paymaster keeps all accounts & can 

draw money any time it is due us. But here on the sea we have little chance to buy anything.ò 

 

       ñJan. 18. Off Charleston S.C. on board the U.S.S. ñJohn Adamsò. é Much of the time there is firing of 

big guns from some vessel of our fleet towards Ft. Sumpter or other rebel works, or into the City of 

Charleston. Our army occupy an island close by us ï Morris Island - & we have batteries there which 

command Charleston City. This is the only land onto which we have any chance to land & this is a 

barren sand dune.ò 

      

      ñFeb. 11. Off Charleston S.C. on board the U.S.S. ñJohn Adamsò. More activity of late in our fleet on 

blockade duty Blockade runners re desirous of getting out of the rebel harbor of Charleston. A short 

time since one such steamer laded with cotton attempted to run out but was sighted ï signals given by 

the picket ï small boats ï by means of ñrocketsò ï which by night are understood by our own boats, & 

the men called to ñman the guns.ò The Blockade runner seeing they were in danger of capture ran their 

vessel on shore set it on fire & escaped by running away with their legs ï the U.S. ñTarsò, boarded the 

vessel, put out the fire & we had a prize.ò  

 

      ñFeb. 15 [1865] Off Charleston S.C. on board the U.S.S. ñJohn Adamsò. A good bit of excitement now 

going on most of the time, night & day in these parts. We hear of Sherman & his army in the interior of 

Georgia & threatening the coast cities. Rebel deserters come off in small boats from time to time & they 

report that Charleston is soon to be evacuated; if this proves true, then all the rebel strong-holds in this 

vicinity will be ours. Heavy firing is heard up & down the coast & our own fleet has been aggressive of 

late. I visited the Admirals vessel a few days since in an official & professional capacity ï to personally 

inform Admiral Dahlgren of the illness of Fleet Cap. Scott & that I had excused the cap. From duty ï 

this is an excuse from the Capt. Why he had not performed certain duties as President of a Court 

Martial.ò 

 

       ñFeb. 18 1865 Off Charleston S.C. on board the U.S.S. ñJohn Adamsò. To day Charleston fell into the 

hands of the Yankees. Early this morning it was noticed something was going on in the rebel forts & 

soon it became evident evacuation was going on ï then there was a rush of boats to get first onto 

Sumpter & Moultrie ï so as to be first to raise our flag. Cheers rang out from the U.S. vessels all along 

our line of blockade. Heavy fire from our gun boats were kept up all last night to attract their attention 

from Sherman, & to ñfeelò of them in order to know what the enemy were doing & draw their fire ï no 

response from them of account could be obtained & this morningôs daylight told us why it was. Several 



heavy reports were heard during the night ï probably explosions in the city. Heavy clouds of smoke 

were seen over the city telling of fires set by the retreating enemy to cotton & stores in order to save it 

falling into our hands.  

             While I was on deck in a.m. watching things in & around the harbor ï as well as we could see at 

this distance ï the last & the greatest explosion by the hands of the enemy took place & that was an 

iron clad ram lying at the wharf. A heavy report which shook the harbor & our vessel, immediately 

followed by a dense great cloud of smoke & parts of the vessel flying high in air ï the volume of smoke 

rolled on & up like a great pillar ï the top rolling out like a great mushroom not stopping till it reached 

the sky & filled the harbor with smoke.ò 

 

      ñFeb. 19. 1865 Off Charleston S.C. on board the U.S.S. ñJohn Adamsò. Exciting times now, ñTreason is 

going downò for sure. The feelings of officers & men in this fleet can hardly be described ï they all so 

rejoice at the fall of this stronghold, where so much time, money & men have been spent to capture it 

& have failed. At 9 a.m. Fleet Cap. Scott signaled for a tug boat to come along side our vessel; he 

proposed to go up to the city. In the absence of the admiral from the fleet, the Fleet Cap is next ranking 

officer, & his Hd. Quarters were on board this vessel. He invited me to go with him & steamed alongside 

2 or 3 other vessels & took aboard several officers, then steamed up the channel to near Ft, Sumpter 

where our tug was caught in the rapid running tide & slued around & struck hard & fast aground under 

the walls of our old ruined Fort Sumpter. We had with us a deserter who was familiar with the channel& 

he informed the Cap. That torpedoes were planted all around where our little steamer lay; at this the 

cap. Looked frightened & signaled for another tug to come & pull us off, which was done, & we steamed 

up the harbor & landed in the City of Charleston. The fires started by the rebels were extinguished, our 

army men were in possession. The lower ½ of the city a wilderness& deserted of inhabitants, as it could 

be reached by the union shot & shell from our long range guns, & here destruction reigned. Great fine 

buildings with a gable knocked out, great shell holes through others & general desolation. ñGrass was 

growing in the streetsò of Charleston, S.C. The upper half of the city is the poorer part of the city & here 

live the people who remain ï some white & many colored. All seemed glad that change had come. We 

went largely over the city; to the citadel or armory; to the buildings lately used as prison for union officers 

& men; to many places curious to us on account of havoc of our shotséò 

 

      ñFeb. 21 Charleston Harbor, S.C. on board U.S.S. ñJohn Adamsò.  The vessels of our fleet moved up 

from the outer roadstead to the inner harbor of Charleston, S.C. & we anchored a few hundred yards 

from the wharf near the mouth of Cooper river. I visited the city again today & run largely over the place 

ï many fortifications are all along the water front facing the harbor ï some monster English cannon 

were here mounted but now either burst or otherwise rendered useless. Destruction everywhere ï by 

a great fire which wiped out a large portion of this city early in the war, by the union fire from long range 

guns, - by the rebels themselves when abandoning the cityéò 

 

      ñMch 12 Charleston Harbor, S.C. on board U.S.S. ñJohn Adamsò.  é Paymaster & I went to the city 

today in order to attend some church ï found one well up town ï a Baptist church but preaching today 

by a Christian Commission delegate. The church building showed a few holes, like great stove pipe 

holes, through its walls clean cut by Yankee shells. A good number of people out to church, mostly 

women & children. The male part of the citizens are largely gone to war in the confederate service.ò 

 

      ñApr. 14. Charleston Harbor, S.C. on board U.S.S. ñJohn Adamsò.  News came to us this morning of the 

surrender of the rebel army under Lee ï A salute of 21 guns fired in honor of the victory. A great day 

here over the re-raising of the union flag ï the very same flag which Gen. Anderson hauled down from 

over Ft. Sumpter just 4 years ago today when he was compelled to evacuate Ft. Sumpter to the 

secessionists. All the principal war vessels were anchored out in the roadstead & in a half circle around 



Sumpter; all in ñdress shipò ï all in ñman the yard armsò at the signal for salute a sight never to be 

forgottené All the officers who could be spared from their vessels were ordered to appear on Sumpterôs 

ruined walls at 10 ½ a.m. in full dress uniform & side arms. Many from the city & army officers present 

also; Generals Gilmore, Hatch, Dix, & Anderson, Admiral Dahlgren, Com. Roan, Rev. H.W. Beecher of 

Brooklyn, N.Y., Asst Secy of Navy Fox & several ladies belonging to their families & many others. At 

noon Gen. Anderson re-raised the original flag which was brought from Washington for this purpose. 

This was the signal for salute 100 guns (cannon) from all the vessels, fortifications, field battery on 

Sumpter. All brass bands, cheers from all vessels on the ñyard armsò. For a time the harbor shook with 

roar of artillery & all the remainder of the day was filled with smoke. Rev. H. W. Beecher delivered the 

principal address, Patriotic songs were rendered. Fireworks in eveningéò  

 

      ñApr. 21 1865 Charleston Harbor, S.C. on board U.S.S. ñJohn Adamsò.  Have only recently heard of the 

assassination of our good President Abraham Lincoln. We can hardly believe it true. If it is so ï we are 

glad it did not occur till the rebellion was crushed & that he lived to know it. The admiralôs vessel signaled 

for ñall take noticeò, then signaled by variously arranged flags which, when interpreted by means of the 

ñKeyò said ñPresident Lincoln is shotò. He also gave orders for all officers to wear crape till further orders: 

21 minute guns were fired from all the vessels. Some places in the city are dressed in mourning though 

there is not much material to be had for this use. Reports reach us of other surrenders of confederate 

forces & truly the great rebellion is on its ñlast legsò & well nigh the end. We all feel jubilant. The 

southerners do also.ò 

 

      ñMay 20 Charleston Harbor, S.C. on board U.S.S. ñFlambeauò.  Having been detached from the 

ñAdamsò & ordered to this vessel for duty, I came on board today. The Surgeon who was on board of 

this vessel has been sent to the ñAdamsò., therefore , simply a change about. It is believed that this 

vessel is to go north soon. She has on her deck one of the rebel torpedo boats for conveyance north. 

This reaches nearly the length of the ship & makes her top heavy. This vessel can sail, but is a steam 

vessel ï her machinery is broken & therefore she must sail when she goes to sea & with her small sails 

will be slow.  

       Have been very busy of late in my line ï so many officers resigning & desiring to go north that ñsurveysò 

are required by a board of Surgeons & I have been on many of these boards held survey today on 9 

officers & men. A ñsurveyò is an examination by a bord of surgeons who report in writing. The 

Department is reducing the number of its naval vessels rapidly & also the officers by accepting their 

resignation. The war of secession has failed. Our union army is rapidly being discharged & the navy 

also to a great extent. éò  

 

      Coe returned home to Lima, New York on June 20, 1865 sent his resignation as A.A. Surgeon to the 

Navy, which was accepted four days later on June 24th, 1865. Thus, ending Coeôs service. Coe 

practiced medicine after the war in Auburn, New York.  

 

      Pages 165-199 of the volume contain copies of letters written by Coe to friends from 1861-65 describing 

his service.  

$ 3750.00 

 

 



 
 

1862 In the aftermath of the Civil War ñTrent Affairò, pro-American British banker worries about possible US conflict 

with England. 

16. (Civil War) Gair, Henry W., President, American Chamber of Commerce of Liverpool. Autograph 

Letter Signed Liverpool, England. Via "Europa", To Sewell Tappan, Boston 

      Quarto, 3 pages, plus stampless address leaf, folded, in very good, very clean, and legible condition. 

 

ñI am most sincerely rejoiced that the cause is removed of the anxieties to which we have felt during 

the last six weeks. I never for a moment doubted that the American Cabinet would do all in its power to 

avoid a collision with a great maritime power at the present time. but very much feared that the demands 

of the British Government might be of such a nature, or made in such a way, that America could not 

acceded to them, and I have a times felt very anxious and low spirited. As yet we have not seen the 

Correspondence which we learn by telegraph has been published in America but from the portions 

which have appeared I am very much inclined to think that America came out of the "Trent" affair with 

flying colors and the gainer in all reports. and I think that the Times is of the same opinion for today it 

is turning its spite and rancor upon [Confederate] Commisioners Slidell and Mason. But my object in 

writing is to explain the reasons why RB&Co.[Robert Rathbone & Co.]. do not wish at present to send 

out theéorder. Although the "Trent" affair is settled we feel that during the continuance of the hostilities 

now being carried on in America and especially during the continuance of the blockade there is a liability 

to the occurrence of disagreeable and irritating questions between the two countries which makes us 



indisposed to join in shipments withe the American houses; as in the event of War many complications 

would arise in consequence of cargo being [?] by persons of different nations. Hemp too is an article 

contraband of war and therefore liable to condemnation even though in a neutral bottom and the 

property of a neutral. We are not granting any Credits at present to American firms and our present 

intention is not to grant any during the continuance of the War but if you wish to send an orderé on 

your own account RB&Co.. will be quite willing to grant the Credit with the understanding that you would 

consider yourselves honorably, and not legally only, bound to cover us, that is we will not run any risks 

of confiscation of debts, or stoppage of specie payments etc. etc. We should also wish you not to 

mention to any one that we had granted the Credit as it might greatly embarrass Mr. Lidderdale if he or 

any of our friends knew that we made an exception to our rule. ékind regard to Mr. [Henry] 

Wainwrighté 

The long-established Liverpool merchant banking firm of Rathbone Brothers had specialized in 

American trade since the 1840s, with several partners, including Henry Gair, representing the firm in 

Boston and New York, its most important commodity being the export of American cotton to England, 

as well as the import of Chinese tea to America and England, where it was one of the largest tea 

importers in the country.  

The Trent affair was the diplomatic brouhaha at the start of the American Civil War that occurred when 

the US Navy seized Confederate envoys John Slidell and James Mason from a British Royal Mail 

Steamer, their capture so vigorously protested by the British Government that there was a real prospect 

of war between the two countries until President Lincoln cooled tensions by releasing the Confederate 

envoys.  

$ 175.00 



 
 

 17. (Cuba ï American Filibusters) [Lopez, Narciso] V., C., [Villaverde, Cirilio] To The Public. General 

Lopez, The Cuban Patriot. 

       [n.p., n.d., New Orleans, 1849], octavo, 16-page pamphlet, lacking front wrapper, scattered foxing to 

text, ex-library, small handstamp on front wrapper, old, and erroneous Sabin notation in pencil, else a 

good copy. 

       

       ñIssued prior to the 1850 expedition of Lopez to refute calumny and enlist support for the cause. ñThis 

is the man who (not without the aid of some Cuban patriots in civil life, some of whose names are before 

the world, others not less worthy, being necessarily reserved), has undertaken the noble mission of 

emancipating Cuba from the yoke and the abomination of Spanish tyranny, with a view to her entrance 

into our Unionéò ï Eberstadt 167:173, not in Cundall, Caldwell or Thompson, not in Jumonville, see 

Sabin 41995  

 

       This pamphlet may have been printed in New Orleans where Lopez prepared and organized his Cuban 

expedition of 1850. Sabin records another edition (41993) that was apparently taken ñFrom the United 

States magazine and Democratic Reviewò this edition does not mention the serial.   

 



    General Narciso López (1797-1851), Venezuelan born Spanish army general, organized four filibuster 

expeditions against Cuba between 1849 and 1851. The U.S. government disbanded two of them, and 

two others landed on the island with disastrous results. López was captured and executed during his 

final expedition in 1851.  

  Cuban filibusters planned to emulate the Texas Republic model of development: acquire American 

volunteers, weapons, and funds to obtain independence and subsequently petition for admission to the 

Union. They were supported by expansionist Democrats and proslavery Whigs who under the banner 

of Manifest Destiny coveted Cubaôs three provinces as new southern states. Northern Whigs and 

abolitionists opposed to territorial acquisition and slavery denounced the filibusters as pirates and 

mercenaries of a slaveocracy conspiracy. 

    López enlisted 610 filibusters, including 230 in the Kentucky Regiment. The expedition slipped out of 

New Orleans in three vessels in early May and gathered in the lee of Contoy Island, off the coast of 

Yucatan on May 14th, 1850. Here some of the men drilled on the beach, and at night, Joseph Smith of 

Louisville (mentioned in the correspondence) would entertain playing the fiddle.  

     On May 17th, the Creole, carrying the invasion force set sail for Cuba. The steamer docked two days 

later in Cárdenas Harbor at 2:30 a.m. Through a series of mistakes and errors the invasion force was 

discovered and though they took and occupied the town for most of the day, fighting off Cuban forces. 

The local support that Lopez expected, and counted on, failed to materialize. Lopezôs filibusters 

sustained some twenty-six killed and sixty wounded, and retreated hastily on the 21st to Key West, where 

Lopez hastily disbanded his troops to avoid prosecution under the Neutrality Act. 

   In the aftermath of the expedition, López and many of his supporters were indicted by a federal grand 

jury. Although the indictments did not end in convictions, they forced Governor John Quitman to resign 

from his office and face trial. Despite military and legal setbacks, López began planning another 

expedition, which met with similar problems and even more disastrous consequences.  

      In August 1851, López once again departed New Orleans for Cuba, this time with several hundred 

men, mostly Americans, Hungarians, Germans, and some Cubans. Lopez divided his forces upon 

landing in Cuba. He took one half inland, and the other half, commanded by Colonel William Crittenden, 

remained on the northern coast to protect supplies. As had occurred during his first attempt, the local 

support that Lopez had counted on did not respond to his appeals. Outnumbered and surrounded by 

Spanish forces, Lopez and many men were captured. Crittendenôs forces shared the same fate. The 

Spanish executed most of the prisoners and sent others to work in mining camps.  

     Those executed included many Americans, such as Crittenden, and Lopez in Havana. Crittenden 

achieved folk hero status when he refused to be blindfolded or kneel to his executioners, proclaiming 

that ñA Kentuckian always faces his enemy and kneels only to his God.ò 

     The executions caused outrage in both the Northern and Southern United States. The strongest 

reaction occurred in New Orleans, where a mob attacked the Spanish consulate. Despite its failure 

Lopezôs expedition inspired other filibusters to attack all over Latin America throughout the 1850s, most 

notably William Walkerôs invasions of Nicaragua in 1855 to 1860. John Allen, survivor of Lopezôs 

expeditions likewise continued to be a proponent of filibusterism in the period before the Civil War.  

     The failure of Lopez and other filibusters discouraged Americans, especially in the South, from 

adopting expansionist strategies. Faced with the inability of slavery to move southward, many 

Southerners turned away from expansion and talked instead of secession, which led to the American 

Civil War.                                                                                                                                 $ 750.00 



 

 

 18. (Dixon Family Letters) Dixon, Willam and H. B. Dixon, Group of Six Letters from William Dicon and 

his wife, English Emigrants, written from Mobile, Alabama and Jackson, Missouri, to family in 

England, 1840-1844 

       Six letters, 19 manuscript pages, dated 1840-44, quarto and folio, some war, staining and dust soiling, 

few short tears, and defects, else in good legible condition, despite Dixonôs idiosyncratic spelling. 

     

      Series of six manuscript letters dated February 1840 ï October 1844, the first three from William Dixon 

to his family in Maryport, and Warrington in Cumbria, with the other three from his wife H. B. Dixon to 

her father and grandmother in Wisbech, Cambridgeshire.  

 

      The Dixons write at length about trying to locate the property of an uncle, John Carruthers, who had 

emigrated to America and appears to have owned property in Alabama, New Orleans and in Ohio. The 

efforts appear to have been largely unsuccessful. Carruthers appeared to have purchased the Alabama 

property on behalf of a ñnegroò apparently a free black, who was not allowed to directly purchase land 

in that county, so paid Carruthers to conduct the matter. Carruthers also appears to have owned land 

and as many as 30 slaves in New Orleans and to have conducted business there in the first quarter of 

the 19th century. 

  

       The Dixons appear to have settled in Jackson, Cape Girardeau County, Missouri. The letters written 

from there describe the familyôs struggles economically and otherwise.  

 

 

      ñMobile Feb 12th 1840 

 

     Dear Parents, 

 

         é their has nothing taken place concerning the property since I rote you the last letter I ham waiting 

hear until the time of Advertising is expired which will be next weeke then I mean to go to Mongomery 

I expect to be of by the Later end of next week my reason for not going before this time  is I ham been 

wating to see if their was any biles filed & if their was for me to be hear if I had gon before I would have 

had two Journeys & Doble expence but I expect now that one will be é I have bean to see if there is 

any biles filed by Fowler but there is non yet nor I expect that he will not make any clame has I have 

given him to under stand in an indirect way that I can defeat him so I think he will not make the attempt 

I hope not it will save me the trouble & expence if he does not he has only next week after that he will 

be bared by Law I canot git old of aney papers that Unkel had Paine & Fowler still persists that he had 

non the time that he was with them I expect  that you will have received my Letters that I sent by the 

way of N York I have had a letter from Bety Walker she says that thay forward them to England by her 

Letter & the accounts in the newspaper it appears that things is very Dul in N York has well has all other 

parts of America thay have had a very large fire in N Orleans there is a Building destroyed that cost 

one Million seven Hundred thousand dolers things of every sort is very dul heare the Rivers is got up 

at Last & the Coton comes pouring down thare is upwards of 40 thousand Bailes come down since 

Saturday but there is very few Buyers in the Market the accounts from Manchester & Liverpool is that 

Coton was failing so that makes this place dul  é William Dixonéò [sic] 

 

 

 

 



ñMobile March 10th 1840 

 

      Dear Parents, 

 

           Cap Gardner being A boute to leave this Place I take the Opportunity of Sending you these few lines 

by him acompaned with a Litel Tobaco & a few secars which I expect he will deliver to you when he 

delivers this letter According has I mentioned in my last I went to Mongomery to see the estate  I first 

went to Cahawba wich is about two Hundred Miles up the River at the Land Office in this place is near 

the Land was Bought paid for & entered in my Unkels name  this is what I went to see then I tooke a 

Boat for Mongomery to search the records their but I could not find aney entery of any Kinde their 

respecting it I got to understand hear whair abouts it was siturated so next morning I took a horse and 

rode down in the Country about 15 Miles enquiren at every Planters house that I could see until I got 

to the next Plantation to hit so I enquired of the Planter about it he went with me to the Man that is on 

it he is a Negro so I asked him several questions about the Land & asked him how he came to be in 

possession of it or what did he hold it by so he told me that it was his own & went and brought out the 

Paton or Deade so I took & reade it you may think that I was surprised when I saw that it was drawn up 

in his name asene to John Caruthers I took & examded it three times over to see if their was any 

Defroud about it or to see if thay had got this out since Unkels Death but it was just the same has é 

that I 52xamined in the Land Office at Cahaba & it was taken out in 23 years before Unkel left that part 

of the Country then I asked him how he came to have it assigned to him he saide that Negros is not 

allowed to enter Land in this State So he knowing Unkel he got him to enter it for him he gave him the 

Money when they purchas land hear thay get A sitificate upon them pay the Money then that is handed 

in & thay get the Deade or Patons they call them heare which is issued out from the General Land 

Office at Washington So before thay had handed in the Sitificate Unkel had assigned it to this Man he 

had endorsed it on the back of the sitificate then the paton or Deade was sent out in that Mans name 

his name is Oruny Fowler asine to John Carruthers this old Brown that that Lives over the Bay told me 

this storey but I did not believe it but it is too true the Old Negroe said that he youst to be in a grate deal 

of trubel always putting about his Mother & family & he sometimes youst to take a litel wiskey to revive 

his spirits he youst to neglect himself has regards clothes & youst not to mind how he went I hard this 

before but I did not put any touth in it but their was several planters that knewe him & they told me the 

same My opinion of him is that he has been unfortunate in the for part of his Life I mean that he must 

have lost a grate deal of money for he has always bean a hardworking Man but the thing is that you 

canot get your Money in this country when you have worked for it so I expect that he Lost a grate deal 

in this way in the former part of his life that when he got up in years & see the best part of his Life gon 

by that he got carles of himself the same I think is his reasons for not righting home in the Later part of 

his Life I had advise in Mongomery about the paton but they told me that if the paton was in his name 

which is the U States Security that no boddy could get it from him I met with a planter in the town that 

came from close by the land he knew Unkel so I was talking about it when the Man said he would swair 

that he see the Negro give Unkel the Money to bye the land with so I thought it was no youse of 

spending any more money over it so I returned to Mobile. 

            Business of every kind is very Dull hear there is nothing Doing in our trade so I think I shall leave 

hear for Ilinois next week whair I hope to be more fortunate so the next you may expect will be from 

Ilinoise. Coton is hear in grate quantities the store houses all full & the warfes é there is a vacant place 

in the Streets thay have it stowed full of coton the Planters have had very Grate crops this season it is 

selling very low hear but the frites for ships is pretty high é William Dixonò [sic] 

$ 650.00 

 



 19. Douglas, Rev. George William, Archive of Incoming Correspondence to Episcopal Minister the 

Rev. George William Douglas, of New York City, New York, American Preacher, Author, and 

Religious Leader, 1831-1925 

Archive of correspondence consisting of 186 incoming letters, 356 manuscript pages, dated from 1831 

to 1925 and written by over one hundred individuals to Rev. George William Douglas (1850-1926). The 

collection includes 130 letters (250 pp.) from American correspondents, dated between 1864 and 1923; 

27 letters (60 pp.) from English correspondents, dated between 1842 and 1909; and 29 Miscellaneous 

Letters (46 pp.), dated 1831 to 1925. There are also 27 pieces of ephemera, ranging from used empty 

envelopes, to Trinity College term report grades, to honorariums, etc.  

The correspondents include a many bishops, rectors, and canons of the Episcopal Church both in 

America and in England, as well as several persons connected to the Oxford Movement in England. 

Other correspondents include American politicians (Governor, Senator, Assistant Secretary of State, 

and Secretary of State), English and American academics and scholars, university presidents, authors, 

industrialists, and socialites.  

A couple of the early letters were written to Douglasô father, but the vast majority was written to the Rev. 

George William Douglas. As might be expected, the correspondence focuses on theological matters, 

as well as social comments such as congratulations on sermons given, or books written, books sent to 

them, etc.  

       Rev. George William Douglas (1850-1926) 

The Rev. George William Douglas was born in New York City on 8 July 1850, the son of banker William 

Bradley Douglas of New York City and his wife Charlotte Cornelia Dickinson Ferris.  His father was 

cashier of the Bank of Ithaca, New York. Afterwards William moved to New York City and with others 

founded the Mercantile Bank, becoming its first president.  

George William Douglas attended St. Paulôs School, Concord, New Hampshire, graduating in 1868. 

He attended Trinity College Hartford, Connecticut, graduating with a B.A. (valedictorian) in 1871 and 

received his M.A. from Trinity in 1874. He then attended and graduated from the General Theological 

Seminary in New York later the same year. He was ordained a Deacon in June of 1874 by the Right 

Reverend Horatio Potter, who also ordained him a priest in December of 1876. Douglas was also a 

student at the Universities of Oxford and Bonn between 1874 and 1876. He received a Doctor of 

Sacred Theology degree from Hobart College in 1885 and a Doctor of Divinity degree both from Trinity 

College in 1895. 

Douglas became a leading American preacher and religious leader. With his studies abroad, he had 

connections throughout the world with religious leaders of the time. During his career he held various 

positions including: tutor at General Theological Seminary, NY, 1877-78; Assistant at Calvary Church 

in NY, 1878; assistant at Trinity Church, Wall Street, NY, 1879-86, where he resigned due to poor 

health. He went to Europe for two years, returning to become rector at. Johnôs, Washington, DC, 1888-

92; dean and trustee at the Cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul, Washington, DC, 1891-92; select 

rector at St. Johnôs Church, Washington, D.C.; 1889-1898; rector at Trinity Church, New Haven, CT, 

1892-1898; select preacher at Grace Church, NYC, 1898-1904; and canon at the Cathedral Church 

of St. John the Divine, NYC, 1904-1913. In addition, Douglas was instructor at the Training School for 

Deaconesses, NY, 1889-1904; examining chaplain, Diocese of NY, 1904-12; select preacher at 

Beloved Disciple, NYC, 1916-21; lecturer at Christian Institutions and Episcopal Church Polity, Union 

Theological Seminary, NY, 1915-18; and acting rector at St. Johnôs, Washington, DC, 1920. 



By 1910, Douglas was a leading member of the Diocese of New Yorkôs Social Service Commission, 

the director of the New York published ñThe Churchman,ò and chair of the executive committee of the 

Christian Unity Foundation. In later years, he was a lecturer at the Union Theological Seminary in New 

York and, from 1920 until his death in 1926, served as honorary canon at the Cathedral of St. John 

the Divine in New York City. 

Along with his ministerial duties, Douglas was also an author of several books and essays including: 

The Trinity Church Catechism of the Chief Things which a Christian Ought to Know (NY: E. & J. B. 

Young &  Co., 1880); Christôs Challenge to Manôs Spirit in this World Crisis (NY: Anson D. Randolph 

& Co., 1893); The Transfiguration of Self Sacrifice (Hartford: Press of Case, Lockwood & Brainard 

Co., 1886); and Essays in Appreciation (London: Longmans Green, 1912). 

During his period as rector of St. Johnôs Church, Dr. Douglas was active in the effort to organize a 

National Cathedral Foundation for the purpose of building a cathedral in Washington, D.C. He solicited 

funds for the cathedral foundation and obtained a pledge from Mrs. Phoebe Hearst to pay for the entire 

cost of the first building on the cathedralôs land: the National Cathedral School for Girls. 

Also, during his time at St. Johnôs in Washington, D.C., on 5 Feb 1890, Douglas officiated at the joint 

funerals of Mrs. Delinda Tracy and Ms. Mary Tracy, the wife and daughter of Secretary of the Navy 

Benjamin F. Tracy. The two women died in a tragic fire and the Tracy family were members of St. 

Johnôs Church, hence Douglas being asked to officiate the funeral ceremonies which took place in the 

East Room of the White House, the first funeral service to be held in the White House since the death 

of President Abraham Lincoln. In attendance were President Benjamin Harrison, his cabinet, the 

senior military leadership, and the Washington diplomatic corps. 

The Rev. Douglas married at Trinity Church, Newport, Rhode Island, on 2 Sept 1884 Cornelia De 

Koven Dickey, daughter of Judge Hugh T. Dickey (1811-1892) and Frances Russell De Koven (1829-

1900). It is possible that his wifeôs family (the DeKovenôs) were related to James DeKoven (1831-

1879), who was a priest, educator, and a leader of the Oxford Movement in the Episcopal Church. 

James DeKoven writes one letter to Douglas in this collection. The letterôs tone is very friendly towards 

Douglas. 

The Rev. George William Douglas died on 20 Oct 1926, at his residence in Tuxedo Park, NY. His 

funeral was held at St. Maryôs Church, Tuxedo Park, NY, on 23 Oct 1926. He was buried in Woodlawn 

Cemetery in New York City. 

Outline of Correspondence in the Collection 

Douglasôs correspondents include leading churchmen in America and England. On the American side 

of the Atlantic, Douglas receives 130 letters (250 pp.). His correspondents are a range of individuals 

from various walks of life, with many from the Episcopal Church. There are 26 different Bishops, 

rectors and canons of Episcopal churches, as well as one of the Apostles of the Church of the Latter 

Day Saints. Douglas also receives letters from politicians (a Governor, a U.S. Senator, and a Secretary 

of State), judges, and lawyers, as well as college presidents, scholars, authors, and industrialists. A 

list of the 73 different American correspondents is as follows: 

Christopher Columbus Augur (1821-1898), Brigadier General, veteran of the Mexican War, Indian 

Wars, and Civil Wars; William Morris Barker (1854-1901), Bishop of Washington state; Rev. Dr. Walton 

Wesley Battershall (1840-1920), Rector of St. Peterôs Church, Albany, NY; Thomas Francis Bayard 

(1828-1898), United States Senator and Secretary of State under President Cleveland; William 

Bisham (1838- ), friend of Mark Twain and Edwin Booth; Rev. Lester Bradner, Jr. (1867-1929), Author, 



Rector St. Johnôs Episcopal Church, Providence, RI; Rt. Rev. Chauncey Bunce Brewster (1848-1941), 

Fifth Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut; William Montgomery Brown (1855-1937), 

Radical American Bishop, Marxist and Communist; John Lee Carroll (1830-1911), 37th Governor of 

Maryland; Thomas March Clark (1812-1903), American Episcopal Bishop; Rev. Dr. Henry Augustus 

Coit (1830-1895), First Rector of St. Paulôs School, Concord, NH; John Howard Coit (1831-1906), 

Second Rector of St. Paulôs School, Concord, NH, brother of Rev. Dr. Henry Augustus Coit; C. George 

Currie, D.D., Rector of Christ Church, Baltimore, MD, previously Rector of Grace Church, Providence, 

RI; John Davis (1851-1902), U.S. Assistant Secretary of State, Judge of the United States Court of 

Claims; John Chandler Bancroft Davis (1822-1907), American lawyer, diplomat, president of 

Newburgh and New York Railway Company; William Heathcote DeLancey (1797-1865), Sixth Provost 

of the University of Pennsylvania, Bishop of Western New York; James DeKoven (1831-1879), Priest, 

educator, and a leader of the Oxford Movement in the Episcopal Church; Richard H. Derby, New York 

ophthalmologist, Oculist. Morgan Dix (1827-1908), American Episcopal Church priest, theologian, 

author; William Croswell Doane (1832-1913), Bishop and founding member of Burlington College, 

New Jersey; Elijah Winchester Donald (1848-1904), Rector of Trinity Church, Boston; Roswell 

Pettibone Flower (1835-1899), 30th Governor of NY from 1892-1894; Rt. Rev. James E. Freeman 

(1866-1943), Third Bishop of Washington, Founder of the Cathedral College, Washington; Rt. Rev. 

Thomas Frank Gailor (1856-1935), Third Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Tennessee; Daniel Coit 

Gilman (1831-1908), educator and academician, First President of Johns Hopkins University; Charles 

Chapman Grafting (1830-1912), 2nd Bishop of Fond du Lac, WI; Anson Rogers Graves (c1842-1931), 

Bishop of West Nebraska; David Hummell Greer (1844-1919), American Protestant Episcopal Bishop; 

William Mercer Grosvenor (1863-1916), Dean of the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine, New 

York; Arthur Twinning Hadley (1856-1930), President of Yale University; Rev. Benjamin I. Haight, St. 

Paulôs Chapel, New York, NY; Arthur C. A. Hall (1847-1929), Bishop of Vermont; Rev. Daniel Henshaw 

(1822-1908), Bishop of Rhode Island; F. A. Henry, early 20th Century American composer of hymns, 

graduate of the University of Michigan; George Hendric Houghton (1820-1897), American Protestant 

Episcopal clergyman, Rector of the Church of Transfiguration in New York; Frederick John Foakes 

Jackson (1855-1941), Church historian; Augustus D. Julliard (1836-1919), businessman whose 

philanthropy built the renowned conservatory of dance, music and theatre in NYC, the Julliard School; 

John A. Kasson (1822-1910), U.S. Congressman from Iowaôs 5th District; Frederick J. Kingsbury 

(1863-1927), industrialist; William Lawrence (1850-1941), 7th Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Massachusetts; Douglas Merritt, Trustee of St. Stephenôs (now Bard) College; George Macculloch 

Miller (1832-1917), Lawyer and Secretary of Cathedral of St. John the Divine, along with J.P. Morgan, 

served as director of the New York, New Haven, Hartford Railroad; William Joseph Mills (1849-1915), 

jurist, served three terms as Chief Justice of the New Mexico Territorial Supreme Court, as well as the 

19th (and final) governor of New Mexico Territory; Theodore Thornton Munger (1830-1910), American 

Congregational clergyman and author; Francis Phillip Nash (1836-1911), Professor of Latin and 

Modern Languages, Hobart College, Geneva, NY; William Woodruff Niles (1832-1914), Third Bishop 

of the Episcopal Diocese of NH; Thomas Jones Packard (1854-1912), Episcopal priest and rector of 

Christ Church, Mt. Laurel, VA; Benjamin Henry Paddock (1828-1891), Bishop of Massachusetts; 

Edward Melville Parker (1855-1925), Bishop of the Episcopal Church in the United States; William 

Stevens Perry (1832-1898), Second Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Iowa; John Phillips (1810-

1867), Calvinistic Methodist minister and first principal of the Normal College, Bangor, ME; Henry 

Codman Potter (1835-1908), 7th Bishop of Episcopal Diocese of New York; Wilford Lash Robbins 

(1859-1927), Dean of All Saints Cathedral, Albany, NY, and Dean of the Theological Seminary New 

York; Rev. Thomas Ruggles Pynchon (1823-1904), President of Trinity College, Hartford, CT; Henry 

Yates Satterlee (1843-1908), First Episcopal Bishop of Washington, established the Washington 

National Cathedral; Caroline Webster Schermerhorn (1830-1908), 19th Century American socialite; 

Charles Michael Schwab (1862-1939), American entrepreneur;  



Storrs Ozias Seymour (1836-1918), Rector at St. Michaels Church, Litchfield, CT; Rev. Charles 

Morton Sills (1850-1924), Canon of St. Lukeôs Cathedral, Rector of Trinity Church, Geneva, NY; Rev. 

George Williamson Smith (1836-1925), Navy Chaplain, Asst. Rector of St. Johnôs Episcopal Church, 

New York, NY; John Henry Smith (1848-1911), Member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles and 

the First Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints; John Franklin Spalding (1828-

1902), Missionary Bishop of Colorado, with jurisdiction in the Territories of Wyoming and New Mexico; 

Bishop Strong, Christ Church Rectory, New York; Rev. Albert Rhett Stuart (1846-1902), Episcopal 

Minister in Georgetown, Washington, D.C.; Ethelbert Talbot (1848-1928), Presiding Bishop of the 

Episcopal Church; Henry Russell Talbot, Canon Washington Cathedral, formerly Dean of All Saints 

Cathedral, Albany, NY and St. Stephenôs Church, Boston; Philip Reese Uhler (1835-1913), American 

librarian and entomologist who specialized in Heteroptera; Lemuel Henry Wells (1841-1936), First 

Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Spokane, WA: Ozi William Whitaker (1830-1911), American 

Bishop; Cortlandt Whitehead (1842-1921), Second Bishop of Pittsburgh; Charles David Williams 

(1860-1923), Bishop of Michigan Diocese of the Episcopal Church, advocate of the ñsocial gospelò 

views of Walter Rauschenbusch; John Williams (1817-1899), Eleventh Presiding Bishop of the 

Episcopal Church in the United States; George Worthington (1840-1908), Second Bishop of Nebraska; 

      Many of the correspondents only wrote one letter. However, there are several men that wrote more 

often such as John Chandler Bancroft Davis (6) who married the granddaughter of Rufus King, one of 

the last signatories of the Constitution. He was the brother of U.S. Congressman Horace Davis and 

the son of Massachusetts Governor John Davis. He became 56harge dô affaires at the American 

Embassy in London, later appointed by President Grant as Assistant U.S. Secretary of State and 

finished his career on the Court of Claims. 

     Another multiple letter writer is Bishop Henry Codman Potter, who wrote eight letters to Douglas. 

He was the Episcopal Bishop of the United States, the seventh Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 

New York. He was also the son of another Bishop, that being Bishop Alonzo Potter. 

The Reverend Dr. Henry Augustus Coit, First Rector of St. Paulôs School, Concord, NH, wrote five 

letters to Douglas. Douglas attended and graduated from St. Paulôs School. Coitôs brother Joseph 

Howland Coit, the 2nd rector of the school, also wrote three letters to Douglas. 

Morgan Dix, an American Episcopal Church priest, theologian, and religious author wrote 8 letters to 

Douglas. Dix was connected to Trinity Church in New York, a church that Douglas was once affiliated 

with. Dix was against the entrance of women into universities, because as he said, ñit was not proper 

for young women to be exposed to the gaze of young men, many of whom were less bent upon 

learning than upon amusement.ò 

David Hummell Greer, an American Protestant Episcopal Bishop wrote five letters to Douglas. He 

became Bishop of the New York Diocese upon the death of Bishop Potter in 1908. Rev. George 

William Smith, a Navy Chaplin from 1864 to 1876, then assistant rector at St. Johnôs Episcopal Church, 

Lafayette Square, in Washington, D.C., writes six letters to Douglas. 

There are 27 letters (60 pp.) from English correspondents written between 1842 and 1909 from 

churchmen, theologians, and scholars. Most of these letters date from the 1870s to 1900s, with the 

earlier letters appearing to have been written to Douglasô father. Amongst the British correspondents 

who wrote multiple letters are Henry Parry Lindon, an Anglican priest and theologian. Lindon, who 

wrote three letters to Douglas, was connected to the Oxford Movement leader Edward Bouverie 

Pusey, who also writes one letter to Douglas. Lindon was Puseyôs biographer and friend. The list of 

English correspondents includes:  



Sir William Fletcher Barrett (1844-1925), English physicist and parapsychologist; John William Burgon 

(1813-1888), English Anglican divine, Dean of Chichester Cathedral, and author; Thomas Kelly 

Cheyne (1841-1915), English divine and Biblical critic; Lord Alwyne Compton (1825-1906), Anglican 

Bishop; Frederic William Farrar (1831-1903), Cleric of the Church of England, Dean of Canterbury, 

schoolteacher and author; Charles Gore (1853-1932), Anglican bishop, liberal theologian, and 

ecumenical leader; William Henry Havergal (1793-1870), Rector, Canon, hymn writer; Joseph Singer 

Henderson (1786-1866), Bishop of Meath; Hebert Hensley Henson (1863-1947), Anglican priest, a 

controversialist and Bishop of Durham; Edward King (1829-1910), Anglican Bishop of Lincoln; The 

Right Reverend The Honorable Augustus Legge (1831-1913), Bishop of Litchfield; William John Knox 

Little (1839-1918), English preacher, Canon of Worcester, and Sub-Dean; Louis George Mylne (1843-

1941), Bishop of Bombay from 1876-1897; Edwin Palmer (1824-1895), English churchman and 

academic, Corpus Professor of Latin at Oxford, and archdeacon of Oxford; Benjamin Parsons Symons 

(1785-1878), Warden of Wadham College; Edward Bouverie Pusey (1800-1882), England Anglican 

theologian, scholar, and a leader of the Oxford Movement; Charles Williams (c1804-1877), Principal 

of Jesus College, Oxford, from 1857-1877; Henry Parry Liddon (1829-1890), Anglican priest, 

theologian, close friend and biographer of the Oxford Movement leader Edward Bouverie Pusey. 

There are also 29 Miscellaneous Letters (46 pp.), dated 1831 to 1925, with the majority being in the 

1890s to 1920s. 

$ 500.00 

20. (Education) Foot, Samuel A., An Address Delivered before The Euglossian and Alpha Phi Delta 

Societies of Geneva College, August 1, 1832. Subject ï Conversation as a branch of Education. 

Geneva: Printed by J. C. Merrell and Co., 1832, octavo, 23, [1] pp., lacking wrappers, removed from 

bound pamphlet volume, scattered light foxing to text, else a good copy. 

American Imprints 12438                                                                                                          $ 35.00 

 

21. (Financial Fraud) Correspondence, Documents, Papers Concerning the Fraudulent Claims of the 

purported heirs of the Lawrence-Chase-Townley Estate, 1873-1898 

     39 letters, 115 manuscript pages, (24 retained mailing envelopes) and 1 memorandum and accts book 

(81 manuscript pp.); plus related ephemeral material: 18 pieces (35 pp.) of manuscript ephemera; 15 

pieces of printed ephemera (circulars, advertisements etc.); 15 newspaper clippings, 1 printed pamphlet 

(approximately 40 pp.), 2 postcards, and 1 calling card; all related to the Lawrence-Chase-Townley 

Estate and its supposed ñheirsò and the various efforts of the association to defraud this estate. 

     History of the Lawrence-Townley, or Chase-Townley Estate 

     Lawrence-Chase-Townley Associations, now considered fraudulent, were formed in the United States 

and Canada in the mid and late 1800s. Members of the Lawrence, Chase, and Townley families were 

approached with a story about a family estate in England originally belonging to Sir Richard Townley to 

which they were entitled, and invited to subscribe to a fund for the prosecution of its rightful claim to that 

estate. While a Townley estate did exist in England, there were no absent heirs, and therefore no claim 

to be made by American or Canadian Townley descendants. 

 

  

 



     The background of the long running hoax was that it was asserted and believed that there was in 

England a sum of money, variously estimated from three hundred to five hundred million dollars, which 

belonged to, and could be recovered by, lawful heirs of John Lawrence and Mary Townley, his wife. The 

origin of the family and of the fund had been at times differently stated in accounts given by the various 

claimants seeking recovery of the estate. 

     Richard Townley, the ancestor of Townley of Lancashire, England, owned vast estates, which 

descended through several generations to Richard Townley, of Townley Hall, who married Mary, the 

daughter of Lord Widrington, and had two sons, and two daughters, viz: Mary and Dorothy. Mary married 

John Lawrence, and Dorothy married Sir Francis Howard, afterwards Lord Effingham, who owned vast 

estates in Corby, including the famous Corby Castle. 

     Mary Townley and her husband John Lawrence immigrated to America about the year 1713 and died in 

Massachusetts leaving one son, Jonathan. Lord Effingham died without issue, and his wife became sole 

heir to his estate. She soon died leaving her estate to Mary Townley Lawrence in America; and by failure 

of a male line of Richard Townley, his estate reverted to his daughter, Mary Townley Lawrence, thus the 

line of inheritance was through the one son (Jonathan) of John Lawrence and Mary Townley who 

immigrated to America. 

      When Richard Townley, the father of Mary Lawrence, died, his will was proved and recorded at Doctors' 

Commons, in London, on 10 October 1735, leaving his widow surviving. The latter died in 1740, leaving 

her vast estates in land, jewels, plate, and money in the Bank of England, by will to her two daughters, 

Mary Lawrence and her heirs in America, and Dorothy Howard, of Corby Castle, England, and to their 

heirs and at their disposal. 

      Dorothy Howard died in 1757 without issue and willed her estates, both real and personal, to her sister 

Mary Lawrence, in America, and to her heirs forever. These two estates at that time, for want of an heir 

in the name of Mary Townley Lawrence, were administered by the Government of England, and all the 

landed estates were held and rented by the government and the rents, as well as money, jewels and 

plate of Mary Widrington Townley and Dorothy Howard were deposited in the Bank of England drawing 

interest at three percent a year on the money deposited. It was this fortune sitting in the Bank of England 

for over a century that drew the attention of covetous impostors in the late 19th Century. The estate was 

caught up in legal battles with the supposed descendants and heirs fighting for recovery of this by now 

immense sum of money. In the late 19th century there were supposedly several hundred plus claimants 

many of whom were caught up in associations such as those outlined in this correspondence; however, 

it was all eventually proved to be a hoax and a fraud. 

     After the death of Colonel John Townley, last of Richard's male line of descent, the British Parliament 

devised the Townley Estates Act, which divided the estate among seven heirs. Several of the Lawrence-

Chase-Townley associations sought to challenge the distribution. A High Court solicitor named Howell 

Thomas took their case, but the court dismissed the action as frivolous, as it was based on the fraudulent 

genealogies created by the Association. Though a book, The Lawrence, Chase, Townley Estate: The 

Mystery Solved, was published in 1888 to debunk the myth of the Townley estate, the Associations 

continued their activities until after the First World War. 

 

  

 



     Description of Collection 

     Correspondence includes 10 letters from 1873; 11 letters from 1885; 15 letters from 1886; and 1 each 

from 1896 and 1898, and 1 undated letter. The ephemeral material appears to date from the same 

general time period (1873-1898). The majority of the correspondence was written either to Mrs. Sarah 

Chase Fox, or her husband, Mr. J.B. Fox. Mrs. Fox was one of the "supposed" heirs who were attempting 

to recover the monies from the famed Lawrence-Chase-Townley Estate. 

     The letters of 1873 are all addressed to Mr. J. B. Fox of Chicago. They were written by Wm. C. Stevens 

(Princeville, Illinois); Franklin M. Chase (Ann Arbor, Michigan); Dr. John B. Chase (Taunton, 

Massachusetts); Joshua Chase (Hammonsville, Kentucky), and Henry S. Chase (Cornish Flats, New 

Hampshire). All of the letters are written in response to inquiries by Fox about the genealogy of the 

families involved in the Lawrence-Chase-Townley Estate case, etc. 

     The letters from 1885 and 1886 were written primarily to Mrs. Sarah Chase Fox (23 letters), the wife of 

J.B. Fox. The remaining 3 letters were written to J. B. Fox (1); a Mr. E.D. Thorne, of St. Louis, Missouri; 

and Wallace Stevens, of Terre Haute, Indiana. Mrs. Fox received letters from her husband (1); G. W. C. 

of Olathe, Kansas S.M. Warriner, of Oneida Co., New York; John W. McDonald, of Ft. Scott, Kansas 

(3); Geo. F. Chase, of Taunton, Massachusetts (2); Cha. H. Wallace, of Kirwin, Kansas; M.A. Boynton, 

of Muskegon, Michigan; Mrs. Jud Clark, of Fairbanks, Nebraska (3); Laura Ann Bingham, of Northfield, 

Michigan; H.H. Weir of Carlinville, Illinois; John Osburn, of Ashley, Ohio (2); brother Wm. S. Chase of 

Canton, Ohio; C. Wood Davis, Wichita, Kansas (2); F. E. Chase, Havana and Centralia, Illinois (2); Mrs. 

J. O. Kinney, New York City; Mrs. B.S. George, Concord, Massachusetts.   

     The letter written to J.B. Fox is from the American Consul at Cuba, the letter to Wm. Stevens being 

written by F. Alden Held, of Washington, D.C. The correspondence relates to the Lawrence-Chase-

Townley Estate, the claimants and general information and developments in the case, as well as other 

claimants coming forward, etc. 

     The two letters from 1896 and 1898 were written to Sylvester S. Chase, of Baldwin, Iowa and were 

written by a W.S. Chase of Cleveland and Canton, Ohio. These two letters do not deal with the 

Lawrence-Chase-Townley Estate, but concern instead family matters. 

     The ephemeral material consists of 1 memorandum and accts book (81 mss pp.); plus printed and 

manuscript ephemera, including: 18 pieces (35 pp.) of manuscript ephemera such as memorandum 

notes, genealogy; 15 pieces of printed ephemera (circulars, printed proceedings of meetings, etc.); 15 

newspaper clippings, 1 printed pamphlet (approx 40 pp.), 2 postcards, and 1 calling card, with all material 

related to the Lawrence-Chase-Townley Estate heirs and efforts of the associations. 

$ 950.00 



 

 

22. (Florida) Varnum, John Prescott (1854-1888) Group of Letters and Papers Pertaining to the Career 

of John P. Varnum, Newspaper man and Republican Party operative in Florida, 1875-1887 

    20 letters, 61 pages, three legal documents, one page of manuscript notes, partial text of address on 

Republican Party politics, 4 manuscript pages, one printed circular, two pages.  

 

     Letters written mainly to his wife Josephine Dyer Varnum, who apparently did not find the climate of 

Florida congenial and spent a good deal of time in Massachusetts. The collection also includes letters 

to and from his associates in politics and business and these letters discuss the rough and tumble world 

of political life in Florida at the time.  

 

     John Prescott Varnum (February 26, 1854-December 5, 1888) was the son of John Varnum and Nancy 

E. Greene of Troy, New York, and Dracut, Massachusetts. Varnum moved to Florida circa 1870 where 

he was found living in election precinct 10, Micanopy, Alachua, Florida. Varnum later had a home in Eau 

Gallie, now a neighborhood of Melbourne, Florida. He was working as Receiver in the United States 

Consolidated Land Office, in Gainesville, Florida in the late 1870ôs. He practiced law in Tallahassee in 

his own firm, and by 1881 was practicing law in Jacksonville, with the firm of Cheney and Varnum. From 

1882 to 1884 he was city editor of the Florida Daily Times, afterwards the Times-Union, in Jacksonville. 

He subsequently became morning editor of the News-Herald of Jacksonville. He was active in 

Republican Party politics at the state level and appears to have run unsuccessfully for office at least 

once. He married Josephine L. Dyer ("Josie") of East Stoughton, Massachusetts, on December 14, 



1875, in Brevard, Florida, and they had three children: Charles Archibald (b. 1877), Grace Dyer (b. 

1879), and Edith Christine (b. 1883). 

     He died on December 5, 1888, in Avon, Massachusetts, at the age of 34, where he was buried.  

 

     Sample Quotes:  

 

ñTallahassee, Office of John P. Varnum, Attorney and Counsellor at Law, 187? 

      Dear Lean, 

           We leave here on Thursday next for Eau Gallie. Letters that may come for me here will be forwarded 

to Mundee, but direct hereafter to Eau Gallie, Brevard County, Florida. Gleason is sitting opposite me at 

my table at work on his canal survey ï It will run through the middle of sections 19 and 20 of our township 

into Elbow Creek or Eau Gallie river as it is now called. Gleason says Harvie has a tip-top location. He 

has given me the agency for all of his land on the peninsula ï 16000 acres. I have the agency for the 

Calleyôs lands also & some others. 

         You must come down next September. If you go up to Lawrence & see grandmother you will do me 

a favor if you will get my pistol belt & holster & sheath knife & bring it down here next fall. If you should 

see that John Brown pike head I should like to have you take it to E. S. & ask Mr. D to take care of it for 

me. Iôm afraid I shall lose it there in L. é Johnò 

    ñRivercliffò Eau Gallie, Fla., Aug. 6, 1875 

      My dear Lou, 



          I received this morning an unusually long letter from you written from Medford, & it was also by the 

way, an exceedingly pleasant affair. I have bit one serious objection to offer. Both yourself & Harvie have 

allowed the habit to steal upon you of adding a postscript apologizing for the use of the title ñMr.ò instead 

of ñesq.ò in connection with my name. Now I am not ungenerous & if you have any good & sufficient 

reason for imposing after this fashion I will endure it for ten or twelve weeks longer but I am beginning 

to feel that it is about played out. Esquire is just as common a title that is, it is just as much used, or 

more, than the prefix of ñMr.ò & has appeared on my letters since I was 16 years old It means simply 

ñgentlemanò & I am not any more an animal of that sort than I was a year ago. I never doted on titles ï I 

have held quite a number by a perfect & proper right yet never imposed them on even an enemy. Capt. 

Sims is not a captain & never was. I was the very least of the ñcaptainsò at the Prison, & the appellation 

still obtains & is used by the convicts as honorary. He would resent it if I called him Mister. I should 

correct him if he called me captain yet I am ñCaptainò & Aid-de -camp to the Governor ï that is on the 

personal staff of his Excellencyò, now.  é My name is John P. Varnum, my title, counsellor at Law. I will 

swear by both of those but donôt recognize either prefixes or suffixes. 

        I am going to New Smyrna to morrow to carry father in his new yacht, the ñSadieò. I am the only sailor 

at Eau Gallie, among our crowd, & father canôt even steer a craft. I have had some tough old times on 

this river. 

        You tell me about ñbeing sent awayò & ñgetting readyò & that you ñyou know you shall like itò &c &c., 

but you donôt allow any light to leak into my soul as it were, on the subject of your coming here nor give 

me a chance for even a reasonable guess. I know you will find it a hard place to live in & me a 

disagreeable fellow.  You will find it lonesome, unpleasant & hard to endure. You will be sadly 

disappointed in me & find you have yet to become thoroughly acquainted with my evil points, my 

disagreeable ways, my whims & my bitter firey temper. You will long for your companions, your books 

& even the dreary desolate fields of solemn Stoughtoné. John P. Varnumò  

ñGainesville, Oct. 1st, 1877 

    C. Dyer, Jr. Esq. 

    My dear Father, 

         I am up in my room where I have been writing all the evening and am keeping the light burning, 

somewhat to Josieôs annoyance I am afraid, to write. I have been two days now on a ñPrivate Land 

Claimò, doing nothing else in that time. I have about finished it and am boiling it down as I copy it. All this 

work is turned over to me, and we have so much of it lately that I am little else than examiner of claims, 

contests and petitions. The claim I am bust on now is very old and has been pending in this office since 

1870. Alexander Hamilton reported against it in 1823. The grant was a conditional one made in 1803 by 

the Spanish governor Enrique White, and includes the whole of Merrittôs island and seven thousand 

acres beside. I think I have got a pretty good report adverse to it. 

        The soldiers of the late war are not entitled to Land Warrants, and their privileges under the Homestead 

law are not assignable. A Land Warrant may be used in this State only to commute a homestead entry. 

       The autograph you can not decipher is ñThos. A. Hendricks,ò the political sphynx, and financial crats-

cradle of Indiana. You may have heard of the venerable old swindler. We are having a great deal of 

drizzle and damp bad weather generally. It comes down like the tread of elephants, on the pockets of 

cotton planters. 



         I am very anxious to go into business by myself. I am almost persuaded to try the law here. I may get 

the editor ship of a local weekly. We need a newspaper here sadly. If I could get the Receiver ship I 

would try that I think with some relish. Father is building here. But I hardly know what he means to do 

with his building. I suppose a store and offices is his intention é Jno. P. Varnumò  

ñGainesville, Florida, May 11th, 1878 (11 oôclock p.m.)  

    My dear little wife, 

         é I am working in the land office just as usual. I am shipping petitions by the cord. I wish a cord may 

catch some of the petitioners. To day I made the following note at the bottom of a letter of transmittal to 

the Commissioner ñP.S. The petitioner, Mrs. Durance, was, during the Florida War of 1836, shot and 

scalped by Indians. She was not killed, and still lives ï one of Floridaôs early pioneers.ò  

         Perhaps you want to know all the ñgossip.ò Well, perhaps you knew Dr. Parker ñbustedò. He has 

become a confirmed drunkard. Acee occupies the whole store. Castellan having become a lawyer (God 

save the mark!) has shut up shop, and his store is carpeted and occupied by Dr. McCall. Father is putting 

on his brick front ï on his house, of course. Sadie and Henry attend a singing school (a ridiculous affair) 

in Roperôs old hall. Sadie goes over to McCormicks every evening to practice for a concert she has no 

intention of taking part in. é  

         I am reading a Woman Hater instead of Bishop on Criminal Procedureé. J. P. Varnumò  

ñGainesville, Florida July 6th, 1878 

    My dear little Wife, 

         é. Roper is a candidate for the democratic nomination for Congress, at the coming Palatka 

convention. I am going to secure a delegate from Indian river. We had a Fourth of July picnic at 

Arredondo. Nick Call of Jacksonville, ñoratedò and Turner of Gainesville, and McCall of Lake City. I was 

invited by Col. Colclough, Capt. Foster, Gen. Taylor, Mr. Hale, and others, democrats, to speak, and by 

at least a dozen republicans. I should have spoken, but before we got down to the vicinity of the grand 

stand it began raining, and rained till nearly dark. I came home drenched. Yes, Col. Thrasher urged me 

to speak. I made a dinner speech, you know, the night of the Turtle Club carnival. It happened to be a 

happy one ï luckily for me. é John P. Varnumò  

ñGainesville, Florida, United States Consolidated Land Office, July 23rd, 1878 

    My dear little Josie, 

         é I took a devilish big hand in politics here last week. We made an effort to beat Walls, but we began 

too late. I united under my leadership all the white republicans, including Cessna, Barnes, Drake, and 

other old residents, and got some democrats, notably Cox, and B. M. Smith; and some intelligent 

negroes, notably John Dawkins, Mayo, Burt and others. é 

        The ñUniversity Base Ball Clubò, Henryôs crowd, have a dance to night in Oak Hall dining room. How 

much of a jamboree it will  be I can not predict.  

        Roper confidently expects the nomination at Palatka. He has not secured any delegation outside of 

Alachua yet, unless it is Bradford. Marion, Clay, Putnam, and perhaps Duval support P. P. Bishop. 

Orange and Volusia are pledged to old silly Sawyer of the Sun and Press. Conover has been nominated 



by the democrats. Bisbee will receive a re-nomination in this district. Walls is organizing a split in 

democratic interesté John P. Varnumò   

ñGainesville, Florida, May 3rd, 1880 

    My dear ñDodoò ï  

        Perhaps you would like me to write you something about local politics, as you well know that my return 

here would considerably affect them. A city election was in progress when I returned. But to go back to 

something more primitive. I well knew that Barnes and Dennis would sometime fall out. I mean to say, I 

knew it a year and more ago, that it was imminent. Barnesô wife hates Dennis cordially. Barnes said to 

me long ago that he couldnôt follow Dennis the way Dennis was going ï that he (B.) couldnôt endure so 

much ñniggerò, [sic] &c. 

        Long ago, too, Dennis began to plan his own nomination for Congress. He must to that end have row 

with Bisbee. He therefore jumped upon Rollins. After the fight which you know all about Rollins opened 

a terrible warfare on Dennis. It was a re-hot attack. Only by Bisbeeôs interference was Dennis saved 

being dismissed by the order of the Commissioner of Int. Rev. A special agent was sent here from the 

Gen. Land Office and one by the Int. Rev. Bureau. Rollins was attacking Barnes for permitting such a 

character as Dennis to use the office, and Rollins has a brother in the U. S. Senate. Barnes had to stand 

or fall with one or the other of the parties. He was plainly compromised. He chose to go back on Dennis. 

          To go back just a little. Rollins in his original report had stated that Barnes had said that he did not 

want Dennis either in the office or at his house ï Dennis had got a copy of this report of sixty or seventy 

pages but as he found in it things that he knew to be lies he thought this other statement false. Now to 

resume.  

          Barnes signed an agreement with Rollins which was to settle all differences between them. It was 

sent to Washington and Dennis got a copy of it. Among other things he agreed to put Dennis out of the 

office on or before a certain day. Dennis had a talk with Barnes in the matter and Barnes denied it all. 

Dennis had the evidence in his pocket but hadnôt the heart to produce it. 

           A day or two later Barnes asked Dennis if he hadnôt just as lief move out. Then they broke and 

Dennis moved from the office and from Barnes house too. Dennis was exonerated by the Comôr of Int. 

Rev. You see the Spôl agôt from that office made the rounds of the business houses here ï they all said 

he was a d ï Radical but that his private character was good. Rollins still kept after Dennis however. 

Dennis had by this time collected a frightful lot of materials from Rollinôs record. A vigorous 

correspondence ensued and Rollins wrote a contemptible, abject retraction and apology. I have seen 

the original in Dennis possession. Of course this left Barnes as Gen. Scott would say ñwith his breeches 

downò ï Dutton, Barnes, Porter and father united against Dennis in the city election and defeated him. 

The band serenaded me and I went to a meeting and made a vigorous speech but declined to say a 

word about the election. Dennis got tiffed at me. I had not been to call on him but once and he thought I 

was working for Burnett, when in fact, I did not open my mouth in the matter. 

           There were in the county two executive committees. The old one and the one organized by me. Mine 

was as good as Wallsô committee because I got it recognized by the convention; more emphatically 

recognized in fact than the Walls committee. Walls resigned from his committee and Dennis was put in 

his place. This filling a vacancy was outside the power of the committee to perform.  Dennis was made 

chairman of it and issued the call for a convention. So that if I had wished I could have ï and can yet, 

send a delegation to Jôville and defeat Dennisô delegation on the strength of that illegal call. But I donôt 

want to, as I will explain.  



          Bisbee supposed even as late as when I was in Washington that Dennis was his friend. When I was 

in W., Bisbee told me that the District executive committee were to meet in Jôville on the following 

Saturday; that as I was a member he would be glad to have me send a proxy to Jenkins. I did so. Ledwith 

has been working up strength for the governorship and Dennis had united with him. They had got a 

majority in the State ex. Committee and had secured the appointment of Gainesville for the State 

convention. They tried then to pack the dist. com. To get the dist. convention also to be held at this 

place. Dennis is not a member of the Dist. Comôtee but Cessna is, and Dennis got a proxy from Cessna. 

Dennis did not want to oppose me but he undoubtedly put up the job and got my proxy rejected. That 

was of course eminently right and proper from his standpoint. But Bisbeeôs forces prevailed and the dist. 

convn will be held at Jôville.  Of course Dennisôs action opened Bisbeeôs eyes. Barnes wrote to Bisbee 

and Bisbee telegraphed Barnes to pitch in and fight for the county. Barnes came to me and begged me 

to assume ñcommandò and promised to support me with money and everything in his power. He said 

Dutton Porter and Walls would support me. I sent Porter to Walls ï Porter reported Walls ready to fight 

and a candidate for the Senate (at Tallahassee) I then said Bisbee must telegraph me and authorize the 

movement and say what I must support my family on while doing it. Barnes then offered me Staddenôs 

place. I then asked for a caucus. We had it. Walls withdrew everything but his sympathy and advice. He 

said that if he attended to his plantation this year he would be a rich man. If he neglected it he would be 

a bankrupt. Washington kicked and then we got a telegram from Bisbee counseling moderation. Barnes 

insisted upon my going on but I declined leading a forlorn hope. I said: ñWhat are we doing this for?  

Bisbee says he donôt really need a delegation from Alachua. You say we can get into the convention. I 

know delish well we can. But if we were needed badly and our votes nominated Bisbee he would never 

recognize the fact. He would do nothing for me. If he donôt need us he will be d- certain not to bother 

himself about us afterwards. I donôt feel like making an enemy of Dennis and his friends and accomplish 

nothing in doing it.ò  

          I then went to Dennis and told him I came from Bisbeeôs friends; that they were planning an opposing 

delegation and that they demanded as a compromise that Dennis should give them half of his Jôville 

delegation. He asked who would be their men. I said ñDutton, Barnes, Porter and Walls and anotherò 

ñThat other is yourself?ò he asked. I said emphatically no. That I would not go as a compromise man. 

That I did not belong to the compromise class and especially not now when it did not matter a straw to 

me who was nominated. He was very mild, but said that he wanted a delegation pledged to himself for 

two reasons and would have it if he could get it. He would not compromise. He asked me why I would 

not support him. I said: ñFor two reasons; first, you havenôt asked me and second because you are 

training with Ben Rush. Then again if you were elected you donôt more than half like me and you would 

take good care that I should earn my living from private sources.ò He professed friendship for me and 

pledged himself if elected to get me a profitable place. But we had no further understanding. 

         Bisbee sent for Dennis to come to Jôville and Dennis went. In a long talk with Bisbee as to why he 

opposed him Dennis told him that he (Bis.) was a selfish, cold-blooded cuss who would do nothing for 

his friends ï would not even try. He cited instances and for his own argument, not for my good, he 

mentioned me. He said I merited recognition; that I had been west, had got into straightened 

circumstances and having a family I needed a position ï That I had gone to Washington and that Bisbee 

had not made the slightest effort for me. Bisbee said that he had a distinct understanding with me that I 

was to call next day and he was to go to the Dept. with me. That is a lie. Bell from the G. L. O. was in 

Jacksonville at the time. He is sent here to bring up back work in the L. O. He says Bisbee, Jenkins, 

Durkee and Eagan all insisted that I must be given work immediately ï Donôt you see?  



         I have sent my application to Gen. Williamson just at this juncture, with the indorsement of Bisbee, 

Conover, Reed, Eagan, Barnes and Rollins. Havenôt I played my cards pretty well with these sharp 

gentlemen. 

          I feel pretty confident of some thing solid now. If I can only escape being compromised hereafter! But 

Barnes needs me sadly. He says I am the only person who can ñdo the talkingò. é John P. Varnumò  

 

    ñJacksonville, Fla., Sept. 30, 1880, Headquarters Republican State Executive Committee of Florida 

     Mr. Varnum, 

          Take hold of this womanôs case, it is what Sawyer calls ñDemocracy vs. Petticoats.ò I am so busy I 

canôt if she canôt pay you I will. Yours Jenkins.ò 1 

      ñLake City Hotel, Lake City, Fla. Oct. 2 [1880] 

      My dear Wife,  

          All the people I came here to see live out in the country and will not be in this afternoon. Col. McLeod 

is one of them and I have been to the P.O. several times but didnôt find him. He is P.M. here. é  

         I expect to find our office about finished when I get back. We have had a partition put across it of lath 

and plaster. The owner has furnished a handsome railing, and we have bought a cocoa matting carpet 

at second hand as good as new. I shall be very short of money this month. I have had a deal of trouble 

about my place at Eau Gallie. It was advertised for sale for taxes and I have paid $ 13. On it this last 

month and am not certain yet it wonôt be sold. Some of my relations from Mt. Royal came down to see 

me and Dennis left a bill on my hands which I know he will settle as soon as he sells his place for which 

he has already made the deeds ï all of which my board, room rent and washing amount to $ 39. é But 

there is luck ahead I know. I have lots of friends who are willing and trying to help me. Rollins promises 

me all the land office business he can put in my hands and certainly I have grounds for hope. If some 

rich and long lost uncle would uncle would only turn up dead with $ 500 to my credit at this critical 

juncture I would be made ï reconstructed ï a prominent institution. é Jackò  

 

1. H. Jenkins, Jr. was the chairman of the Florida Republican State Executive Committee. Varnumôs 

letter to his wife, dated October 2, 1880, is penciled on this sheet. 

 

         ñJacksonville, Fla., Sept. 12, 1881, Law Offices of Cheney & Varnum 

         Dear Dodo, 

           I havenôt sent my other letter yet, but I have formed a purpose that pleases me immensely ï That is, 

to build me a house at South Jacksonville. It is just as pretty as can be over there. There is a broad 

avenue running parallel with the river and it is covered with grass. Gov. Reed, Dr. Davis and others 

live there. The Jacksonville and St. Augustine Railway is now nearly graded and starts just below the 

end of the avenue. It is prettiest place anywhere near Jacksonville and I am delighted with it. I have 

seen Gov. Reed and he wants me to come there very much and will help me all he can é Jackò  



ñJacksonville, Fla., Feb. 11, 1884, Office of the Florida Times Union 

 

Mr. C. H. Jones 

Dear Sir, 

     

    Your note notifying me of your appointment of Hon. A. S. Mann as your representative in 

conducting the business of our dissolution is received. 

 

     To your request for postponement I must decidedly demur and protest; there will always exist the 

same excuses. Whatever I have to do for myself hereafter I must do quickly before the winter is over, 

or be very greatly damaged. I am doing the ñsquare thingò by you in maintaining my interest in my 

work and promoting as earnestly as ever the business interests of the paper. Perhaps it may always 

be our good fortune to be of mutual assistance, but I must insist that you give me the benefit of 

prompt action. é John P. Varnumò  

 

ñJacksonville, Fla., Sept. 4th, 1885, The Florida Times-Union 

 

Dr. L. W. Puffer 

Brockton 

Dear Sir, 

 

     I am much indebted for your favor, just received. I have been looking over a copy of the Enterprise 

and am puzzled to understand why it succeeds ï if its success is what is claimed for it. 

     Purely upon my wifeôs account who cannot live in Florida without the greatest personal discomfort, 

I am thinking of returning North. As for myself I am physically and financially much better off here 

than I can be there, though I have no disposition toward  disease, particularly lung disease I am a 

well man. I have lived in the South winter and summer, however, since I was a boy and it will take 

me sometime to accustom myself to your bracing climate.  

   Now I do not want to settle down anywhere to simply picking up a living. I am comfortable only 

when I am busy, but, I am not grasping or selfish. I can do good work. I am alive and alert and I went 

all that energy and good work are worth. 

     To get this depends upon opportunity. If the opportunity exists in Brockton I should come there 

because I am very much devoted my wife and that place would best please her. 

     Is there do you think, a field in Brockton for anything more than a living, in the newspaper 

business? 

    Can you tell me about what rates the dailies in Brockton charge for advertising? 

 

   Do you know about what their weekly running expenses are? If not, what per thousand is paid for 

setting type and what salaries do foremen, press men and reporters expect? 

    Who does Brocktonôs job printing principally and is it much cut up by competition? 

    What discouraged Buffum? I donôt need to ask that, however, I saw his paper and know that it 

would not take ï anywhere.  

    I could not think of conducting a paper without opinions ï after the fashion of the Enterprise. Would 

not the expression of opinion in my field [be] dangerous? 

    I am personally, a Republican in that I believe in a broad American nationality, in ñprotectionò and 

in a suffrage qualified only by intelligence and a personal record clean of criminal conviction. But I 

believe in good government first of all and while I could never have aided it I have small regret of our 

recent defeat. Just the same, I want to see my party back in power again. 



    I have twice voted with the Democrats in our state elections and so would you. I am therefore not 

a rampant partizan. I believe in principles a great deal more than I do in parties. 

    I should conduct an independent paper with Republican tendencies and I should defend always 

the better element of the South against a great deal that is charged against them.  

    I should not go much into politics, but if occasion comes shall write as I think. But will not this be 

against me in Brockton? 

    I shall certainly make a clean paper, if any, and if the Gazette were mine I would wipe out its name 

and style of make up and bring it out as a new paper. 

    As for the time of starting I should prefer the spring. My capital is mostly invested in lands and the 

winter is the only time in which I can profitably dispose of them. 

é John P. Varnumò   

ñJacksonville, Fla., June 18th, 1887 

 

My dear Mr. Varnum, 

     

     I am delighted to learn that you have become connected with the News-Herald as Managing 

Editor. I predict for the paper, equipped as it now is, great successé G. W. Bentleyò  

 

Jacksonville, Fla., Aug. 1st, 1887, (2 a.m.) The News Herald 

 

My dear Jo, 

 

     é I want to tell you a funny story. Hawthorne relates it in confidence. You know that Tysen is not 

only a stockholder but a director and Barton of his firm is V.P. of our company.  

    Mrs. Hawthorne was calling on the Tysens. They asked her how she liked Mrs. Merrill. She replied, 

judiciously, that she thought her very clever and agreeable. The Tysens would not gainsay this, but 

thought she was so ñvery visionary.ò 

    Then they related that Mrs. M had called there and confided to them that she had planned to buy 

Mrs. Harriet Hubbard Ayerôs place in Riverside and convert it into a Ladies Seminary and make of it 

one of the finest institutions in the South. 

     They said that they protested all sorts of objections to this. It was known that the place was held 

at $ 15,000. It certainly couldnôt be got for less than $ 12,000 anyway. Then it must be fitted up, 

furniture and apparatus provided; and then it would for many years be comparatively unknow. These 

seminaries take many years to acquire a reputation and patronage. 

    There would be a staff of instructors to provide and particularly a principal. It would cost a large 

salary to employ a competent principal. ñOhò said Mrs. M ñI shall be the principal myself.ò But it would 

take lots of money. ñThatôs all rightò, said Mrs. M., ñIôve been over to St. Augustine and talked with 

Mr. Flagler about providing the money. He did not say what he would do, but he treated me very 

politely and I think he was favorably impressed though he didnôt say so.ò 

    Now, what excites Hawthornôs curiosity and mine is, whether Col. M. knows, or endorses and 

approves the performances of his good lady. Funny isnôt it? Donôt discuss this in your letters to me, 

for one might go wrong.  

    You know that Flagler was down here for a few days recently. What in creation could he have 

thought. 

     I am getting along successfully and my work though far from what I can do when I am well, is 

openly approved by the stockholders and directors.  éò  

 

 ñJacksonville, Fla., Sept. 8th, 1887 

 



Dear Son, 

    

      To day the great boiler at Mr. Casherôs saw mill in East Jacksonville exploded. The mill was 

running and all the men were at work. The head, or end of the boiler, a piece or iron larger than the 

parlor floor at grandmaôs, and weighing more than three or four kitchen ranges like Aunt Celiaôs, was 

blown out into the river, as far away as from grandmaôs over to the hill across the meadow, (toward 

the  depot). 

    One man was killed. He was scalded to death, by the escaping steam. It was wonderful that many 

men were not killed. é Papaò  

 

Incomplete text, pages ï 4-7, of an address or article by Varnum: 

 

ñé Northern Republican money. From before the War up to 1881, the public domain of the State 

was held and firmly bound by mortgage, and during the later years of that period, by injunction, for 

the payment of good old Democratic ante-bellum debts and interest. In the latter year a leading 

Pennsylvania Republican furnished a million dollars to pay off that ancient Bourbon heritage, taking 

his pay in over flowed swamp lands. In that year ï 1881- there were fewer than 600 miles of railway 

in the entire State, and none of it that was not in dangerous dilapidation; now, there are about 2000 

miles, the greater part laid with steel rails, built and owned almost entirely, by Northern men and with 

Northern money, and it may be added that at, the present time, a Bourbon railroad commission is 

doing its very best to bankrupt all the railway companies in the state and put the roads into that 

delightfully dead-broke, wrecked and rotten condition in which the two poor old Bourbon roads were 

found in 1881. Millions of dollars have been invested by Northern Republicans in hotels, homes, 

groves, great drainage operations, and new industries in Florida; yet the Southern Democratic press 

still pipes its lay of the essential meanness, wickedness and criminal tendencies of everything 

ñtainted with the virus of Republicanism.ò ï 

        A Republican paper depending upon popular support has heretofore been, and probably yet is, 

impracticable in Florida, but a daily newspaper that asks no patronage and is sent out to thousands 

of readers without money and without price is a different matter. We have had such a paper here 

during the past winter, a wholly independent, candid, unprejudiced Republican paper, known as the 

ñDaily Hotel Newsò. Franklin H. Orvis, of Manchester, Vt., the proprietor of a fashionable resort hotel 

here, a man of much force and independence of character, having large interests in the State and 

seeing how grievously the Bourbon policy of intolerance, abuse and rule-or-ruin retards the stateôs 

development, undertook the exposition of true Republicanism, its relation to this State, the tendency 

and results of the Bourbon policy, the necessity of toleration of political as of other opinions and the 

wisdom of the policy éò   

$ 1250.00 



 
 

23. (Franklin, Benjamin) The American Magazine and Historical Chronicle, For April, 1744. To be 

continued Monthlyé.  

      Boston: Printed by Rogers and Fowle, and Sold by S. Eliot, and J. Blanchard in Boston; B. Franklin in 

Philadelphia; J. Parker in New York.ô J. Pomroy in New Haven; C. Campbell, Post-Master in Newport 

é octavo, April, 1744, [i.e. Volume 2, Number 4, [309]-352, pictorial self-wrappers, disbound, some 

chipping to corners of rear wrapper with minor loss to one letter of text, else in good, clean condition.  

 

      A nice issue of one of the earliest and most important American magazines, published from September 

1743 to December 1746, and sold in Philadelphia by Benjamin Franklin. This issue contains the 

continuation of the Proceedings and Debates of a political club; the continuation of the Proceedings of 

the Assembly of Massachusetts Bay; A new description of Greenland (continued in the May issue); An 

essay on the Passion of Love, and another on Flattery; Observations on Friendship; Of Pleasure; an 

Essay on Self Love and Bigotry; Decorum in Behavior, Of Action; Poetical Essays; and a Historical 

Chronicle.  

     Each issue of the magazine was issued in stitched printed temporary wrappers, to be discarded when 

issues were bound with volume title and appended indexes. On the titlepage of temporary printed 

wrappers for each issue was the engraving of Boston Harbor by James Turner (Hamilton No. 22 fig. 9), 

the rear wrapper for this issue, dated May 1st, 1744, carries ñProposals for Printing by Subscription in 



One Volume in Folio, Containing about Two Hundred Sheets, The Works of the late Reverend Increase 

Mather, D.D. éò  

     Evans 5327, see Miller, Benjamin Franklinôs Philadelphia Printing, 343, Miller records 4 copies with 

wrappers of this April issue.                                                                                                   $ 850.00 

 

 

 

 

     

 



 

24. (Gardening) Charlwood, George, Catalogue of Seeds, Sold by George Charlwood, Seedsman, No. 

14, Tavistock Row, Covent Garden, London. 1835. 

      London: Printed by G. Norman, 1835, 12mo, 24 pages, original plain paper wrappers, ex-library, faint 

handstamp on upper right-hand corner of front wrapper, otherwise in very good, clean condition. 

 

      The firm carried a variety of fruit trees, berries, garden vegetable and flower seeds of all varieties, bulbs 

and root plants Charlwood also imported American trees, shrubs, and flower seeds. He also supplied 

and published botanical, horticultural and agricultural publications.                                    $ 150.00 

 



 

25. (Gardening) List of Garden Seeds, Raised by the Society of Shakers, Near Albany, N.Y. Orders 

addressed to Philip Smith, Shakers, Albany, N.Y., Brooms, Brushes, Prepared Sweet Corn, 

Medical Herbs, Roots & Extracts, and all other articles manufactured by the Society.  

      [Albany: nd] broadside, measuring 15 ½ x 5 ½ inches, slightly wrinkled, short tear into top edge of sheet, 

otherwise very good. Lists a variety of garden vegetable seeds raised by the Albany Shakers. This 

example is unpriced, the prices for each item would have been added in manuscript. 

      Not in Richmond.                                                                                                                       $ 750.00 



 

26. (Gardening) Moulson, S., Trade List of the Old Rochester Nurseries, for the Spring of 1861. 

      [Rochester: Heughesô Book & Job Power Press, Main St., 1861] sm. Quarto, 18 pages, sewn into 

original self-wraps, as issued, first page somewhat browned, corners slightly dogeared, else very good.  

 

     The catalog carries a wide variety of evergreen, and deciduous ornamental trees and shrubs, fruit and 

nut trees, berries, roses, peonies, chrysanthemums, phloxes, hollyhocks, bulbs, and dahlias, with their 

respective prices.                                                                                                                 $ 200.00 



 

27. (Gardening) Strong, W.C. & Co., Descriptive Catalogue of Fruit and Ornamental Trees, Shrubs, 

Climbing-Vines, Stove and Greenhouse Plants, Including Many Very Desirable Novelties, 

Cultivated and for Sale by W. C. Strong & Co., at Nonantum Hill, Brighton, Mass., Horse-Cars 

leave Bowdoin Square, Boston at Half-Past Every Hour and Pass the Nursery and Greenhouses. 

Salesroom at 4 Beacon Street, Boston. 

     Boston: Press of Rand, Avery & Co., 1872, 12mo, 54, 4 plates, 24 pp., original printed wrappers, ex-

library, small handstamp on upper right-hand corner of front wrapper, some nicks, and chips to edges 

of wraps, otherwise very good. 

 

         This catalog is divided into parts and carries a wide-ranging variety of plants and fruit trees, the second 

part consists of ñnew and rare varieties.ò The plates show examples of rustic work, trellises, and cases, 

which were also available from the firm.                                                                                  $ 125.00 

 

28. (Italian Americans) Corkrin, Anthony, Group of Three Letters written by Anthony Corkrin, 

Philadelphia merchant, to Vito (Victor) Viti, Fellow Merchant of Philadelphia, while Viti was 

traveling, in Ohio, New Orleans and New Bedford, 1840-1847 

     three letters, five pages, quarto, some splitting along horizontal folds, otherwise in good, legible 

condition. 



     Vito (Victor) Viti is listed in the 1840 Philadelphia City Directory as a merchant at 269 S. Front Street. 

Ann H. Corkrin, presumably Anthony Corkrinôs sister Anna, mentioned in the letters, is listed in the same 

directory as being in the dry goods business at S.E. 4th and Gaskill Streets. 

 

     Viti and his family were early Italian settlers in Philadelphia. Vitiôs business apparently took him away 

from Philadelphia for long periods of time. Corkrin apparently rendered business assistance to Viti and 

looked after his family. Corkrinôs sister Anna, who was in the dry goods business, apparently also 

corresponded with Viti.  

 

Philadelphia, Nov. 20th, 1840, Anthony Corkrin, to Vito Viti, Cincinnati 

 

      ñMy Dear Sir, 

      Yours of the 14th inst came to hand with an enclosed check on the Pennsylvania Bank for Four hundred 

ninety seven 69/100 dollars $ 497 69/100, which I deposited in the same Bank and passed to your credit. 

I believe the Grand contest is over, and the Old General is Elected thank God with an over majority the 

Loco Focos console themselves with the anticipation of the General going in but one term, but that is 

but poor satisfaction, the Loco foco papers is recommending Harrison, not to do as Jackson did to turn 

all out of office that was opposed to his principals, but to continue in office those that was his vilest 

enemys, but I think the General is not such a fool but I would recommend him to turn all Out, to have a 

clear start. The Business continues the same and no alteration. Your family are in good health, and all 

the girls and myself are the same é Anthony Corkrinò  

 

Philadelphia, Anthony Corkrin, to Vito Viti, New Orleans, March 15, 1841 

      ñMr. V. Viti 

           My Dear Sir, 

           Your favour past markôd 4th inst came to hand this morning I am extremely sorry that the error was 

committed in the account current, of $ 89.26 on the U States Bank of N York which I received but I did 

not give you credit in the account current but that error is easy corrected as I gave you credit in the Book. 

Our Business continues the same as last year very near  but the U States Bank business has made 

some difference but not material, but if we had some way of disposing of her notes we would have done 

a better business but Anna was fearfull of taking them, as the merchants would not give her no 

encouragement to take them, but we cannot complain than God of the business at present for we 

average about $ 375 a week é Your family are in good health with the exception of Vito he has had 

several fits of the ague & fever, but he is now getting better  é he has had Maryôs doctor in attendance 

é Anthony G. Corkrinò  

 

$ 300.00 



 
 

29. Jackson, W. R., W. R. Jacksonôs Patent Detachable Safety Deck Saloon Cabin, for Steamers or 

Sailing Vessels. 

     Baltimore: Printed on James Youngôs Steam Press, 1856, octavo, 16-page pamphlet, seven wood 

engravings, lacking wrappers, removed from bound pamphlet volume, in very good, clean, and legible 

condition.  

     Describes Jacksonôs curious detachable cabin, various facets of which are illustrated in the cuts 

accompanying the text. OCLC locates 4 copies.                                                                    $ 250.00                                         

 



 
 

30. (Judaica Americana) Cooper, William, The Promised Seed. A Sermon Preached to Godôs Ancient 

Israel The Jews, at Sion-Chapel, Whitechapel, On Sunday afternoon, August 26, 1796. To Which 

Are Added, The Hymns that were Sung, and The Prayers that were Offered up, Before and after 

the Sermon. 

    Danbury: Re-Printed by Douglas & Nichols, 1798, 12mo, [6] 7-36 pp., removed from a bound volume of 

pamphlets, some light toning to text, else a very good, clean copy.  

     

       One of a number of American editions, printed between 1796-1805, of this evangelizing Anglican 

sermon preached in London to an allegedly enthusiastic group of Jews.  

 

     Evans 33570, Trumbull, List of Books printed in Connecticuté, 520, Singerman, Judaica Americana, 

0117                                                                                                                                        $ 950.00 



 

31. (Judaica Americana) Harris, Thaddeus Mason, Pray for the Jews! A Sermon Preached at the 

Thursday Lecture in Boston, August 15, 1816. Published for the Benefit of the Female Society 

of Boston and the Vicinity for Promoting Christianity Among the Jews. 

      Boston: Printed by John Eliot, 1816, octavo, 20-page pamphlet, sewn into original plain blue paper 

wraps, edges untrimmed, uncut, paper lightly toned, else a very good copy. In this case, Harris offers 

ñprayersò for the conversion of the Jews. Scarce in trade.  

      American Imprints 37798, Hebrew Union College ï Jewish Institute of Religion, Jewish Americana, 49, 

Singerman, Judaica Americana, 0258                                                                                   $ 300.00         

 

32. (Judaica Americana) Another copy, as above, save for ex-library markings, on front wrapper, titlepage, 

and elsewhere in the text.                                                                                                      $ 200.00 



 

33. (Judaica Americana) Report of the First Annual Dinner In Aid of the Hebrew Charitable Fund, of 

Philadelphia, Given at Sansom Street Hall, On Wednesday, Feb. 23, 1853. Reported 

Phonographically, by Arthur Cannon 

      Philadelphia: C. Sherman, Printer, 1853, octavo, 39-page pamphlet, lacking wrappers, removed from 

bound volume of pamphlets.  

      First annual dinner in aid of the funds of the Hebrew Education and Fuel Societies.  

      Singerman, Judaica Americana, 1302, Sabin 61718                                                                 $ 225.00 



 

34. (Juvenile) Merry, Robert and Hiram Hatchet, Merryôs Book of Puzzles. A Collection of 

Hieroglyphical Rebuses, Puzzles, Riddles, Conundrums, Enigmas, and Questions for the 

Curious, Selected from Merryôs Museum and Parleyôs Magazine, with Large Original Additions. 

      New York: Dayton and Burdick, 1857, 12mo, 96 pages, profusely illustrated, with wood engravings, 

Wood-engravings variously signed by Alonzo Hartwell and John D. Felter; also signed: Hedge; Horton. 

original printed pictorial wrappers, some minor wear to edges and extremities of wrappers, especially 

corners and at base of spine, occasional pencil notes in text, else a very good copy.        $ 150.00 

 


