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 1. (African Americans) Manuscript Record and Minute Books for the Mount Edd Baptist Church and 

Mount Edd Baptist Church Sabbath School Missionary Society, Greenville,  Augusta County,  

Virginia, 1882 -1890 

     Two volumes, folio, 106 and 46 manuscript pages, entries kept in a variety of hands, bound in original 

marbled paper covered boards, back strips largely missing, boards worn, rubbed and scuffed, several 

pages loose, or clipped, else good.  

  



 

         An important collection documenting African American Baptist history in Virginia. Information on the 

Mt Edd Baptist Church of Greenville does not seem to exist in online resources. It is possible that the 

Rev. Alexander Hill, Mt. Eddôs pastor, may have had some connection with the Alexander Hill Baptist 

Church of Dillwyn, Buckingham County, Virginia, founded circa 1870 by former slaves, and now a historic 

landmark. The church members of Mt Edd were in many cases, formerly enslaved, or their descendants. 

         Mt Edd Baptist Church was an African American Baptist church led by Rev. Alexander Hill and others.  

The ledgers record minutes and attendance rolls with members names, collections and much more. Mt. 

Edd was very likely organized in the early 1880s. From the volumes we learn that the Mount Edd Baptist 

Sunday School was organized on May 1, 1882, and that the Mount Edd Sabbath School Missionary 

Society was organized October 12, 1884. In July 1886, funds were collected to send Rev. Hill as a 

delegate to the Virginia Baptist State Convention. 

      ñMost religious African Americans after the American Civil War (1861ï1865) belonged to Baptist 

churches. Even prior to the abolition of slavery, Baptists, Black and white, came closer to the principle 

of equality of all believers than many other religious bodies. Even white Baptists recognized in principle 

the idea that African Americans were full members of the church, though whites generally did not consent 

to the ordination of their Black counterparts. Once free, African American Baptists became even more 

assertive in forming churches and organizing independent local and state associations. These groups 

gave a platform to African American views of the world, from the theological to the political, and an 

avenue by which connections could be made both domestically and abroad. For instance, Black Baptists 

in Virginia sought educational and humanitarian support from white Baptists in the North while at the 

same time, in part through the Baptist Foreign Mission Convention, created in 1880, establishing 

missions in West Africa. This strategy eventually caused a rift between those Black Baptists (so-called 

independents) who balked at asking white Baptists for help, and others (so-called cooperationists) who 

argued that they should rise above racial differences. Taking advantage of their numbers and influence, 

Baptist groups also lobbied hard for Black civil rights. And for a time Black men voted and regularly held 

office in Virginia. But by 1902, and the ratification of a new state constitution, such rights were effectively 



eliminated. In the difficult years to come, Virginiaôs Black Baptists relied on their now well-established 

institutions to pursue their social and political interests.ò 

       ñBaptist churches became popular among African Americans in the South in part because they offered 

more membership rights than other denominations. Until the nineteenth century, and unlike the more-

elite Episcopal church, Baptist churches routinely offered free and enslaved Blacks full membership, 

and sometimes roles like exhorter or deacon, in their congregations; they restricted leadership roles like 

elder and pastor to whites. Until 1831, Blacks were also free to lead their own separate Baptist 

congregations, providing a level of autonomy for African American communities nonexistent in most 

other areas of southern society. After Nat Turnerôs rebellion in 1831, white Virginians become fearful 

that violence would result from assembling Black communities, so the General Assembly passed laws 

restricting enslaved and free Blacks from worshipping without white supervision. 

           After the Civil War, newly freed African Americans rushed to form their own churches, and the Baptist 

tradition also provided a productive model for organizing on a larger scale. Baptist churches were strictly 

independent, guided only by the consensus of their membership. For this reason, they could form and 

participate in regional associations of their choosing. Such associations became a powerful tool for freed 

African Americans to share resources, create supportive communities, and organize politically.ò 

           ñIn 1867, African American Virginians established the Virginia Baptist State Convention (VBSC), the 

third statewide Black Baptist convention founded in the postwar South. The VBSC conducted many 

statewide activities that the associations executed more locally, including the establishment and support 

of educational institutions. Because after the Civil War most enslaved and free Blacks were poor, 

financial and organizational assistance was crucial. Black and white Baptists in the North entered the 

South with ready and organized help for the freed people, with white Baptists in the South assisting to a 

lesser extent. The VBSC cooperated with the American Baptist Home Mission Society (ABHMS), a white 

northern missionary organization established in 1832 to set up schools and provide other humanitarian 

support to southern Blacks. The American Baptist Publication Society, often in cooperation with the 

VBSC, provided desperately needed religious literature. These northern, largely white, Baptist societies 

also hired northern and southern Black agents to work among the southern black populace.ò 

        ñWhile the VBSCôs impact in cooperation with other Baptist bodies was most profound in the area of 

domestic missions and education, it also gained national prominence by participating in African 

missions. Missions provided not only prestige for Virginia Baptists but also brought dignity and purpose 

to congregations, fulfilling the Baptist belief in sharing the Christian Bible with communities worldwide. 

Despite the daunting challenges of poverty and illiteracy at home, the Richmond African Baptist 

Missionary Societyðfounded in 1815 by a white deacon, William Crane, and two Black clergymen who 

eventually immigrated to Liberia, Lott Cary and Colin Teagueðlaid the foundation for Virginia Baptists 

in African missions. When the American Baptist Missionary Convention, founded in 1840 and largely 

northern, and the Northwestern and Southern Baptist Convention, founded in 1864 and more inclusive 

of Southerners, convened in Richmond in 1866, they organized the Consolidated American Baptist 

Convention and elected Virginian William Troy as president. In 1880, Virginian William W. Colley helped 

form the Baptist Foreign Mission Convention, which focused on West African missions after his own 

missions experience convinced him that Blacks should conduct their own independent African mission 

work. Throughout its fifteen-year history, the foreign mission board of this group was heavily populated, 

if not sometimes dominated, by Virginians. Indeed, the founding session elected a Richmond-area 

resident as board chair and Colley as correspondent secretary. This group had relative success planting 

missionaries, some of whom were Virginians, in western Africa during the 1880s and early 1890s. 



          In 1895 the National Baptist Convention emerged as a more-truly national organization, resulting 

from the union of the Black Foreign Mission Commission and two other bodies. The BFMCôs impact was 

lasting, as it is regarded as the parent body of two national organizations still currently in existence: the 

National Baptist Convention, USA, Incorporated, and the National Baptist Convention of America.ò 

$ 5,000.00 

     https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/black-baptists-in-virginia-1865-1902/ 

    Taylor, A. A., Religious Efforts Among the Negroes 

    The Journal of Negro History, Jul. 1926, Vol. 11, No. 3, pp. 425-444 

    https://www.jstor.org/stable/2713947 

 

 

 
Excellent Letter on Abolitionist Issues in 1838 NYS Election 
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  2. (African Americans ï Abolition) Young, A. J., Autograph Letter Signed, Union College, Nov. 5 th, 

1838, to Isaac G. Duryee, Andover Theological Seminary, Andover, Massachusetts, on the 

Abolition Movement  

     quarto, 4 pages, formerly folded, else in very good, clean, and legible condition. 

 

     An excellent letter discussing the issues facing Abolitionists during the 1838 New York State 

gubernatorial election between William H. Seward and William L. Marcy, held from November 5-7, 1838.  

 

     The issues of slavery and abolition were among the chief topics of the campaigns. Abolitionists asked 

both candidates for their stands on the following issues: 1) "the right of blacks to a jury trial when seized 

as fugitive slaves; 2) a law freeing slaves-in-transit the moment they were brought into the state by their 

masters; and 3) equal suffrage for blacks." 

 

      Incumbent Democrat William Marcy and his running mate were described as doughfaces, not 

supporting the abolitionist proposals. During the campaign, Seward said that he did not support the latter 

two proposals, noting that a change to suffrage required a constitutional amendment to be changed. 

Thus, while abolitionists endorsed Luther Bradish, the Whig candidate for lieutenant governor, who 

supported all three, some activists recommended voting against Seward. 

 

     After winning election, Seward demonstrated considerable support for African Americans, signing 

legislation during his two terms to guarantee jury trials to alleged fugitive slaves, to repeal the nine-

month allowance for slaveholders bringing slaves into the state, to give state support to efforts to gain 

freedom for free blacks kidnapped and sold into slavery, and establish public education for all children. 

 

      ñDear Brother Duryee, 

 

          Agreeably with your request I have here with send you the 25 Addresses you desired ï You will 

doubtless perceive that the execution of them is not in all respects as ordered ï Why this is so I have 

enquired of Mr. Riggs, not having seen him since they were finished. I have left as you requested, the 

remaining 75, minus one for my own use, for the disposal of Mrs & Miss Groot ï I received in time your 

line, mailed at N. Hampton, & had as you will perceive the alterations made, except the capitals 

suggested at the end of the address; there being not type enough for the whole. 

  

          I know not what success the friends have in selling ï Our singing school bids fair for prosperity ï a 

good degree of interest felt generally ï No pains shall be spared on my part to benefit the people on that 

point. 

 

           But, dear brother, I have something more to say to you. Except by some special intervention of 

Providence, whose wisdom alone can overrule the weaknesses & imperfections of mind, the abolitionists 

in this section of country at least have or are about to place the suicidal knife to our cause ï This day 

they commence & the closing up of the third day of election will have accomplished the mergence of the 

cause for which so many of the dear friends of humanity have endured so much toil & persecution, into 

one of the political pro slavery parties of our Sate ï Yes, the abolitionists in this city and in Albany have 

sacrificed their boasted Anti Slavery principles & are now en masse going for a pro-slavery candidate 

for Governor. 

 

           Duryee, I stand here, ñsolitary & aloneò, without a sympathizing voice in city or college, to proclaim 

my consistent adherence  to those principles with which I commenced my abolition career & with which 

I shall close it ï Has it come to this, that the strong footing which the abolitionists have gained under the 



kicks & cuffs  of both political parties shall now be yielded & the whole be bartered away for the paltry 

consideration of a very doubtful expediency? ï Why the poisonous dose of Wm. H. Seward with a mere 

trifle of sweet mixed with it, proves a sufficient bait to lure our most wary abolitionists into the trap of 

political policy ï The Whigs having had the forecast to see that persecution would not whip us out of our 

principles into their ranks have actually, by the little pretended kindness they have shown us within a 

few months past won us over ï They have unwittingly, not intentionally chosen candidates for office 

some of which are a little less opposed to us than those of the other party & here is the bait ï ñWe will 

go for one set of pro -slavery men because a little less hostile to us than the otherò 

    

          Now this compromise with sin I cannot away with ï This rash thrusting of the hand into futurity, 

grasping at some seeming good, will if persevered in, inevitably unhinge the whole system of abolition. 

The predictions of both political parties are now most amply fulfilled. The avowals of adherence to our 

principles have now been tested, & they have failed. Hence, hereafter the party that nominates 

candidates for office the least opposed to us, no matter how much that is, obtains our votes. ï 

 

         Now, unless there is a redeeming influence in other parts of the state, of which I seriously stand in 

doubt, the abolitionists have put themselves into the extended arms of the Whig party, which will not 

only hug them with an unyielding embrace, but will draw out their very life & soul of abolition ï it is evident 

the very moment we swerve in the least from our principles & form an alliance with either political party, 

unless they ñgo our entire loadò in electing anti slavery men, that moment we are annihilated ï We must 

stand aloof from either, except so far as they are directly in favor of our cause, or we are gone & all our 

labor lost.  

      

         In expostulating with Fisher the other day relative to his inconsistency in sacrificing his principles in 

voting for a pro-slavery man, he denied that it was a sacrifice of principle in voting for the least hostile of 

two enemies of abolition. Thus; voting for Seward, Marcy being an abolitionist, would be a sacrifice of 

anti-slavery principles, but Seward remaining unchanged, & Marcy being what he is, it is no sacrifice at 

all. This is the strongest and most logical of the fallacious arguments I have had to contend with since 

the candidates have replied to our questions. The fact is, our friends will find that they have ñsold 

themselves & their cause for noughtò ï I have scarcely been able to appear in the streets for several 

days past without encountering a score or less whigs; yes, many who six & not even three months ago 

would have prostrated the abolition cause if they could, are now shedding their ñcrocodile tearsò over 

the impending ruin which I & such as go with me, in other parts of the state, are about to inflict upon it 

the abolition cause Their sincer[ity] however, I think, is rather to be tested by what they have done than 

by what they now express. The Young Menôs A. S.S. at Albany have issued circulars requesting votes 

for Seward; several of which were sent to this place. I replied in as strong terms as I could to one sent 

to me; though it would do no good yet I determined they should not thus insult me with impunity ï Yet, 

Duryee, we must treat kindly those who differ with us on this point ï They doubtless act conscientious, 

but they are duped; we may reclaim them ï I hope so at least ï Our cause is in the hands of One who 

will carry it on in spite of human weakness ï I discover more than ever the need of prayer for wisdom to 

direct; for God to control the minds of men & overrule their errors for the ultimate good of the cause ï 

    

         But I must stop; - It has truly given me satisfaction to communicate my views to one who I am confident 

will sympathize with me ï I have none here, Emperor Wright & all have gone ï The doctrine ñof two evils 

choose the least,ò not a bible doctrine by any means, has carried them all away.  

          

         What the abolitionists at the west will do I cannot tell, but I fear ï the mere matter of voting for Seward 

is not so much, but that any should prove recreant to our principles pains me ï I had rather they had all 

come out directly & first renounced all pretentions to abolitionism; then our cause would have remained 



unsullied. But now what are we ï I am ashamed if they are to be called abolitionists, to be recognized 

as one ï But it is all for the best, doubtless; perhaps, after being sifted, we shall have occasion to rejoice 

in the event. I have long thought we needed a sifting of some kind. You know in Temperance, the first 

step, discarding only Ardent Spts. Multitudes were willing to follow; but the next step, many drew back. 

I the cases somewhat analogous, & perhaps we may profit by a reference to them. .. The town abolition 

Soc. Had a meeting on Saturday night to exchange views on the subject of voting ï but the views are 

all on one side ï I do not see, therefore, the need of it. It is rather amusing after all to hear them argue. 

ñWhyò, say they to me, ñif Marcy should be elected through your withholding your vote for Seward the 

cause would be immensely retarded if not completely upsetò ï Yes ñV. Buren will then be reelected 

President & our cause will go to ruinò ï The poor dupes donôt consider how we have actually prospered 

under our present circumstances, against all opposition. ï I hear the most heart rending stories from 

Oneida & Oswego ï Why Gerrit Smith it is said by even an abolitionist from that quarter, will doubtless 

be a candidate for the lunatic asylum within 12 months. He will not even use Alabama sugar or molasses 

in his tea!!! é ñ  

          $ 375.00 

 

 
 



 3. Boilvin, Nicholas, Jr., Autograph Letter Signed, Corpus Christi, Texas, March 14, 1846, to General 

and Senator, and the future Secretary of War under Lincoln, Simon Cameron, Washington, mis-

sent as Cameron was in Austin, Texas at the time 

      Quarto, 1 ı pages, plus stamp less address leaf, postal markings from New Orleans and Austin, heavy 

staining and soiling, else good. 

 

       ñDear Genl, 

 

             As a mark of remembrance for an old friend, I enclose a paper printed at this place. [not present] 

You will see how things moves in this section. I leave for the Rio Grande in a few days. The Oppening 

seems to be fine, and I am determined to try my chance there. I mist it here, in not returning last summer. 

Perhaps it is not too late. War or no war, I am bound to [go]. If things are amicably adjusted, there will 

be fine chance of making money, not only in the way of selling goods but in lands operations. ï 

 

            I will write you from the Rio Grande ï and tell you how matters stands there. If you will favor me 

with a line or two, direct your letters at Galveston Texas Care of Messrs. J. Temple Doswell & Co. 

 

           When my claim comes up in the Senate, please remember me. It was introduced in the lower House 

by the Hon. John Wentworth. Present my kind regards to Mrs. Cameron & family, Accept our very best 

wishesé N. Boilvinò 

 

          Nicholas Boilvin, Sr. (1761-1827) was an American frontiersman, fur trader and influential early U.S. 

Indian Agent. He was the first appointed agent to the Winnebagos, as well as the Sauk and Meskwaki, 

and one of the earliest pioneers to settle in present-day Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. His sons Nicholas 

Boilvin, Jr. and William C. Boilvin both became successful business men. His wife was formerly a Miss 

St. Cyr of St. Louis. His daughter, Catherine Boilvin-Myott ï also Metis, by her fatherôs marriage to a 

Ho-Chunk woman, became prominent as a cultural mediator with early settlers in the next wave in the 

American era in Wisconsin, such as Henry and Susan Hempstead Gratiot of the founding family of St. 

Louis.  

 

          Boilvin was born in Quebec. Boilvin traveled to the Northwest Territory after the signing of the Second 

Treaty of Paris 1783 and, after settling in the Illinois Territory, he began trading with the local tribes in 

the Prairie du Chien area around February 1810. Boilvin was appointed principal Indian Agent for the 

Prairie du Chien region on March 14, 1811. Observing the lead mining activity in the area by the Iowas, 

Sauk, Meskwaki, and Canadians during this time, he communicated the future importance of the lead 

mining region to Secretary of War William Eustis. He also reported the growing unrest among the 

Winnebago and other local tribes prior to Tecumsehôs War.  

 

         Boilvin and his family were forced to leave Prairie du Chien during the attack on the village by the 

British under Lt. Col. William McKay on July 14, 1814.  

 

         Boilvin studied the customs and culture of the Winnebago and provided the Department of War with 

a written vocabulary of the Winnebago language. In the years prior to the Black Hawk War, he had the 

trust and confidence of many of the tribes in the Upper Mississippi. A skilled interpreter, he was present 

at several treaties signed between the Winnebago and the United States during the 1810s and 1820s. 

He and Maurice Blondeau often negotiated directly with tribes on behalf of the federal government. 

Boilvin was also a close friend of Michel Brisbois, who resided near Boilvinôs home in Prairie du Chien 

during his later years. After the 1837 Winnebago Treaty, John Baptiste Peon, the husband of Angelica 



Brisbois, Michelôs daughter, claimed in an affidavit that Boilvin relied on his wife for interpreting, though 

she was never compensated for this work. Both Boilvin and Anjelica Brisbois were deceased by this 

time.  

 

            During the summer of 1827, Boilvin drowned while traveling upriver on a keel boat to St. Louis and 

was later buried there. His sub-agent John Marsh was in charge of the agency until the appointment of 

Joseph M. Street by then Secretary of War James Barbour under the recommendation of Henry Clay 

later that year.  

 

          His son, Nicholas Boilvin, Jr., the writer of this letter, was involved in similar business as that of his 

father, he evidently was a frontier trader as well. And as seen in this letter traveling as far south as 

Texas and the border to trade and make money during the coming war with Mexico. Nicholas Boilvin 

and Simon Cameron are linked through early 19th century American Indian policy, specifically the Simon 

Cameron Indian Commission of 1838. Cameron served as a federal commissioner to the Winnebago 

Indians to adjudicate the tribeôs claims. From this episode arose the first of many charges that Cameron 

engaged in corrupt practices. In this case he was accused of purchasing at discount rates drafts issued 

to Indians and then paying off the notes at inflated rates from his own bank. Although no criminal 

proceedings were brought against him, Cameronôs reputation was forever tainted by these claims of 

corruption.  Boilvin was involved in transactions scrutinized by this commission, which investigated 

claims against Native American lands, particularly focusing on the Winnebago (Ho-Chunk) and other 

tribes in the Old Northwest. Boilvin petitioned Congress, as seen in this letter, for compensation for his 

family and received $ 6,000, while the other family members received $ 4000.00 each.  

$ 300.00 

      See: Street Ida M., The Simon Cameron Indian Commission of 1838, The Annals of Iowa, pp. 172-194 

              American National Biography, vol. 4 pp., 259-260 

 



 
 

Label from Johns & Co. Sample Book 

 

 4. (Chromolithography) Collection of Sample Chromo -Lithographed Cigar Box Labels ï Sample 

Books and Samples, circa 1880s  

      Collection of over 140 sample cigar box labels from the 1880s, contained in two sample books and 

loose specimens, as listed below: 

 

      Jay Last provides a succinct account of the importance of these labels in the development of 

commercial printing in the nineteenth century in his book The Color Explosion: 

 

      ñThe cigar box served both as a shipping container and sales tool. A complex system of labels 

developed in the 1870s to deal with these needs. The key label was the label on the inside top cover 

of the box, to advertise the product when the box was open in the cigar store. A half-size version of the 

label was usually used on the box end, and a simple identifying label or stencil was placed on the 

outside top cover. In addition, lithographed flaps, guarantee labels, caution labels to satisfy government 

tax requirements, seals, and individual cigar bands were gradually introduced. These labels were a key 

product of the nineteenth-century American commercial lithographic industry.ò  

      ï Last, Jay T., The Color Explosion Nineteenth Century American Lithography, pp., 92-93  

 

      The collection includes: 

 

 

 



 
 

      Cigar Box Labels Manufactured by Johns & Co., Lithographers, Parkins Power Block, 

Cleaveland, O. 215 Bowery, New York City  

      [Cleaveland: Johns & Co., nd, circa 1880s] oblong 12mo sample book, 12 chromo-lithographed sample 

labels, original printed paper wrappers, minor wear to wraps, otherwise a very good, clean copy. 

 

      Samples Johns & Co. Cleaveland  [cover title]  

      [Cleaveland: Johns & Co., nd, circa 1880s], oblong 12mo sample book, 121 chromo-lithographed 

sample labels, bound in original ¼ red leather and cloth boards, title blind-stamped on front board: 

Samples Johns & Co. Cleaveland, several samples excised from front of volume, now missing, some 

wear and finger soiling to several labels, few short tears, binding somewhat worn and rubbed, otherwise 

very good. 

 



 
 

      Johns & Co., firm based in Cleaveland, was composed of David J., David W., and E. W. Johns, was in 

business from 1879-1902. The firm specialized in cigar box labels, trade cards and sheet music covers. 

      In 1902 Johns & Company was sold, becoming the Otis Lithograph Company, run by N. C. Brewer and 

E. B. Wright, which continued the Johnôs cigar box label business. In 1903 David W. Johns became 

manager of a competing firm, the Central Lithographic Company, which produced cigar box labels for 

many years. Last, Color Explosion, p. 197 

 



  
 

 



 
 

       Harris, Geo. S. & Sons, Philadelphia, Four Sample Cigar Box Labels, circa 1880s  

       Each label measures 6 x 8 ½ inches, some minor wear to edges and extremities, otherwise very good. 

 

      ñGeorge Harris was one of the main producers of cigar labels. Born in Bridgeton, New Jersey, George 

S. Harris (1823-1890) studied law in Philadelphia while running a small printing company. His success 

in business persuaded him to focus on printing and lithography rather than law, and he began to 

produce labels for the New Jersey canning industry and for cigar boxes.  

 

            In the 1850s, when Harris began his career, the cigar industry was small and poorly developed. 

Cigars were packed in groups of one hundred to five hundred in rough boxes or bundles and were 

stored on shelves behind the sales counter. Near the end of his career, Harris claimed that in the 1850s 

he had developed the idea of identifying the package with a small colorful label, about 4 inches square. 

As consumption increased, cigars began to be packed in small labeled boxes. Harris first produced 

wood-engraved labels for this growing market and then in the 1860s began the transition to color 

lithography. 

 

           Harris became one of the main producers of this array of labels ï over five thousand examples of 

different Harris labels still exist in library and private collections. A study of these labels documents the 

development of American commercial label printing é  

 

           In 1872 George Harrisôs son, George T. Harris, born in 1851, was admitted as a partner. The firm 

underwent a rapid expansion at this time with large sales in the western United States and Europe. 

Two other sons later became partners, William S. Harris in 1880, and Frank T. Harris in 1889. 

 



           George Harris dies in 1890é At this time his lithographic firm was the largest in Philadelphia, with 

six hundred employees in a new building on Arch Street. Two-thirds of the workers produced cigar box 

labels, and others made advertising posters, book illustrations, trade cards, reproductions of artworks 

and other lithographic products. é 

  

           After George Harrisôs death, his sons realized that New York was the center of the cigar box label 

industry, so they joined Joseph Knapp to form the American Lithographic Company. The Philadelphia 

production facility was phased out, and by 1900 was completely transferred to New York.ò  

      Last, Color Explosion, pp., 92-95 

 

 
 

      Heppenheimer, F., Group of Three Sample Labels, c. 1880s  

      New York: F. Heppenheimerôs Sons, Lithographers and Printers, nd c. 1880s, labels measure 5 ȩ x 8 

Ȩinches, in good, clean condition.  

 

      ñFrederick Heppenheimer (1820-1878) was born and educated in Germany. é in 1848 he traveled to 

Switzerland and then to the United Statesé. In 1851 Heppenheimer went into business with Adam 

Hartmann, as Hartmann & Heppenheimer, Lithographers. The next year he started his own concern on 

North William Street, which remained the firmôs headquarters until the 1890s. 

 

           Heppenheimer specialized in the production of labels, advertising posters, and trade cards. He was 

one of the early suppliers of color-lithographed labels for cigar boxes, which became the main product 

of the firm as cigar consumption expanded enormously in America after the Civil War. By 1869 he had 

eighty-five hand presses in operation. A steam press was soon added, imported from Europe after 

Heppenheimer saw it on display at the 1869 Paris Exposition. 



 

         In 1874 Louis Maurer (1831 ï 1931) joined the firm as a partner. Maurer was born in Germany é He 

came to America when he was twenty and worked as an artist for Currier & Ives, specializing in drawing 

figures and animals. In the early 1860s Maurer went to work at Major & Knapp while continuing to do 

freelance work for Currier & Ivesé 

 

          After Heppenheimerôs death in 1878, the firm was run by Maurer and by Heppenheimerôs widowé 

until it was reorganized in 1886 as Heppenheimer Sons, é In the late 1880s they constructed a large 

manufacturing plant in Jersey Cityéò  

      Last, Color Explosion, pp., 100-101 

 

 
 

      Neuman Louis E. & Co., Five Sample Cigar Labels, c. 1880s  

      New York: Louis E. Neuman & Co., c. 1882, five labels, measuring 5 Ȫ x 8 inches, some nicks and 

chips to edges and corners, else very good. 

 

      Louis E. Neuman was born in Germany and served in the Prussian army. He came to New York in 

1846, became a citizen, and served as a major in the Civil War. He initially worked as a map engraver, 

and in 1878 went into business with Herman Dinglinger, as Neuman & Dinglinger, specializing in 

lithographed cigar box labels. The firm became Louis E. Neuman & Company in 1882. 

      Last, Color Explosion, p. 215 

 

      The collection also includes a handful of labels by O. L. Schwenke and George Schlegel, of New York 

City, see Last, Color Explosion, pp, 135, and 227 

$ 3500.00 



 
 



 
 

 5. (Civil War) Cleland, James, Autograph Letter Signed, Arrowsmiths , Ohio, March 12, 1863, to his 

brother, John W. Cleland, Co. F 111th Regiment, Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Bowling Green, 

Kentucky  ï ñCopperheadò reports on Racial and Political Violence  

    folio, two pages, folded, some splits along folds, reinforced with archival tissue, in good legible condition, 

accompanied by original mailing envelope.  

    James Cleland, an Ohio ñCopperheadò reports approvingly on race riots in Detroit and Cleveland, hints 

of political violence, and a convention at which Vallandingham was to speak: 

    ñBrother John,  

        é I am sorry to hear of so many of your boys dieing off é But so it goes some of the Republican 

speakers in the north tell us if it is necessary to sacrifice this whole generation in order that the next 

generation may be a better one why do it and I guess they are doing what they can to do it. There is 

going to be a meeting of democrats at Hamilton this state the 20th of this month to consider some maters 

there is two men appointed from each state to go Valindigham and Olds goes from our state some are 

going from this county just to see what will be done something must be done or we will have to bow to 



the tyrant yet you would be surprised I suppose if I would tell you everything that is going on just now in 

the north revolvers are all the go now Republicans are holding secret meetings and arming themselves 

democrats hold no secret meetings but they have the thunder in their pockets if it is necessary to use it. 

They had a terrible row at Detroit a few days ago a negro abused a white girl, that raised a mob of about 

three or four thousand people and they drove every negro out of town and burnt their houses (about 

thirty two in number) there was two companys of infantry there but they were broke down and run over 

I heard there was another in Cleavelin I have not heard the particulars yet é Gen. Rosecrans has forbid 

the Cin Enquirer and the Chicago Times circulating in the army of the Cumberland, there has been 

orders issued forbidding any paper circulating in the army of the Potomac. That army has about gon up 

nothing more need be looked for from it, the rebels will be concentrated in the west and you may all be 

drove a cross the Ohio yet I believe it is the plan of the Administration to make a pretext for enforcing 

the conscriptionéò [sic]  

    John Cleland rose from Corporal to 1st Lieutenant in the 111th Ohio Infantry, which began service in 

Kentucky in September 1862. The regiment saw service in many battles in Tennessee and Georgia.  

$ 200.00 

 



6. (Civil War) Hanna, Autograph Letter Signed, Harmony Grove [Maryland] undated, circa 1865, to 

her friend Mary  

     octavo, 4 pages, in good clean legible condition. 

 

      Hanna, a young woman teaching school in Harmony Grove, Frederick County, Maryland (now a ghost 

town), writes her friend Mary describing a sermon eulogizing the late Abraham Lincoln, a visit to a nearby 

Civil War Hospital, and reflections on the terrible loss and devastation resulting from the war.  

      ñMary Darling, 

          é it is nearly school time. I am now teaching three miles from Frederick & board at brother Tommyôs. 

é I am quite well, but I have got the ñbluesò  

          I was in Frederick last Thursday & heard a splendid sermon delivered by Rev. Williams of the 

Presbyterian church, on the life & death of our lamented chief Magistrate. He showed how he was fitted 

for the great work by poverty, toil & danger, he then described his conduct through the great struggle, 

repeating an extract from one of his messages. It was grand, he then spoke of the soldiers & described 

a farewell scene, showing the heroism of our boys & the self denying spirit of our patriotic women. There 

sat the weather beaten veteran, who had been fighting bravely for four long weary years, no doubt he 

felt a thrill of pleasure as he reflected that his labors were at last appreciated. After partaking of a 

sumtious [sic] dinner, we proceeded to the Hospitals. It is a lovely place, flowers of all kinds meet your 

eye on every side, indeed everything possible to make the poor fellows forget the din of war is done. All 

looked happy & contented. I saw several who had gotten their discharges & had already donned citizens 

attire, long linen coats, light pants. Now they are homeward bound. The sick & wounded looked happy, 

& well they might, for is not the war over? I sighed as I glanced at the cripples, yet even they were lively 

for they were that day receiving a nationôs thanks. 

          Hannah Storyôs sister is married He, Mr. Green, partly paid Hannahôs school bills & expressed his 

intention of doing a brotherôs part by her, but Miss Mary speaks in a very detrimental manner concerning 

her character. I can not credit the report however. If the poor girl could get a school in some quiet 

neighborhood in the country where no one knew of her brotherôs disgrace, it would suit her much better 

than Washington where so many temptations surround the poor & unprotected. 

         Alice Warfield is married to a Baptist minister. I saw their photos. He is not very handsome. 

         I had a rebel beau last night, one of Leeôs parolled men. He is handsome, elegantly dressed, very 

intelligent & one of the most finished gentleman, I ever met, but he calls the late traitor band ñour armyò 

That satisfied me, but he is to go with, or rather take me to White Rock. Have no fear, a man who has 

lifted his arm against chis country can be nothing to me. é 

         Mary, suspense is over at last. Mr. House died in a dirty hole in Georgia of disease brought on by 

starvation & exposure on the 20th of August 1864. May God comfort his mother & sister. We have peace 

but what a price have we paid for it, our inheritance consists of blasted hopes, blackened homesteads, 

ruined land, broken constitutions, corrupted morals & desolated firesides. Graves are scattered all over 

our land, graves of some of Americaôs noblest sons. Men who were reared in affluence have laid for 

days on the burning sands without a drop of water & have died  surrounded by hungry famishing 

wretches, with no one to drop a tear on their cold remains or even close their eyes in death, even then 

they must lay in the scorching rays of the sun é May God forgive the instigators of this hellish deed, but 

I never can é Hannaò                                                                                                            $ 150.00 



 

Letters from the Western Front 

 7. (Colorado ï Civil War) Weir, Austin H., (1842-1907) Rare Group  of Letters from Austin H. Weir a 

soldier in the Second Colorado Cavalry,  Describing Service in the Trans -Mississippi Theater,  

1862-1865 

     Five letters (one partial) 22 manuscript pages, in very good, clean and legible condition.  

 

      Group of letters written by Austin H. Weir, a member of the Second Colorado Cavalry, to a woman 

named Mary whom he calls ñsisterò, however this seems to have been an arrangement between the two, 

as Austin later marries Mary E. ñMollieò Farmer (1846-1870), in 1865. Weir was married a second time 

to Elizabeth Perkins in Chicago, 1873. Weir seems to have been a native of Moline, Illinois as was Mary. 

Weir served as mayor of Lincoln, Nebraska from 1891-1895. 

     After initial service in New Mexico and Colorado the Second Colorado Cavalry was stationed at Fort 

Riley and also served in Kansas City, Independence, Westport, Hickmanôs Mills, Pleasant Hill, Rolla and 

Harrisonville, Missouri. The regiment was under the command of Colonel James Hobart Ford. The 

regiment and its detachments engaged in almost constant fighting in central Missouri, the regiment was 

also engaged in protecting the citizens in Kansas from guerrilla raids. This service culminated in 



opposing Sterling Priceôs fateful and fatal raid through Missouri. The regiment also saw action, 

particularly in 1865, after the Sand Creek Massacre, further west against Native Americans around Fort 

Riley, Fort Zarah, Fort Ellsworth and Fort Larned, Godfreyôs Ranch, Colorado, operations along 

Overland Stage Route from Denver to Julesburg, Colorado, scouting from Fort Larned to Crooked Creek, 

Pawnee Rock, Cow Creek Station, Plum Butte. The unit was mustered out at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 

September 23, 1865. 

    ñIn a sense the regiment was the ñfire brigadeò of the Trans-Mississippi theater, rushing from one 

threatened sector to another and often providing the additional weight that tipped the scales from failure 

to success. Thus the Second Colorado Cavalry was instrumental to the Civil War-fueled expansion of 

the American empire across the West.ò  

    Rein, Christopher M., The Second Colorado Cavalry A Civil War Regiment on the Great Plains 

    Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2020 

      

      Sample Quotes: 

      ñCamp [near Denver, Colorado Territory] June 22, 1862 

      Dear Sister, 

           Have you forgotten your poor big brother that you do not write to him anymore? é 

          We reached Denver last Wednesday afternoon and left next day. I was so busy or I would [have] 

written to you from there. Parted company with Dick Williams and the Rock Island girls there. I suppose 

you knew we were traveling with them. The Misses Bell went on to Mountain City and Aggie Drum 

remained in Denver. 

          We entered the Mountains last Thursday, and are now camped about (40) forty miles from the city. 

Canôt travel very fast among the hills. Expect to see Enoch and Ben next week. é I am enjoying myself 

first rate at present, though I was nearly overcome by the fatigue of the first few weeks. My health has 

already improved very much and you would hardly recognize in the rugged, hearty looking sunburned 

pilgrim that I now am, the sunken cheeked sallow complexioned brother who was with you so much in 

Moline. 

          O! I love this wild frontier life, and more than ever since I entered these grand old hills, that now tower 

in majestic splendor around and above me é I love to wander mid their lovely solitudes contemplating 

their vastness and grandeur éò 

     ñRolla Mo Nov. 15,1 863 

      Dear Sister, 

         é Since I last wrote to you our Regt has been consolidated with the 2d Colorado Infantry and ordered 

mounted this was the cause of our being ordered here. I suppose we will remain until our horses and 

equipments are obtained. Are stationed or garrisoned for Ft Wyman about a mile from the town of Rolla. 

The march from Pilot Knob here was the most dreary and fatiguing of any we have made. The first day 

out our company wagon broke down and the company was ordered back to remain with it as a guard 

until it could be repaired, and we consequently had to march about twenty seven miles next day to over 

take the Battalion. I have no recollection of ever being so tired as I was that night on reaching camp. In 

all our long and weary march over the plains, there was nothing to equal it. é 



             The road for most of the distance here lies over a barren and wasted country, the effect of the 

rebellion can be plainly seen. Many were the beautiful farms we past [sic] covered with the ashes of the 

old homestead. Here a farmer had been burned out and driven off rebel guerillas and murderers and 

yonder a traitor whom the vengeance of Federal soldiers had rendered homeless. Desolation was 

everywhere to be seen. But such is war and we little know or appreciate its horrors until we see them. I 

was glad when we came in sight of the old Fort here, it was a relief after traveling over such a deserted 

country to get where people lived again. Quite a number of the Moline boys have in times past been 

stationed here. I donôt wonder that they soon tired of it, for it is the dullest most lonesome place I have 

ever been in. Guarding the Iron Mountain Rail Road was lively business compared with garrisoning this 

old Fort. By the way there are some hopes of our getting away soon. Hope to be sent to St. Louis to drill 

in Cavalry Tactics this winter, If they will only do this I will look for a good time next winter. 

           I was surprised to hear of your being in Indiana. Enoch told me you were going into Southern Illinois. 

I was much amused at your descriptions of the people you met. It resembled the inhabitants of the 

backwoods in Missouri. When I first came here, I thought them to be the most ignorant and degraded 

set of people I ever saw and I think the same yet. Wish you could be here for a few days you would think 

Ind. a paradise. é 

           Three of the boys left to day on a fifteen days furlough and when he returns If nothing happens I 

shall goé You ask me for mementos from Secessia I donôt know what I can send you but will try and 

get something of interest. I would like to send you a specimen of the rebel soldiers we have confined in 

the old Fort here. They are best mementos of secessia I know of. But they are rather inconvenient 

commodities to handle. Poor wretches they look as if they would like to be sent somewhereé Austinò  

     [n.p. likely near Kansas border, n.d., late 1864 or early 1865, a partial letter] 

         ñWe are again under marching orders for two days we have had our camp and company property 

packed ready for traveling and are only waiting for troops to relieve us. It is said that we are going back 

to Colorado. At least we are ordered to report to Maj. Genl. Curtis at Leavenworth and the Governor of 

Colorado has asked that we be sent into the territory again for they have trouble from the Indians. I shall 

be glad to get back to Colorado again for I would rather be discharged there than here still I shall be 

sorry to leave this quiet little town. We have been here so long that it seems almost like home. Seven 

months ago to day since we first entered it, and pleasant indeed has been that seven months to me. 

There are some of the best people here that I have ever met with, they appreciate soldiers and know 

how to express their good will. é It seems natural for northern soldiers to like southern ladies, or perhaps 

I might reverse it with equal truth and place the ladies first. At least I have enjoyed myself with them 

whenever  we have met. There are some noble girls here, so good, so pure, better than I ever thought 

could be found in Missouri é I was much pleased at your description of the people where you reside. It 

was a picture of the refugees whom I have met with in Mo. reminded me of Rolla and vicinity. é Austinò  

    ñFort Riley, Kansas, Jany., 12th, 1865 

      Dear Sister, 

           é We to day received orders to be in readiness to move at an hourôs notice probably on a winters 

campaign against the Indians who are threatening another outbreak. The 1st Nebraska has been 

defeated by them with a loss of fifteen killed. The tribes on the plains are concentrating, and a terrible 

border war seems inevitable. I hope I shall have a chance to strike a blow at these red fiends. I have 

hated them ever since they attacked our party when we first crossed the plains and I think that theyôll 



find but little mercy in the 2d Colorado. If they force us on a hard winters campaign they will have to 

suffer consequence. I feel savage whenever I think of them. 

         We have been some weeks at this post. Genl. Curtis sent us here saying that as our regiment had 

endured the worst portion of the late raid he would give us a place to rest and recruit through the winter 

but he has only sent us where we have more work than ever to do. Well I had be employed than idle so 

I am content. This is one of the most lonely desolate places I ever had the misfortune to get into, no 

society, no nothing that I can enjoy. Junction City about three miles above contains they say two 

unmarried ladies and one of them canôt speak a word of English, so I fear her society would not be very 

entertainingé Austinò  

    ñFort Larned, Kan. April 30th, 1865 

     Dear Sister Mary, 

         é Since I last wrote to you my company has moved to this place. We came here to take part in the 

campaign against the Indians, but it hardly seems probable that there will be any raid at present, for 

since the arrival of a military force in their country the Indians have suddenly become very good, and 

they love their white brother very much. The agent has commenced negotiations for a treaty with them. 

And I most sincerely hope that he will be successful for I want to get out of this country. Besides fighting 

Indians is at least an inglorious occupation, They are not ñfoemen worthy of our steelò and with every 

advantage of arms and discipline on our side, it is no honor to conquer them. 

           There are many rumors of our going back to Missouri, but I can hardly credit them. The people on 

the border of both Mo. and Kansas have petitioned to have the 2nd Colorado sent back there, saying that 

they never enjoyed the peace and quiet, nor never felt the security that they did while under our 

protection last summer. No troops ever done their duty as impartially as we did. This is quite a 

compliment to the Regt., but it will not amount to anything as long as we are needed here. If we are sent 

away from here it may have some influences in returning us to our old ñhunting groundsò But we will 

have to go soon for the Regts time is fast expiring and by the end of the summer the 2nd Colorado will 

be among the things that were. Two companies have already been mustered out. é Austinò 

                                                                                                                                                     $ 2,500.00 



 

 8. (Connecticut) Andrews, Eli Taylor, Group of Incoming Letters to Eli Taylor Andrews, prosperous 

farmer of Bethel, Connecticut, chairman of the Democratic Town Committee, and fraternally a 

Mason, dated 1852 -1885 

     70 letters, 128 manuscript pages, (19 retained mailing envelopes), plus 4 pieces of verse and prose, 14 

pages, all dated 3 January 1852 to 22 January 1885. There are 5 letters that are undated. Most of the 

letters are addressed to Eli Taylor Andrews, with the exception being three letters to Mrs. Jane Andrews, 

Eliôs wife, and one letter to Oliver Bulkeley, (one of Andrewsô in-laws), written by Eli Andrews, and one 

other. 

     The correspondence includes letters from Andrewsô family, friends, or business associates. His brother, 

Horatio, wrote him 13 letters. Horatio left Connecticut and was living in New York City where he was 

working in the silk business. He was employed by two different firms during the course of the 

correspondence, William W. Wright & Co., and Ira Beard. The letters discuss various aspects of the 

business, including the ups and downs of the trade. Several letters discuss the settlement of their fatherôs 

estate. The question of how to care for their brother Fred - who was listed as an ñimbecileò in the family 

genealogy was a contentious issue. Anson, one of the brothers wished to move back home under the 

supposed pretense of ñtaking careò of Fred, but the siblings viewed this as an attempt by their brother 



Anson, to acquire more of their fatherôs estate than he was entitled. The letters show the anxiety caused 

by their concern for Fredôs care, and the animosity towards Anson: 

         ñAugôt 22nd 1867 

          Dear Brother, 

             é Anson left here on Tuesday for the west. While here we had some hours conversation in 

reference to the estate & Fred, but without it coming to anything definite. I discovered that he has made 

up his mind that Fred must have the Bank Book, or in other words that he will do all he can to accomplish 

such a result. Also, that he will oppose the appointment of a conservator, but if one must e selected, he 

wants one that will suit him; & would not object to act in that capacity himself é It became so apparent 

to me that if Anson continued to calculate on coming here to live, we should not be able to arrange 

matters harmoniously; so I told him that I thought it would be better on all sides that he should abandon 

all thought of coming here to stay, that he should consent to having a conservator appointed, & that the 

property should be distributed, after that if a satisfactory arrangement could be made for him to stay, 

well & good; but if not Fred would be taken care of. That I was satisfied we were drifting into difficulties 

which would destroy whatever there may now exist of fraternal feeling amongst us, & that the cause of 

it was the fact that his intending to come there to live created a discord between his interests & that of 

the other heirs, & which promised to create a state of feeling which I would like to avoid. He said he as 

only acting in the interest of Fred & disclaimed any selfish motive in the matteréò 

             Horatio answers questions posed by Eli in an earlier letter concerning the availability of immigrant 

farm hands landing at Castle Gardens in New York City: 

         ñMarch 30th 1869 

          My Dear Bro: 

               é last week was a very busy week with us, being opening week, so I waited until Saturday night 

before going to Castle Gardens, & then found the office closes at 4 oôclock & does not open until İ past 

8 A.M. I have been down again this morning, & was told that farm hands can be obtained any day at 

prices ranging from $ 13 to $ 20 pr month. That a person has a large variety to select from ï that the 

early part of the day is the best time, & that Irish or German hands can be had. About $ 15 to 16 is the 

general price for good hands éò 

            Eliôs sister writes a couple letters expressing her concern over the affairs of their fatherôs estate and 

for their brother Fred. There are also several letters from a cousin, John Andrews, who was living and 

working as a farmer in Farmersville, Indiana. His letters discuss the vicissitudes of the farmerôs life, 

floods ruining crops, as well as information on the prices of goods and commodities, the rise of the 

Temperance Movement in Indiana, etc. Andrews receives business related correspondence. Still other 

letters are from members of the extended Andrews family, with discussions of health and domestic 

matters, the whereabouts of family members and other items of local interest. There are also letters 

inquiring about information for the Genealogy of the Andrews family. (The biography below was compiled 

from it). 

     Eli Taylor Andrews (1830 -1884) 

         Eli Taylor Andrews was the youngest son of Col. John Lyman Andrews (1787-1867). The Andrews 

family had been in Connecticut since the 1640s. Col. Andrews was born in Danbury and was for many 

years engaged in farming in the town of Bethel. The family had an estate in the ñGrassy Plainsò, an area 



half way between Danbury and Bethel, the Grassy Plains were eventually annexed by Bethel. Col. John 

Andrews was the son of John Andrews (1751-1825) and Eunice Seeley (1761-1835). He married Sophia 

Taylor (1793-1854) in 1810. Sophia was the daughter of Capt. Thomas Taylor and his wife Hannah Platt. 

The Taylors owned an 18th century home in Bethel, which passed into the possession of the Andrews 

family. John Lyman Andrews died 12 April 1867. John and Sophia had ten children: Samuel T.; Clarissa 

B.; Harriet T.; Horatio; Anson S.; Julia M.; Mary Ann; Eliza Jane; Hannah T.; Frederick; and Eli Taylor 

Andrews. 

             Eli Taylor Andrews was born in East Bethel, Connecticut 29 December 1830 and grew up there 

upon the family farm. His fatherôs health failed and he was forced to give up his idea of going to college 

and returned home to Bethel. He was prominent in local affairs and engaged in agriculture becoming a 

prosperous farmer. For many years he served as chairman of the Democratic Town Committee, also 

taking an active part in religious work as a member of St. Thomas Episcopal Church, where he held 

office at various times as vestryman and treasurer. Fraternally, he belonged to Eureka Lodge No. 83 F. 

& A.M. 

             Eli married Jane Sherman Tyrel in 1860, she was a widow, and the daughter of Ebenezer and 

Eunice (Fayerweather) Sherman, of Redding, Connecticut. Eli and his wife had three children: Edgar T. 

Andrews; Jane Andrews; and John Lyman Andrews. Eli Taylor Andrews died on December 1, 1884. He 

is buried with his wife at Center Cemetery in Bethel. 

$ 250.00 

 

Rare Views of Florida Ghost Towns 



 9. (Florida) Group of 14 Stereo views  of the Long -Abandoned  Towns of Ellaville, New Troy and 

Columbus, Florida,  in the Suwanee River Valley,  circa 1870  

     14 stereo views, mounted on yellow cardstock mounts, no photographerôs credit on mount verso, views 

identified in pencil on versos, in good clean condition.      

 

     Rare group of stereo views providing visual documentation of the long-vanished Florida towns of 

Ellaville, Columbus and New Troy, all located near each other along the Suwanee River. The views have 

light period pencil notations on their versos identifying each view. There are only a handful of images 

known to survive of Ellaville, especially from its early days. 

     Ellaville, Florida is a ghost town located in the Suwanee River State Park in Suwanee County, Florida. 

Ellaville was formerly located at the juncture of the Suwanee and Withlacoochee Rivers.  

     Ellaville was founded in 1861 by George Franklin Drew a successful businessman and future governor 

of Florida. He named the town Ellaville after one of his slaves named Ella. He and Louis Bucki, a 

Prussian immigrant, built a mill that employed over 500 people and was one of the largest in Florida at 

the time. The company had 1200 acres near Ellaville and an additional 90,000 acres of timberlands in 

adjacent areas. Lumberyards and branch offices were established in New York City and Jacksonville. 

Drew built himself a mansion on the western banks of the Suwanee River. 

        The Florida Railroad built a line to the town providing direct access to markets for the mill. Soon after 

the town was booming and in its heyday in the early 1870s, when these images were taken, Ellaville 

had a train station, two schools, two churches, a steamboat dock, masonic lodge, commissary and a 

sawmill. Drewôs company soon expanded into the manufacture of turpentine, and railroad car building. 

Drew established his own private railroad company. Drew paid his workers with company scrip in the 

early 1870s. The town had about a thousand residents at its peak. In 1876 George Franklin Drew was 

elected Governor of Florida. 

          Ellaville began to decline near the turn of the century after its mill burned down in 1898. Although the 

mill was quickly rebuilt, the number of pine trees had declined. Both rivers flooded and with the onset of 

the Great Depression, there was no future for the town, the post office was finally abandoned in 1942. 

The Drew mansion was abandoned, vandalized over the years, it burnt to the ground in the 1970s.  

    The towns of New Troy and Columbus, located along the Suwanee and near Ellaville and ñboomed and 

bustò in similar fashion.  

 



 

ñView of Back Street in Ellaville Fla.ò 

 

ñDrew and Buckis Steam Saw Mill Ellaville Fla.ò 

 



 
 

ñEngine of Drew and Buckis Saw Mill Ellaville Fla.ò 

 

     The images include: 

1. ñDrew and Buckis Steam Saw Mill Ellaville Fla.ò 

2. ñView of Lumber Train Ellaville Fla.ò 

3. ñView of R.R. Bridge at Columbus Fla.ò 

4. ñCapt Edwards Store at New Troyò 

5. ñView of Back Street in Ellaville Fla.ò 

6. ñView of Furnace at Drew and Buckis Mill Ellaville Fla.ò 

7. ñSteamer Wawenock at Troy on Suwanee Riverò 

8. ñView in the Pine Woods Floridaò 

9. ñSugar Boiling at Geo. F. Drews Ellaville Fla.ò 

10. ñView of Humble Log House in Floridaò 

11. ñLittle River Spring and Suwanee River in the distanceò  

12. ñLittle River Spring and Church on the Hill Suwanee Riverò 

13. ñDr. Hodges Yacht at Hickory Islandò 

14. ñEngine of Drew and Buckis Saw Mill Ellaville Fla.ò 

     https://abandonedfl.com/the-town-of-ellaville/ 

$ 1,750.00 

https://abandonedfl.com/the-town-of-ellaville/


 

ñView of Lumber Train Ellaville Fla.ò 

 

ñSugar Boiling at Geo. F. Drews Ellaville Fla.ò 

10. Folsom, Samuel W. and Arthur H. Folsom, Diaries, Account and Memorandum Books, 

Correspondence, and Ephemera of businessman Samuel W. Folsom, of Cleveland, Ohio, and his 

son art dealer Arthur H. Folsom of "Folsom Galleries," an important modern art gallery of New 

York City, New York, 1867 -1927 

     58 volumes of diaries of Samuel W. Folsom, over 7,000 manuscript pages, dated 1867-1927, lacking 

years 1891, 1906, and 1921; 44 account books of Samuel W. Folsom, various paginations, 68, 72, or 

120 pages per book (earlier volumes have less pages), with the majority of the entries dated 1880-1927, 

lacking volumes for 1883, 1926; 6 volumes of memorandum books/diaries, approx. 1500 pages, kept by 

Arthur H. Folsom, dealing with his Folsom Galleries, dated 1908, 1911-1913, 1915, 1919-1920; plus 95 

letters, 134 pp. for the Folsom Galleries and Samuel W. Folsom, dated 1908-1921, and over 900 pieces 

of paper ephemera related to Folsom Galleries, dated 1904-1921. 



     Samuel W. Folsom (1844- 1929) 

          Samuel W. Folsom for many years was a trusted official and worker in some of Cleveland's largest 

business concerns. Folsom was a member of a pioneer family of Cleveland. He was born at the corner 

of Vermont and Hanover streets in Cleveland on 16 December 1844.  His father, Gillman Folsom, Jr., 

was born at Dorchester, New Hampshire, in 1798, and died March 10, 1870, was a pioneer in two of the 

largest cities in the Middle West. He grew up and was educated in his native town, and when a young 

man he rode horseback to Buffalo, New York, which was then hardly more than a village. He purchased 

about 300 acres of land in what is now the heart of the city. In 1836 Gillman Folsom removed to Ohio 

City, now part of Cleveland. In Cleveland he formed a partnership with a Mr. Tyler in a general 

merchandise business. 

           Gillman Folsom & Tyler's store was at the corner of Detroit Avenue and Pearl Street. This partnership 

was subsequently dissolved, and Gillman Folsom continued a general store on Detroit Avenue for a 

number of years. Later he removed to Euclid, Ohio, and resumed farming, but in the 1860s returned to 

Cleveland and was superintendent of the West Side Market until his death in March, 1870. At one time 

he was a member of the council of Ohio City and was one of the group of thirteen men who purchased 

Whiskey Island and subdivided it. In 1836 Gillman Folsom built what was then the finest brick house in 

the City of Cleveland. 

          Gillman Folsom, Jr., married first a Miss Marvin, and they had two children, Nathan M., who died 

January 1, 1894, in Jacksonville, Florida, and Charles, who died in Milwaukee Wisconsin March 3, 1887. 

Mr. Folsom married secondly Hadassa Ballard. They were married in Mayville at the head of Lake 

Chautauqua, New York. Her father, Gilbert Ballard, was an early day operator of stage coaches between 

Mayville and Jamestown, New York. Mr. and Mrs. Gillman Folsom had three children: G. B., who died 

January 15, 1903; Mrs. Hadassa B. Van Tine, who lived in Cleveland and died November 5, 1895 and 

our diary writer Samuel W. Folsom. 

          Samuel W. Folsom grew up at Cleveland and until the age of seventeen attended the grammar 

schools and the West High School. On leaving school he became an accountant with the old Cleveland 

and Mahoning Railway Company, which became part of the Erie Railway system, while at a later time 

he served as paymaster of that road, and was later secretary to the president of that road at Meadville, 

Pennsylvania. For some years he was accountant and bookkeeper with the firm of Sheldon & Sons, 

lumber dealers at Cleveland, Ohio, but in 1876 became accountant and cashier of Rhodes & Company, 

coal and iron ore operators. In April, 1885, the name of this concern was changed to M. A. Hanna & 

Company. Mr. Folsom continued with this great Cleveland business for forty-one years (1876-1918), 

and for a large part of that time was at the head of the accounting department. 

           Samuel was also a director and member of the executive committee of the Forest City Savings and 

Trust Company, a director in the West Cleveland Banking Company, and an official and director in many 

other large companies. He was a member of the Chamber of Industry, the Chamber of Commerce, and 

the Clifton Club. He was a republican voter and belonged to the Congregational Church. 

           Mr. Folsom enlisted in the 100-days service in the One Hundred and Fiftieth Regiment, Company B, 

Ohio National Guard, Colonel Hayard and Capt. William Nevins. Mark A. Hanna was a private in this 

guard company. 

           On 2 October 1875, Mr. Folsom married Mary E. Hanna, a cousin of the late Senator Mark Hanna. 

Mary was born on 16 January 1846 and died July 21, 1916 at the age of 70 years old. She was the 



daughter of Benjamin Jones Hanna (1823-1881) and Catherine McCook (1822-1904). She was the 

oldest of the Hanna's four children. 

           Mrs. Folsom's cousin was Marcus Alonzo "Mark" Hanna (1837-1904), an American businessman 

and Republican politician, who served as a United States Senator from Ohio. He was a friend and 

political ally of U.S. President William McKinley and used his wealth and business skills to successfully 

manage McKinley's presidential campaigns in 1896 and 1900. 

           Mark Hanna married Charlotte Rhodes the daughter of Daniel Rhodes. Daniel Rhodes took Mark A. 

Hanna into his business with him and Hanna was soon a partner in the firm, which grew to have interests 

in many areas, especially coal and iron. The company came to be called "M. A. Hanna Co." and was 

one of Cleveland's major iron-ore houses. Hanna Mining evolved from Rhodes & Co., a firm established 

in the 1840s by Daniel Rhodes to mine coal in the Mahoning Valley area. It expanded into iron ore mining 

in the Lake Superior region in the mid-1860s, when Hanna married Rhodes's daughter and joined the 

firm. Hanna and his brothers took over the partnership in 1885 and renamed it M.A. Hanna & Co. Mark 

Hanna died in 1904. It was for this "M. A. Hanna & Company" that Samuel W. Folsom worked for forty-

one years. 

          Samuel W. Folsom died on 9 May 1929. Samuel & Mary Hanna Folsom had only one son, Arthur 

Hanna Folsom.   

          Arthur H. Folsom (1877-1944) and Folsom Galleries 

           Arthur Hanna Folsom was born 26 November 1877. He was the son of Samuel Winthrop Folsom 

(1844-1929) and Mary Emma Hanna (1846-1916). His parents married on 12 October 1875. Arthur 

graduated from the West High School of Cleveland, Adelbert College - Western Reserve University.  In 

1900, Arthur was living with his parents in Cleveland. He was 22 years old. By 1906 he had moved to 

New York City to become a Fifth Avenue art dealer. 

           In June of 1906, the New York Times reported on an exhibition of the artist Guy Wiggins. The paper 

mentioned that Arthur H. Folsom had "taken over" the "Modern Gallery" on East 33rd Street where the 

Wiggins exhibit was taking place. An earlier article, written in April 1906 in the New York Times, reported 

that the Modern Gallery was a "new hall" at 11 East 33rd Street; thus presumably only recently opened. 

This appears to be Arthur H. Folsom's start in the New York art world. He would have been 29 years 

old. 

           From at least 1907-1909, Folsom appears to have been in partnership with an Otto Hudson Bauer 

(1870-1963), decorator, operating the "Bauer-Folsom Galleries" at 396 5th Avenue in New York City. 

Bauer had previously been listed in New York City directories as an artist in partnership with decorator 

Anson Dudley Bramhall in Bramhall & Company at 1133 Broadway. Bramhall & Company filed for 

bankruptcy in 1902 after Bramhall disappeared. Bramhall & Co. was said to be a leading decorating firm 

that had "large dealings with the most prominent architects for the highest style in decorative work." 

They defaulted on over $30,000 in debt after Bramhall's disappearance and went out of business. 

          By 1907 Bauer had become partners with Arthur H. Folsom. The cash account books of Samuel W. 

Folsom included in this archive show Samuel Folsom giving money to his son Arthur on several 

occasions in early 1907, to the A. H. Folsom Gallery. However in May of 1907, he gives $4000 to the 

Bauer-Folsom Galleries, which would appear to be the start-up money for Arthur to become partners in 

this gallery. 



          In May 1909, the New York papers again announced that Folsom has taken over a gallery (Bauer-

Folsom) and the gallery will now be known as "Folsom Galleries," but it was still located at the same 

address, "opposite Tiffany's."  Samuel Folsomôs account books show that he sent money to his son for 

"Folsom Galleries" in July 1909. Bauer appears to have stayed in New York City working as a decorator 

contractor. Folsom would be listed at first as the president, treasurer, and director of Folsom Galleries, 

with his home at 14 E. 28th Street. Arthur's father Samuel, who lived in Cleveland, was later listed as 

one of the directors along with his son of the gallery. At one point "Hy. S. Cook" was listed as secretary 

for the Folsom Galleries. 

          The Folsom Galleries was considered an important gallery for American art in the early Twentieth 

Century, especially with American impressionist painters and the various other "schools" of art that were 

emerging in New York City. The gallery offered a place for artists to meet and discuss the nascent avant-

garde scene. The gallery was in business at from at least 1909 to 1924 (listed in New York City papers 

and directories), possibly longer. Evidence in this collection shows it being open during this time period 

as well. In 1922 the gallery was listed at 104 W. 57th Street. Arthur H. Folsom was listed as an art dealer 

until at least to 1930, when he was listed as an art dealer on a passenger ship manifest. 

           Folsom offered exhibitions of American impressionist painters from as early as 1910. The gallery 

loaned paintings of American impressionist Emil Carlsen (1853-1932) to the Buffalo Fine Arts Academy 

in that year. They conducted an exhibition of the works of American modernist painter Alfred H. Maurer 

(1868-1932) in January 1913; landscape painter Allen Tucker (1866-1939) in November 1913; painter 

Roswell Morse Shurtleff (1838-1915) in January 1914; portraitist Howard Logan Hildebrandt (1872-

1958) in March of 1915; painter Nathaniel Cobb (1879-1932) in March of 1916; American impressionist 

painters William H. Singer (1868-1943) and Louis Ritman (1889-1963) in Feb - March 1918; Boston 

School painter William McGregor Paxton (1869-1941)  in February 1919; American impressionist 

landscaper painter Daniel Garber (1880-1958) in March 1919; and then another exhibit of William H. 

Singer in March-April 1921. Singer is seen regularly in weekly business statements in this collection as 

receiving payments from Folsom Galleries, among other artists', but not as often as Singer. 

          The gallery offered many other exhibits of painters, sculptors, as well as exhibits of ancient and 

medieval art, which they apparently also sold. The gallery in 1920 offered the first solo exhibition of 

modernist sculptor John Henry Bradley Storrs (1885-1956), who had studied with and befriended 

Auguste Rodin. The gallery also offered an exhibition of "cowboy artist" Charles M. Russell in April of 

1911. There is a receipt in the ephemera collection made out to Mrs. C.M. Russell for casting a sculpture, 

as well as his name appearing receiving payments from the gallery in the weekly statements. 

           In addition to the American impressionists, the Folsom Galleries was also instrumental in exhibiting 

various schools of art of New York City's art scene. They also offered the first and third exhibitions of 

"The Eclectics" in 1915 and 1918 respectfully. Organized by James Britton "The Eclectics," was an 

exhibiting group of painters and sculptors that at various times included Theresa Bernstein, Guy Pene 

du Bois, Walter Griffin, Philip L. Hale, Eugene Higgins, George Luks, Jane Peterson, Maurice 

Prendergast, Mahonri Young, and others. 

           The first two exhibitions of "The Pastellists" were held at the Folsom Galleries. The Pastellists was 

an organization of artists that formed in New York at the end of 1910 for the purpose of exhibiting artwork 

produced in the medium of pastel. The group helped organize four exhibitions in New York between 

1910 and 1914 before disbanding in 1915. Some Pastellist members are credited with the initial idea for 

the exhibition that later became the 1913 Armory Show, the first major exhibition of European modernism 

in America. Some of the artists in this group were: Robert Henri, Mary Cassatt, Leon Dabo, Jerome 

Myers, Everett Shinn, Arthur Bowen Davies, Walt Kuhn, Juliet Thompson, and others. Leon Dabo (1864-



1960) was considered the leader of this group. The first two exhibitions met with good reviews and high 

attendance. The New York Times said the second show "surpasses in interest its predecessor, which 

certainly was sufficiently charming." A "striking and important" work was L'enfant a l'orange by Mary 

Cassatt; Big Wave Design by Arthur Bowen Davies had "vigor and free handling, with the addition of a 

feeling for great rhythms". 

           In 1915, Folsom Galleries offered an exhibition of a group called "The American Salon of Humorists" 

organized by Louis Baury. The exhibition included the work of Robert Henri, John Sloan, William 

Glackens, George Bellows, Arthur Young, Stuart Davis, and others, including a number of artists who 

were regular contributors to The Masses, a New York City graphically innovative magazine of socialist 

politics published from 1911 until 1917. 

           Arthur Hanna Folsom was listed as retired when he filed his WWII draft registration in 1942. He died 

soon after on 30 October 1944 at New York City. His remains were taken back to Cleveland, Ohio to be 

buried at Riverside Cemetery. 

     Description of Collection 

           Diaries: 

           The 58 diaries were written by Samuel W. Folsom, of Cleveland, Ohio. Incredibly, almost every entry 

space for every day has been written in, also a number of the cash account and memorandum sections 

at the rear were used. Some entries are short, others long. The diary manufacturers vary: Pocket Diaries, 

Centennial Diaries, and Excelsior Diaries. The diaries for 1867-1876, 1878-1887, 1892-1893, 1895-

1905, 1907-1920, 1922-1927 are three days entries per page format. The diary for 1877 is two days per 

page format, the diary for 1888-1890 being four days per page format. The diary for 1894 is seven days 

per page format with facing cash account pages. The diaries are bound in limp leather (26) or limp cloth 

(32), and mostly measure 3 ¼" x 7 ¼", except for the diaries for 1920, 1922-1927, which measure 2" x 

5". All of the diaries are written in ink, in a legible hand, and are in more or less in good condition. 

           The diaries beside giving the day-to-day life of a prominent Cleveland businessman over the course 

of sixty years, also provide insight into the founding of Folsom Galleries, one of America's important 

galleries for introducing the world to American Impression and early modern   art. For the diary of 1907 

we see this: 

          "Feb 26, 1907 ...wrote letter to Arthur sent him dft for1500..." 

          "Feb 28, 1907 Left on 5 pm...train for New York..." 

           "March 1, 1907 Arrv'd in N.Y. 3 hours later. Arthur met me at train then to Hotel Tatham. PM to 

Gallery & to Dessar & Dearth studios. Arthur & I to Bramhalls for dinner..." 

           "March 2, 1907 AM to look at Singer Bldg for gallery. Visited other galleries. A & I lunch with 

Dessar at Lotus Club. Visited Dr. Humphries home & [Enquier] Club. Dinner at Lotus Club with 

Dearth, Dessar, Bramhall & Arthur. Arthur left 9 o'clock..." 

     "March 3, 1907 Am visited with Arthur in his room. PM called Mr. Bramhall & he met with me to depot 

Arthur was invited to Martin for dinner, train left 5:30 took dinner on train." 

           "March 4, 1907 Arrived home about an hour late..." 

           "March 31, 1907 Very cool, Easter...got a letter from Arthur and Bramhall...." 



           "April 20, 1907 Mr. Bramhall & Mr. Bauer arrived from N.Y...talked business..." 

           "April 21, 190...I decided today to incorporate Arthur business. Mr. Bramhall & Mr. Bauer left for 

n.  York 6 p.m. train..." 

            "April 24, 1907 ...Wrote letter to Mr. Bramhall..." 

           "April 28, 1907 AM rec'd letter from Arthur..." 

            "April 29, 1907 Signed incorporation papers for "The Bauer-Folsom Co." today..." 

          The above diary entries document the incorporation of Bauer-Folsom Galleries and the beginnings 

of this important American gallery. It also shows that the Folsoms visited the studios of Dessar and 

Derth. The painters Louis Paul Dessar (1867-1952) and Henry Golden Derth (1864-1918), were two 

painters that would show their work at the gallery. The man named Bramhall who is mentioned above is 

Anson Dudley Bramhall, who had been in business with Otto H. Bauer earlier. Their company went 

bankrupt and it appears that Arthur H. Folsom came in and resurrected it under his own name. 

          Samuel W. Folsom immediately paid another visit to New York City the following month in May of 

1907 to finalize everything with Bramhall, Bauer, his son Arthur, and their bank. There are other entries 

connected to the Folsom Galleries spread throughout Samuel's diaries. He was one of the directors of 

the gallery and received regular weekly statements of the business, some of which are included in the 

correspondence and ephemera sections of this collection. 

           Correspondence: 

          95 letters, 134 pp., dated 1908-1921. Of the 95 letters, 2 are not dated. Of these 95 letters: 42 are 

from Folsom Galleries to Samuel W. Folsom, a director of Folsom Galleries; 21 letters are from Folsom 

Galleries to Arthur H. Folsom, President of Folsom Galleries, when he was visiting home in Cleveland, 

Ohio; 24 are letters written by Folsom Galleries to customers and/or vendors; with the rest being letters 

written to Folsom Galleries from both customers and/or vendors. 

           Some of the more interesting letters include: a letter written by the landscape painter Robert Strong 

Woodward (1885-1957). Woodward, paralyzed from the waist down since college, writes to Folsom 

Galleries asking for the return of a painting they have of his, as he might have a buyer, while offering 

another for sale; a letter from the Bauer-Folsom Galleries to Julius Oehme. Oehme purchased a H.G. 

Dearth painting from the gallery. Henry Golden Dearth (1863-1918) was an American landscape painter; 

a letter to Folsom Galleries signed S.S. Dustin. S.S. Dustin (1855-1940) was an American painter. He 

asks for the gallery to give one of his paintings to the bearer of this letter; most of the letters written by 

Folsom Galleries to Samuel W. Folsom, as they contain with them a one page summary statement of 

the gallery business operations for that particular week. These statements include information about 

how the art gallery operated, as they include: amounts of salaries paid out, rent paid, monies spent on 

advertising, merchandise, or for entertaining, as well as petty cash spent, or traveling expenses, or 

monies paid to artists' accounts. For example there seems to be regular weekly payments to American 

impressionist Wm. H. Singer for paintings that the gallery was apparently selling (there is record of 

Singer having several exhibits at Folsom). Also included in these statements are the beginning and 

ending balances in the company's account, and any deposits made to the account to support it when 

the funds were low. Not every weekly statement has all of these types of entries; it depended upon what 

was paid out or purchased that particular week. In any case, one gets great insight how this important 

American art gallery was operated. Besides the statements attached to Samuel W. Folsom, there are 

additional statements within the ephemera section for a total of 52 weeks spread over three years. This 



correspondence of the Folsom Galleries is supplemented by the over 900 pieces of ephemera included 

in this collection. 

           Account Books of Samuel W. Folsom, 1880-1927 

          44 books, various paginations, 68, 72, or 120 pages per book (earlier volumes have less pages) the 

majority of the pages have entries, dated 1880-1927, lacking books for 1883, 1926. Some  year's entries 

carry over to the next year's volumes, most of the account books measure 2 ½" x 4 ½", with books for 

1880s measure 2 ¼" x 5 ½", all books bound in limp leather, most with gold edges, some wear to 

bindings at tips, corners, some scuffing/rubbing to boards, one volume has boards detached, all are 

written in pencil in a legible hand. All books are kept in double-entry bookkeeping style. The account 

books appear to be the personal expense accounts of Samuel W. Folsom. They offer a daily record over 

47 years of what Folsom spent and took in. They do not appear to be business related, but do list his 

personal financial records of everything from what he spent on food, getting a haircut, buying train 

tickets, going fishing, club fees, petty cash for the house, insurance payments, utilities payments, 

telegrams, purchases of stocks, etc., as well as the money he took in such as his salary from M.A. Hanna 

& Co., as well as interest or dividends from investments and bank accounts, or monies from the various 

directorships he held from other companies. The account books also show what looks like a $2,500 loan 

to the Bauer-Folsom Galleries in June of 1908, perhaps Samuel's financing of his son Arthur's venture 

into New York City's art world. This is around the same time frame Arthur H. Folsom became partners 

in the gallery with Otto H. Bauer. The money was returned in July of the same year. There is also an 

entry for Samuel loaning money to Otto H. Bauer. Samuel became a director of the gallery and the 

account books show other entries with loans to the gallery. Earlier entries in 1907 show him giving money 

to the "A.H. Folsom Gallery" and by May of 1907 to the Bauer-Folsom Galleries. Later books show the 

father supporting his son's gallery, loaning it money, or simply sending money to his son. Some of the 

account book entries appear to line up with dates of known exhibitions of emerging American 

impressionists exhibits at the gallery, thus Samuel is financing these shows. 

          Memorandum Books of Arthur H. Folsom of Folsom Galleries 

           6 volumes of memorandum books/diaries, approximately 1500 pages, kept by Arthur H. Folsom, 

dealing with his Folsom Galleries, 3 volumes bound in leather, 3 volumes bound in cloth, various sizes, 

entries written in ink and pencil, in a legible hand, dated 1908, 1911-1913, 1915, 1919-1920. While the 

volumes are printed in the diary format (one in address book format), they are kept more like 

memorandum books with some diary entries. The volumes contain jottings throughout, things that 

happened, reminders, lists of people's names that came to the gallery, receptions, exhibitions, etc. It 

appears that Arthur may have kept these volumes for his gallery, as there are many mentions of names, 

perhaps people who visited the gallery, or attended an opening, or his clients, including artists like Juliet 

Thompson, C. M. Russell, L. Dabo, or prominent people like William Randolph Hearst. There are some 

entries written in French as well. In January of 1913 there are a number of days in this month where 

there are lists of names filling the pages. It is known that Folsom Galleries conducted an exhibition of 

the works of American modernist painter Alfred H. Maurer (1868-1932) in January 1913, thus this list of 

names would seem to indicate those attending the opening and/or visited the gallery while this work was 

hung.  Once in awhile Arthur will write that certain people were "in the gallery today" or attended the 

reception. In the spring of 1915, Folsom Galleries offered an exhibition of a group called "The American 

Salon of Humorists" organized by Louis Baury. The account book for April and May is filled with entries. 

 

 



           Ephemera: 

          While the diaries are the writings of Samuel W. Folsom in Cleveland, the 900 plus pieces of ephemera 

and correspondence in this collection appear to deal directly with the Folsom Galleries, in New York 

City.  Arthur Hanna Folsom was the president of the company, while his father acted as one of the 

directors, and was likely one of the original financiers of the gallery. Regular weekly statements (52 

weeks from the years 1919-1921) of the operations of the gallery were sent back to the father with a 

letter from the gallery (not signed by Arthur, but likely typed up by him, or his staff). These weekly 

statements give great insight to the day-to-day running of the gallery, especially when coupled with the 

letters and other ephemera in this collection. The ephemera includes these weekly statements,  plus 29 

telegrams (1914-1924), 15 telegraph receipts (1910-1916), 2 postcards (1910 and 1921), and a host of 

receipts, such as 166 advertisement and printing receipts, 30 delivery receipts, 6 Folsom Galleries 

letterhead receipts (includes one to wife of artist Charles M. Russell), 34 laundry service receipts, 26 

legal services receipts (attorneys who helped set up the corporation of Folsom Galleries, and drew up 

contracts for the artists they worked with), 52 packaging and movers receipts (mostly for "Artists' Packing 

& Shipping Co." who were specialists in shipping art work), 45 sign company receipts, 31 tax and 

insurance receipts, 118 utility receipts, 41 bottled water receipts, as well as approximately 278 various 

printed letterhead receipts for services performed by artists, carpenters, picture framers, photographers, 

upholsterers, art restorers, carpet cleaners, and the other services that might be rendered to an art 

gallery, or decorator, or a business (hardware, ice, etc), as well as receipts from other art dealers, art 

importers, etc., including cancelled checks. There are also 30 mss receipts and mss memorandum notes 

on slips of paper, and several printed/mss documents. Overall, the ephemeral materials provide 

considerable detail of the business of the Folsom Galleries.                                              $ 2,000.00 

 

 



 

11. Giles, John J., (1810-1891) ñReminiscences of an Ancient Marinerò ï Rockport Massachusetts 

Sea Captainôs Manuscript Memoir ï the Gold Rus h, Hawaii, Civil War and World Travel  

     Folio, 37 manuscript pages, written in pencil on lined sheets, some old tape repairs, with resulting tape 

stains, occasional smudges, few nicks and chips to edges of several sheets, mainly to first page, 

otherwise in very good legible condition. 

 

        John G. Glies was a native of Rockport, Essex County, Massachusetts. Giles first went to sea at the 

age of 14 and served as a seaman and later master in the fishing fleet until he sailed for California in 

1849. When he reached San Franciso, news from the gold fields was discouraging, and he signed on 

with a former whaling captain and made two runs to Hawaii for fruits and vegetables to sell in San 

Francisco at inflated California prices. He contracted cholera in San Francisco and graphically describes 

the outbreak there. He then returned home and he provides a detailed description of crossing the 

Isthmus. After a few years back sailing in the Cape Ann fishing fleet, he invested in the coastal trade 

and made numerous runs to the Caribbean and South America. In 1861 Giles invested in a Transatlantic 

schooner and describes in detail several Atlantic crossings. He witnessed the return of Rhode Island 

troops wounded at the First Battle of Bull Run, ña very sad, sorrowful sight.ò He spent the next 15 years 

crisscrossing the Atlantic, with accounts of places as far afield as St. Petersburg, Russia, Suriname, 

New Orleans, yellow fever in Rio, before the account breaks off abruptly in Smyrna in 1876.  

 

         Gilesô account is apparently unpublished, not found in OCLC, etc.  Accompanied by a typescript 

transcription.  

$ 750.00 



 

12. (Illinois) Dickson, William (1783 -1869) Autograph Letter Signed, Springfield, J une 7, 1849, to  his 

son, Rev. Cyrus Dickson, Wheeling, Virginia  

     folio, two pages, plus stamp less address leaf, formerly folded, some light wrinkling to paper, otherwise 

in very good, clean and legible condition. 

 

    William Dickson, an Illinois pioneer, writes his son discussing a legal case he was involved in, taking 

place in Springfield. He mentions Stephen Trigg Logan (1800-1880), who was apparently trying the 

case. Logan was Abraham Linclonôs law partner from 1841 ï 1843. Logan apparently was fond of telling 

ñbackwoodsò stories, not unlike Lincoln, according to Dickson, who was often invited into Loganôs office 

and regaled with them.      

 

      ñDear Cyrus, 

            I am now in this city awaiting the movements of the U.S. Court ï and to my great annoyance I have 

had to ask a continuance of my suit until the next term of the court in consequence of informality in taking 

your deposition and others, they were right for our State courts, but not for this court, and my counsel 

advises me not to try it as we could not get them in without the consent of Campbellôs counsel which 



was doubtful ï I will trouble you again it aught to have been in the form of an affidavit and sworn to by 

the commissioner appointed to the U.S. District Court.  

          I will send you a form which will show you what is wanted and by coming here have found that Knox 

& Druryôs testimony is necessary which I can get ï Judge Logan is a great Lawyer but has so much to 

do that in time of court it is hard to do business with him  as it seems that he is engaged in every suit ï 

he has drawn for me written directions, and the form of an Oath or affidavit to suit the case ï I think that 

I will not come here again, but send Knox, the only hard spot is to give satisfactory reasons why, I did 

not make a defence ï there is no doubt entertainôd by counsel but I will gain in the end, but it seems as 

though it ware me out before it can be brought to as issue some times my heart sickens, still the justice 

of cause, is such that it buoys up my sinking spirits, and my hope is, that the Lord will sustain me ï and 

in time remove this sore affliction. 

          Your Mother is here with me I was very unwell for 10 days before I left home and your Brother and 

Sisters was not willing that I should  alone. I was not able to travel but 16 miles the first day but kept 

getting better I am now very well - é I am now very well ï they were all well at home when we left and 

it was healthy, there had been one case of Cholera at Rock Island a passenger off a Boat ï there has 

been no Cholera here as yet and but little apprehensions about it, by Tellegraph it appears that N York, 

Cincinnati & Pittsburgh are suffering from Cholera to a great degree about 100 in NY yesterday ï we 

came here last Satterday evening and expect to leave tomorrow morning when you receive this write I 

will write soon after we get home. 

          Springfield is a pleasant & society good them that has business in court has the worst of it, they sit 

about two hours in each day the judge is a stern but pleasant man he is in the habbit of inviting me into 

his room and we can talk as many back woods stories as any other two Lawyers about the Court he is 

older than I am and no doubt as good a Lawyer ï The have 3 Presbyterian Ministers one new & 2 old 

school all doing well, the Sunday schools are large and well attended é Wm. Dicksonò  

     ñWilliam Dickson was a farmer, War of 1812 veteran, and a pioneer settler and founder of Camden Mills, 

Illinois. He spent his early years in his native Newburgh, New York. After the American Revolution, 

Dickson relocated with his family to Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, where he lived until he was 

eighteen, when he moved to a farm in Erie County, near Lake Erie and purportedly learned some 

engineering skills. In 1803, Dickson married Elizabeth Barron. Elizabeth Dickson died in September 

1810, and in May 1812, Dickson married Christiana Moorhead, with whom he had at least one child. 

Dickson became fairly well-known in Erie County, serving as a captain in the War of 1812 and sitting for 

a time on the Pennsylvania Board of Canal Commissioners. In 1834, he rode on horseback from Erie 

County to Illinois, exploring the area for some time before returning to Pennsylvania. In January 1836, 

Christiana Dickson died, and in February 1837, Dickson married Mariam C. Davison. In the spring of 

1837, he moved his family from Pennsylvania to a site of interest to him in Illinois, on the banks of the 

Rock River. He spent at least $9,000 acquiring land in the area, and in 1843, Dickson platted the village 

of Camden, which was renamed Camden Mills in 1848. In 1850, Dickson was farming and living near 

Camden Mills. Recognized as a prominent citizen, in 1858 he served as a delegate to the Democratic 

State Convention. In 1860, Dickson was still farming and owned $8,000 in real estate and another $2,900 

in personal wealth. He owned and operated a successful water-powered grist mill and lived on the site 

of a previous Sac Nation town until moving to Camden Mills proper, two years before his death. Dickson 

fathered nine children during his lifetime.ò                                                                                 

     https://papersofabrahamlincoln.org/persons/DI17066 

https://papersofabrahamlincoln.org/persons/DI17066


    ñStephen T. Logan received his elementary education in Frankfort, Kentucky, before moving to Glasgow 

in 1817 to study law under Judge Christopher Tompkins. He was admitted to the bar at the age of twenty 

and was appointed commonwealth attorney for the Glasgow district. Logan came to Springfield, Illinois, 

in 1832 to continue the practice of law, forming a partnership with William L. May. He married America 

T. Bush in June 1832, and their union produced eight children. In January 1835, Logan became judge 

of the First Judicial Circuit and held that position until March 1837. After resigning from the bench, Logan 

formed a legal partnership with Edward D. Baker, but that partnership soon ended because Logan found 

Baker to be reckless with money. In 1841, Abraham Lincoln became Loganôs junior law partner. This 

partnership lasted until 1844, when they amicably dissolved the relationship so that Logan could practice 

law with his son, David Logan. Active in Whig politics, Logan was elected to the Illinois General Assembly 

in 1842, 1844, and 1846, served in the Illinois constitutional convention of 1848, and was elected again 

to the General Assembly in 1854. In 1854, he also branched into the business world, joining the 

Springfield Gas Light Companyôs board of directors. In 1860, he served as a delegate to the Republican 

National Convention. President Lincoln appointed Logan in 1862 to a commission to investigate claims 

against the government in Cairo, Illinois. That same year, Logan served as a delegate to the Washington 

Peace Conference. Logan amassed considerable wealth during his lifetime; by 1860, he had 

accumulated $175,000 in real estate and owned personal property worth $ 70,000. 

     https://papersofabrahamlincoln.org/persons/LO00310 

$ 125.00 

https://papersofabrahamlincoln.org/persons/LO00310


 

13. (Illinois) LANDS In The State Of Illinois.  

      Utica Democrat ï Extra, nd. circa 1830s, broadside, measuring 13 ȩ x 8 Ȩ inches, formerly folded, 

short splits along central vertical fold, light spotting, edges and corners a bit ruffled, otherwise very good. 

 

     The text describes thirty-one tracts of land owned by John E. Hinman of Utica, in Schuyler, Brown, 

McDonough, Henderson, Pike, Adams, Hancock, Mercer, Knox, and Peoria Counties Illinois, which 

Hinman is offering ï ñFor Sale, or Exchange, for good property in the Central part of the State of New 

York.ò 

$ 450.00 



 

14. (India) Ryan, Tom Tenison (1835-1876), Engineer, Autograph Letter Signed, Roseville, Muree, 

Punjab, Sunday 3 rd, September, 1871, to  his sister,  Nelly  

     octavo, 12 pages, illustrated with several pen and ink line sketches, in very good, clean and legible 

condition. 

 

     Ryan writes a highly detailed letter describing his work and life in India. Ryan was a Civil Engineer, 

engaged in building rail lines for the Indian Government, at the time he wrote this letter he was then in 

charge of the Khanpur division of the Indus Valley Line. Ryan contracted malaria while engaged in this 

work and died in 1876 after leaving India.  

       

     ñMy dear Nelly, 

        é I suppose you have seen all Bellôs collection of Indian photography and curiosities. I should have 

added to her stock this year, if I could have got leave to go the capital of Cashmere on a walking tour 

throô the Hills ï Scrinnugger it is called but they will not hear of it, so I suppose I shall be ordered to rejoin 

my Division at the end of this month, and have to travel to get to my headquarters at Khanpoor involves 

going from here to Rawul Pinder 40 miles from thence to Shelum and on to Lahore 170 & all by dawk 



gharries, or carts on which you can lay down & go to sleep, horses going full galop night and day at a 

rate of about 8 miles an hour on an average é from Lahore to Moolan 200 miles by rail and then on 

post cart for 60 miles to Bahawulpoor and then a ride of 90 miles on my poney and with my camp and 

tents on camels following ï it will take about 12 or 15 daysé government gives me a shilling a mile for 

all distances travelled, except by rail when they give only 4 ½ d a mile, but out of this I have to keep my 

horses, grooms & grass cutters and also my camels, of which I take 7, but they provide me with tents & 

camels to carry them ï my marching camp generally consists of my head servant, and the cook, water 

carrier and sweeper, grooms and grass cuts, bearer 7 on camels and 10 foot ones and 3 camel men my 

head tent pitcher or tundal and 11 calasses to help them, also my Asst. Engineer, has about the same 

servants, but only 5 camels and 8 or 9 tent pitchers, then comes my treasure guard, consisting of a 

Naick or native officer, & 4 bold privates with fixed bayonets, uniform, red pantaloons, blue coats and 

turbans, no socks, only shoes & any amount of dirt, then there is my accountant, Head clerk and a Native 

overseer, carpenter and smith and bricklayers, and a native clerk to write Persian letters, advising 

headmen of villages of our marching, and ordering them to have supplies in readiness, and also my 

native doctor in attendance on the camp with the medicine chest, and as all these people have servants 

& tents, and besides these I have 3 chuperasses or belted messengers & my asst also one, and we 

keep 3 dromedaries or swift camels with riders to send letters ahead, and also a Draughtsman, you see 

our camp comes to be of a very large size when pitched and includes a very large number of people ï 

there is my office tent, measures 14 feet square insides besides a 4 foot verandah all round, and a 

double roof (this is a load for 3 camels) [Ryan includes a small sketch] and is made of 4 thicknesses of 

canvass, and nicely lined with canary colored cloth and door and sunblinds, and altogether very 

comfortable then my sleeping (private) tent 12 feet square with verandah on 2 sides and a bathroom 

attached, also my asst. engineers tent & one for my accountant and clerk, and 6 small tentsé for the 

herd ï  

        I am to have 3 Asst. Engineers to help me with my Division of 70 miles in length, and I suppose they 

will send me about a dozen soldier sabor dinates, as overseers and supervisors (whom Iôd rather not 

have) we have been engaged up here at Muree in getting out our estimates and preparing designs and 

have all but finished ï my division will cost about £ 400,000 ï if we begin work this year. I hope to get 

my bungalows up in time for next hot weather, as I do not suppose they will send us up here next hot 

season again on duty, paying our expenses and giving us full pay, but as I have 3 months privilege leave 

due to me, I shall probably take it and go to the Hills ï it is so cold in the tents at night that we have to 

sleep with 2 blankets and a thick quilt stuffed with cotton, about 2 inches thick ï my dog sleeps on the 

bed and I have my pistols loaded under my pillow é but there are no robberies in Bahawulpoor State ï 

I suppose Bell told you the Nazims came to visit us when we were there, and if the Nawab holds a 

Durbar when I am going back I shall attend, as he gave other Engineers last year crimson & gold sashes 

or Kummerbunds worth about 8 £ each, lovely things ï as our line runs parallel to the Indus which is 

about 20 miles off and the country slopes from it like this about 12 feet down in that distance [sketch 

added] we are subject, when the river gets high from much rain falling and tops its banks, to Inundations 

ï but I am glad to say that these are turned off in a slanting direction by bands & irrigation channels from 

my line, and inundate the Division next to mine to the extent of 8 or 10 feet deep for about 2 or 3 months, 

beginning in July ï all the villages are therefore built on high ground & protected by bunds or earth 

embankments ï the people then go about on boats, and sleep when at home on the topes of their houses 

on account of the myriads of flies, fleas & musquitoes ï fever of course is very bad when the inundations 

subside ï I have had an asst engineer all this hot weather living in a tent down there watching the floods, 

and althoô born in this country and with a touch of the tar brush in his complexion, he said the heat was 

awful, and the insects dreadful, and native houses so hot, he prefers living in a tent, but we had a thatch 

roof put over it for him -   



          It seems odd, does it not, a river bed being higher than the surrounding country, but all these big 

Indian rivers, running from the Himalayas are much the same, it is the silt from the mountains 

disintegrating which they are constantly bringing down, which gets deposited, the five rivers of the 

Punjab, the Indus, Sutles, Chenab, Shelum, and Raree, especially so ï this country is rich in classic 

remains, left probably by Alexander the Greats army during his invasion ï there are lots of Grecian 

statues in the museum at Lahore ï we have a nice little house up here at Muree, on top of Pundee Point, 

which is 7266 high & so we are very often in the clouds ï Murree is the highest hill station, but one, in 

the Himalayas, and the usual summer residence of the local government ï the rides and drives are very 

pretty, and some of the roads go thro beautiful forests ï there is a Memorial Asylum for 71 boys & 54 

girls, soldierôs children built by the Lawrencesô and a Brewery which makes very good beer ï a decent 

church, 2 clubs and 3 hotels ï a family camp for Europeans, a cricket club, a croquet & a glee club, 2 

sets of amateur theatricals and Reunions once a fortnight, concerts &s all the English trees, fruit and 

flowers, and vegetables ï monkeys, bears, leopards, foxes & jackals in the forests & occasionally a tiger 

ï snakes also ï ducks, turkeys, pheasant and partridge & chickens are plentiful, this is a grand place in 

the hot weather, and is a great Sanatorium for the British soldiers to be sent to when sick ï there are 

generally various detachments up here, and a couple of mountain batteries, little steel cannon carried 

about on muleôs backs ï it is particularly good for women and children ï in fact ladies and children with 

their ayas seem to be the prevailing population, and I suppose visitors all told here mount up to 1600 

souls, and there about 200 houses, the native population is about 10,000 ï we have a Bank also and 

about 10 or 12 leading mercantile houses (including Parsees) who will supply you with anything almost, 

if you pay for it ï there are also Wesleyan & Catholic chapels and a young ladies school, assembly 

rooms, and good fishing not far off, good wateré we had some very good ñAmateur Theatricalsò the 

other night, and it was very successful ï the audience liked it, and so did the performers, as part of the 

performance of the Burlesque seemed principally to be hugging a very pretty woman  - at least so the 

ladies here make out, probably throô jealousy at not performing in that way themselves, but as there are 

plenty of good looking young officers up here, with nothing else to do, they need not be jealous for long, 

and if scandal is true, there is a lot of that done ï a young fellow having just been ordered off to the 

plains for being too attentive to a married lady, whose husband is away on duty ï but you have no idea 

how much scandal is talked in India; I thought a small English provincial town was the place for that, but 

India will give any place long odds in that way & win easy - é 

           Terrible row here the other day ï a fellow was making love to a marrd ladies maid, but the lady 

thought it was to herself the love was being made, and was not at all unwilling and happening to open a 

note meant for the maid, asking for an appointment, gave it ï tableau ï anxious lover going in slyly in 

the dusk thinking to meet the maid, meets the mistress, husband happening to come in rather 

inopportunely, finds a man with his wife, rushes off to lawyer to immediately institute a suit for damages, 

divorce &c against the unlucky man ï this really happened at Rawul Pindee, and the poor devil is 

threatened with a suit for £ 10,000 damages, and even if proved innocent, the expenses will probably 

ruin him é  

          I am probably going to be made ñA member or associate of the Institute of Civil Engineersò shortly é 

the floods in India have been dreadful -ler this year than ever before known, and lots of big railway 

bridges have been broken on the line to Calcutta and Bombay ï all goods traffic nearly suspended ï on 

the Delhi line a fortnight ago there was a break of 60 miles in length ï it is to be hoped they will soon be 

repaired, but it must take months and even years, in some cases to repair damages ï even the Governor 

General up at Simla and the whole of the big wigs were cut off from all communication with the plains 

for a week, and could get no official letters nor reply éò                                                    $ 250.00 

     https://www.emerald.com/jmipi/article/48/1877/272/415368/OBITUARY -THOMAS-TENISON-RYAN-1835-1876 

https://www.emerald.com/jmipi/article/48/1877/272/415368/OBITUARY-THOMAS-TENISON-RYAN-1835-1876


 

 

American Woman in Bombay Excoriates English Gentlemen for their Treatment of Native Indians 

15. (India) Whitman, Minnie C., Autograph Letter Signed, Bombay, March 23, 1874, to a Mr. Hale 

      octavo, six pages, some spotting, foxing, and wear to letter, else in good condition. 

 

      Minnie Whitman, an American woman, living in Bombay with her husband, writes a friend in America 

with news from Bombay, she describes rioting between Muslim and Parsee citizens of Bombay ï and 

then excoriates Englishmen for their treatment of the Indian inhabitants, whom she has tremendous 

respect for. 

 

       óDear Mr. Hale, 

  

              I was so sort of woebegone here in this horrible country that in a moment of homesickness I 

declared that nobody wrote to me & I wouldnôt write first and I really hadnôt really life enough to break 

the resolution  But last week when your nice kind letter came é now I write you directly to thank you for 



your letter which I hope was only the first of many, and to tell you as well as I can something of our life 

here. é I have no doubt from the books that you have read you have a better idea caste and divisions 

of native life than five years residence here could give you. The India papers here are making great sport 

of Mr. Sewardôs book which calls a Parsee a Hindoo ï To me it does not seem so strange a blunder as 

it does to natives or rather to the English here. I presume in hunting for some geographical name for the 

natives of Hindostan, he naturally thought of Hindoo & so used the word which here Is known only as 

referring to religion & there is no geographical name ï unless it be Indian & that certainly refers to a 

larger tract of land than Hindostan. I thought I would be able to give some idea of customs here and for 

that purpose I have visited the native parts of the city, but with no avail I never seen such crowds in my 

life. Of an afternoon as you pass the side streets, broad or broader than Winter St it looks like a 

procession ï the streets perfectly packed with human beings & every caste, every profession, every 

province, every little country has its separate & distinct  - I mean by this that in former times they had. 

Now under English rule if the servant caste choose to wear the turban of a Brahmin, who can say no? - 

& many do ï Perhaps you remember to have seen the picture of the converted Brahmin who has lately 

visited the States. Now, his turban was not a Bombay Brahmin turban but a Madras turban ï totally 

different. é The Mussulmans & Parsees here have been having a riot lately & the English troops  from 

Poona were called down to quell the disturbance & remained here some three or four weeks. It happened 

in this way ï and it couldnôt have happened under a better and wiser government, Some learned Parsee 

made a translation of Mahomedôs life from Washington Irving and the Mahomedans chose to feel very 

much insulted. So they waited on the ñChief of Policeò and demanded the suspension of the book and 

government who stands a little in fear of Mahomedans, suppressed it. Of course they werenôt satisfied 

but presently assaulted the Parsees, broke open their temples, put out their fires attacked their houses 

& killed & wounded several Parsees ï At a late hour the police arrived, but were perfectly inefficient. The 

Gov. a fine looking old gentleman who would be a good man to sit among ñinvited guestsò & that sort of 

thing didnôt know which way to turn and it took him several days to make up his mind. In the meantime 

there were outbreaks from time to time with more or less damage & more or less persons killed. After a 

while the troops were ordered out cannon placed near the native town& the troops from Poona sent for 

and all now seems peaceful thoô of course there must be a fire smouldering. There was no danger for 

Europeans or Hindoos and I pitied the poor Parsees who are a peace loving people. The English people 

as a rule hate Parsees & there is a great deal disagreeable about them  é I have found out the reason 

of this dislike to Parsees is because in business the Parsees can compete with them and then there is 

not an English business house here that has not a Parsee clerk & finds it a necessity to have one. I tell 

you what I told an English gentleman the other day & he did not seem to relish it. ñYou call yourselves a 

Christian people and you call the natives heathen. You never misapplied words worse in your life, The 

English here as a rule are not Christians ï are not followers of Christ and his precepts. They are in their 

treatment of natives, the verist heathen I ever saw, and these poor natives, worshipping idols and 

denying the name of Christ are more Christlike in their actions, more peaceable, more kind, more 

forgiving, than you & Heaven knows they are more tried than ever you wereò and there is hardly a man 

here I always excepting the missionaries & my husband.) who wouldnôt beat his servant for mislaying a 

coat or some such trivial thing & swear at him at table because he brought him a dish with too much 

pepper or too little salt. If you can take advantage of a native do so. Go to a nativeôs house and accept 

his hospitality& they leave no stone unturned to entertain you& grumble at them all the time they are 

there & and after leaving say you never had so stupid a time in your life ï never acknowledge courtesy 

from them in any way. If you are driving & some poor native destitute of clothes gets near your carriage, 

seize your whip and lash him as hard as you can. Do all these things and many more of the same sort 

and you will be recognized as an English gentleman. It makes my blood boil when I see these things as 

I daily do see them and I confess I delight in setting them out to Englishmen ï  

   



          My time is up & I havenôt told you about our house, we have just moved and are pleasantly situated, 

Of course we live outdoors ï that is doors & windows all open & the little sparrows fly through the house 

and are at home. They even build nests in the drawing rooms & are not afraid. My servants are without 

number and Bombay house keeping in some respects is easy but hardly satisfactory. You canôt feel at 

home with us here for we are not at home ourselves & will be glad to see the last of India. Last night I 

went to church (Tôs all high church here & the missionaries preach in native tongues) and the minister 

preached of the Pharisee who was thankful that he was not as other men and much good he did me for 

we came away thankful that we were not educated as other men, thankful that we were born in a free & 

enlightened country and thankful that we were born into a good common sense religioné Minnie C. 

Whitmanò  

$ 300.00 

 

 
 

16. (Ireland) Bound Volume of Eleven Early  18th Century Irish Imprints ï Ten Church of Ireland 

Sermons and A Copy of His Majestyôs Royal Charter for Erecting English Protestant Schools in 

the Kingdom of Ireland , 1716-1733 

    Quarto, eleven titles, bound in full contemporary plain calf, spine label, binding somewhat worn and 

scuffed, with the remains of the engraved armorial bookplate of Barto[lomew] Will[iam] Gilbert Esq., 

handwritten date on the title page of first item above text of January 23 1764.   

 

     The Church of Ireland was the reformed, established state church in Ireland until 1871, authorized by 

the Irish Parliament of 1534-37, under Henry VIII. The eighteenth century was a period when the 

constitutional privileges of the established church of Ireland were further secured by laws against 

Catholics and Dissenters, though the church, a minority throughout the country, was not immune to 

feelings of insecurity and well into the following century resisted government moves towards toleration 

as undermining the Protestant nature of the state. Even óhigh churchô clergy, deeply conscious of the 



need to preserve the prerogatives of the church as against state. Looked to the government to support 

the churchôs mission to promote morality and fight infidelity, Popery, and dissent. The changing 

intellectual climate of the late eighteenth century and early nineteenth century Europe made the position 

of the minority Church of Ireland increasingly untenable, as did British political necessity. The 

government increasingly sought to appease Catholic opinion by major concessions, particularly in 

education and the tithe system, and by addressing by legislation the growing anomalies presented by 

an established church that was slow to reform its own structures, in which wealth was inequitably 

distributed, and some of whose evangelizing societies were engaged in proselytizing activities.  

 

     The volume includes the 1733 royal charter establishing the Irish Charter Schools. Irish Charter Schools 

were operated by The Incorporated Society in Dublin for Promoting English Protestant Schools in 

Ireland. The Charter Schools admitted only Catholics, under the condition that they be educated as 

Protestants. These schools were intended, in their own words, ñto rescue the souls of thousands of poor 

children from the dangers of Popish superstition and idolatry, and their bodies from the miseries of 

idleness and beggary.ò 

 

     In 1731 Hugh Boulter, Primate of Armagh, submitted the findings of the Inquiry into Illegal Popish 

Schools by the House of Lords, which was set up ñto prevent the growth of Popery, and to secure this 

Kingdom from any dangers from the great Number of Papists in this Nation.ò He advocated a school 

system ñto teach the children of the papists the English tongue, and the principles of the Christian 

religion,ò as long as they converted to Protestantism. The same year, the archbishops and bishops of 

the Established Church in Ireland, among others, petitioned George II for a charter to set up schools 

where the children of Irish Catholics would be given free instruction in the English language and the 

Protestant religion. Boys would learn a trade and girls domestic skills and might even be given a 

marriage portion ï assuming they remained Protestant. At this time the Penal Laws were in full force: 

the Catholic clergy was outlawed, and no Catholic was permitted ñpublicly or in private houses teach 

school, or instruct youth in learning>, so there was no source of education for Catholics. The charter 

was granted in 1733 and the king promised £ 1000 per annum. The first school was opened at 

Castledermot on 20 acres of land donated by the Earl of Kildare. 

 

     Over the following decades further finance was provided by the British government. The school system 

was overseen by a Committee of Fifteen who met weekly in Suffolk St. in Dublin. However, the numbers 

attending fell far short of expectations, despite various stratagems resorted to keep up the intake of 

children, such as taking beggar children off the streets and taking in orphan babies. In the 1780s large 

discrepancies between the numbers reported to be at the schools, and the actual number found there 

were found and reported by John Howard, FRS.  At that time there were 41 schools and four nurseries 

in the system. The schools were viewed with the deepest suspicion by Catholics.  

 

     John Wesley visited the school at Ballinrobe in 1785, where he found children being kept in atrocious 

conditions. Inspections towards the end of the century showed massive abuse of the system, many 

children receiving little instruction but being used mainly as farm laborers or weavers and subject to 

squalid conditions, punishment and disease. The reputations and population of the schools continued 

to decrease from the turn of the 19th century until they waned in the middle of the century. 

 

 

 

 

 

   



     The collection, listed in bound order: 

 

    Synge, Edward, A Sermon Preachôd at St. Andrewôs Dublin: Before the Honourable House of 

Commons; On Saturday, August the 1 st. 1719. Being the Anniversary of His Majestyôs Happy 

Accession to the Throne.  By Edward Synge, M.A. Prebendary of St. Patrickôs, Dublin: Printed by 

James Carson, for J. Pepyat, Bookseller in Skinner-Row. 1719. Quarto, 44 pages. ESTC; T8329, OCLC 

locates seven copies.  

  

    Synge, Edward, Christian  Zeal. A Sermon Preachôd before their Excellencies the Lords Justices 

of Ireland, at Christôs Church, Dublin, On Sunday February the12th, 1715/16. By Edward, Lord 

Bishop of Rapho.  (Synge) Publishôd by their Excellencies Command. Dublin, Printed by A. Rhames, 

for Jer. Pepyat in Skinner-Row. 1716. Quarto, 32 pages; bottom corner of last page torn away, no loss 

of text. 

    ESTC;T165591, and OCLC note only an octavo edition of 24 pages, this 32 page quarto edition is not 

listed in OCLC. 

  

      Hutchinson, Francis, A Sermon Preached in Christ -Church Dublin, on Thursday the 30 th. Day of 

January, 1723. Being the Anniversary Fast of the Martyrdom of King Charles the First, Before his 

Grace Charles Duke of Grafton, Lord Lieutenant, and General Governor of Ireland. And the Lords 

Spiritual and Temporal, Assembled in Parliament.  By Francis (Hutchinson) Lord Bishop of Down and 

Connor. Published by Command of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, and by Order of the House of Lords. 

Dublin: Printed by A. Rhames, for J. Hyde in Dame-Street, and E. Dobson in Castle-Street, MDCCXXIII. 

Quarto, 19 pages. ESTC; T180860, OCLC locates 10 copies. 

  

     Tennison, Edward, A Sermon Preached in Christ -Church , Dublin; Before His Grace Lionel, Duke 

of Dorset, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament 

Assembled. On Monday, the Fifth Day of November, 1733 Being the Anniversary -Thanksgiving 

for the happy Deliverance of the Kin g, and the Three Estates of the Realm of England, from the 

most Traitorous and Bloody intended Massacre by Gun -Powder.  By Edward (Tennison), Lord 

Bishop of Ossory. Published by command of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, and by Order of the House 

of Lords. Dublin: Printed by George Grierson, Printer to the Kingôs most Excellent Majesty, at the Kingôs-

Arms and Two-Bibles in Essex-Street, MDCCXXXIII. Quarto, 16 pages. OCLC locates 3 copies 

  

     A Copy of His Majestyôs Royal Charter, for Erecting English Protestant Schools in the Kingdom 

of Ireland. With the Contents of each Clause in the Margin.  Dublin: Printed by George Grierson, 

Printer to the Kingôs most Excellent Majesty, at the Kingôs-Arms and Two-Bibles in Essex-Street, 

MDCCXXXIII. Arms of George II on the title; Quarto,16 pages. OCLC locates 10 copies. 

  

    Maule, Henry, A Sermon Preached in Christ -Church , Dublin: Before His Grace Lionel, Duke of 

Dorset, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament 

Assembled. On Tuesday, the Twenty -Third Day of October, 1733. Being the Anniversary of The 

Irish Rebellion.  By Henry (Maule), Lord Bishop of Dromore. Published by command of his Grace the 

Lord Lieutenant, and by Order of the House of Lords. Dublin: Printed by George Grierson, Printer to the 

Kingôs most Excellent Majesty, at the Kingôs-Arms and Two-Bibles in Essex-Street, MDCCXXXIII. 

Quarto, 32 pages, including An Appendix  ñéwhich relate to the Employment of the Poor Natives of 

Ireland, in Work and Labour, as well as their Instruction in True Religionéò  

    OCLC locates 4 copies. The appendix refers to the Irish Charter Schools established in 1733, see item 

above. 

  



     Ashe, St. George, A Sermon Preachôd At Christôs Church, January the 30th, 1715/16 Before Their 

Excellencies the Lords Justices, and the House of Lords.  By St. George (Ashe), Lord Bishop of 

Clogher. Publishôd by Order of the House of Lords. Dublin: Printed by A. Rhames, for Jer. Pepyat in 

Skinner-Row, 1716. Quarto, 24 pages; with the half-title; about ½ the inner edge of which is splitting 

from the gutter. OCLC locates one location for an octavo edition of 16 pages, and one location for this 

quarto edition of 24 pages. 

  

    Hamilton, William, The Dangers of Popery, and Blessings arising from the Late Revolution, 

Considerôd in a Sermon Preached in the Cathedral Church of Armagh. November, 5th . 

MDCCXXII. By William Hamilton, A.M. Arch-Deacon of Armagh. Dublin: Printed by Samuel Fairbrother, 

Bookseller, in Skinner Row, over-against the Tholsel. MDXXII. Quarto, 24 pages.  

     This title is not listed in OCLC. 

  

     Forster, Nicholas, A Sermon Preached in Christôs-Church, Dublin, on Sunday, November, 5 th . 1721. 

Being the Anniversary Thanksgiving Day for the happy Deliverance of King James. And the Three 

Estates of England, from the Gunpowder -Plot: And also, for the Happy Arrival of His late Majesty 

King William on that Day, for the Deliverance of our Chur ch and NationéBy Nicholas (Forster), 

Lord Bishop of Rapho. Published by Command of His Grace the Lord Lieutenant, and by Order of the 

House of Lords. Dublin, Printed by J. Carson, for Jer. And Sil. Pepyat, in Skinner-Row, Booksellers, 

MDCCXXII. With an uncolored historiated initial letter; a couple of small manuscript corrections on the 

title; Quarto, 22 pages. OCLC locates 3 copies. 

  

    Synge, Edward, (the younger), A Sermon Preachôd at Christ-Church, Dublin. On Saturday, the 23d. 

of October, 1731. Being the Anniversary of the Irish Rebellion.  By Edward (Synge the younger) Lord 

Bishop of Clonfert. Preachôd and Publishôd by Order of the House of Lords. Dublin: Printed for Robert 

Owen, Bookseller in Skinner-row, M,DCC,XXXI. Quarto, 19 + [3] page Appendix  The Address of The 

Roman Catholicks of Ireland to his Majesty, and the Queries occasionôd by that Address, being mentionôd 

in the foregoing Discourseéto give Specimen of the Temper and Spirit of some of The Roman 

Catholicks of Ireland and of the Notions they have of Duty and Allegiance to Our Most Gracious 

Sovereign King George IIéò 

     ESTC; T71283, for an octavo edition with this pagination: 39, [5] pp., OCLC does not record this quarto 

edition. 

  

     Burscough, William, A Sermon Preachôd in Christôs Church, Dublin; Before his Excellency John, 

Lord Carteret, Lord Lieutenant General, and General Governour of Ireland on Sunday, August 1, 

1725. Being the Anniversary Day of his Majestyôs Happy Accession to the Throne. By the Right 

Reverend William (Burscough) Lord Bishop of Limerick. Published by His Excellencyôs Special 

Command. Dublin: Printed for Robert Owen, Bookseller in Skinner-Row, MDCCXXV. Quarto, 22 pages. 

     ESTC; T174817, OCLC locates 4 copies 

$ 1,500.00 

     See: The Encyclopedia of Ireland, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003, pp., 194-95; Milne, 

Kenneth, The Irish Charter School 1730-1830, Four Courts Press, 1997 

 



 
 

Rare and unusual printed form ñKnow Nothingsò as a Secret Society circa 1854 

 

17. (Know Nothing Party ï Nebraska) Those opposed to making Nebraska and other Free Territory of 

the U.S. into Slave States, and those opposed to the Reign of Rum, and to Jesuit influences in 

our Government will meet at é  

     [N.p., circa 1854] Printed form, unused, measuring 6 x 7 ¾ inches, in very good, clean condition. 

 

     Unused printed form, a meeting notification, apparently from the early period of the ñKnow Nothingsò, 

when they began to link the anti-Catholic and anti-Slavery positions that won them adherents beyond 

the large urban areas of the East. The Nebraska reference probably dates this from early 1854, when 

Senator Douglas introduced the Kansas-Nebraska bill in Congress, shortly before the first electoral 

victories in the spring of the ñAmerican Party.ò  

 

        Imprints of the Know Nothings from their ñconfidentialò phase, when the evasiveness of their members 

won them their original nickname, are rare.                                                                              $ 100.00 

 



 
 

Texan Hero ï Kansas & Missouri Pioneer 

 

18. (Missouri) Park, George Shepherd (1811-1890), Autograph Letter Signed, Parkville, Missouri, 

March 1, 1849, to Rev. C. D. Herbert, Ellsworth, Maine  

      quarto, three pages plus stamp-less ñfree frankedò address leaf, in very good, clean and legible 

condition. 

            George Shepherd Park had an amazing life, first as a hero of the Texas War of Independence and 

then as a Missouri and Kansas pioneer who founded two cities and two colleges. Born in Grafton, 

Vermont, lived for a time in Maine, then taught school in Ohio and Illinois. In 1835, at age 24, he went 

to Texas, serving under James Fannin in the Texas War of Independence. Park joined Fanninôs men 

at Refugio, Texas. More than 400 of Fanninôs troops were killed by Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna in 

the Goliad Massacre and Park was one of the few survivors.  He then moved to Jackson County,  

Missouri to teach school. Following the Platte Purchase, in which Native Americans sold what became 

northwest Missouri in 1838, Park took on a 99-year lease on a steamboat landing site, English Landing. 

Therese built a home on the bluffs above the Missouri River and platted the town of Parkville in 1844.  

In this new city of Parkville, which bore his name, he started a Presbyterian Church in 1845. In 1853 



he started the Industrial Luminary, a newspaper some believed to be abolitionist. He owned slaves and 

termed the newspaper pro-commerce. He generally believed that slavery in Kansas would be bad for 

business there.  

           In 1854, while leading a trip up the Kansas River, Park established the town of Polistra near the 

mouth of the Big Blue River. On April 14, 1855, Parkôs newspaper was raided by a pro-slavery mob, its 

printing press thrown in the Missouri river. Park was in Polistra at the time closing a deal to turn over 

the town into a newly named Boston, Kansas. Boston was to be run by members of the abolitionist New 

England Emigrant Aid Company, who renamed it Manhattan. Immediately after the mob raid, Park 

moved to Magnolia, Illinois, where he made a fortune in real estate, and he returned to Parkville in late 

1855. In 1858, Park pledged $ 500.00 toward establishing Bluemont Central College in the newly 

named Manhattan. This would become present day Kansas State University. 

            In 1859, Park promoted a proposed railroad route from Cameron, Missouri to Parkville, to be called 

the Parkville and Grand River Railroad. It was planned to cross the Missouri River at Parkville. However, 

in 1869, Kansas City won the race for the first bridge to cross the river at the Hannibal Bridge which 

transformed it into the dominant city in the region. Park was elected to the Missouri State Senate in 

1866, where he introduced a bill to establish an industrial college, however, the bill failed. 

           Park formally moved back to Magnolia, Illinois in 1874. He donated part of his land on the bluffs for 

a college to be headed by John A. McAfee, then president of Highland College, in Highland, Kansas. 

The school was founded in 1875, which became Park College, was initially aimed at preparing students 

for missionary life for the Presbyterian Church.  

        This letter, written in his early Missouri pioneer days to a friend in Maine, showôs Parkôs religiosity ï 

and that of his wife, who may have been a Quaker. At the start of the Gold Rush, Park declares his 

conviction that the country was headed down a dangerous path of immorality and disunion. 

        ñDear Friend, 

               é do the old Hills look natural? Do you love those cold bleak hills, those clear, gushing streams, 

those green pastures, lovely cottages and tall church spires better than our mighty Western rivers, our 

vast prairies and fertile plains? But you will say home sweet home. Ah yes, what a circle of 

endearments! There can be no dearer spot than the one that gave us birth. 

             é I will give you a slight sketch of times and things in this far off land. We have made a great many 

improvements the last year and several brick buildings will go up this year. But a great many has caught 

the Gold fever and two companies of 24 each will start for California on the first of May é The 

excitement is great. The companies meet every week and discuss matters, an animated discussion 

took place the other day on the size of the Kegs each one should have made to bring home their gold 

in. Whether they should hold 50,000 or 100,000 Dollars worth, the 100,000 carried. I have not caught 

the fever and Eliza [his wife] says she does not want so much gold. It was quite healthy here last 

summer but we expect the Cholera soon on the boats. It has been a dry cold winter. The rive has been 

froze and the snow has laid on the ground all winter. The river has risen now 5 ft but the ice still holds. 

               Some talk of a dissolution of the Union but I hope there is moderate men enough North and South 

to save the Union é The Methodist have preaching twice a month. The old Methodist church have 

established a circuit and preach once in two months some places. They suffer much persecution & are 

driven off. The people call them abolitionistsé 



               We have got a brick schoolhouse built 20 by 30 on top of the hill in front of the graveyard and last 

though not least a division of the sons of temperance with 40 members and prospering. We are getting 

up a library for the Sons. We have foes on every hand but our division stand up manfully. We are going 

to petition the county court to grant no more [liquor] licences so you see the war has fairly begun. And 

the Gamblers collect in the grocery to organize and the sons in the division room. 

              But sir I tremble at the prospect of our country. Every thing seems unsettled ï people moving to 

and for, Gambling, drinking, Idleness, Ignorance, the evils of Slavery, negroes prowling about to pillage 

& burn, no Sunday schools, a want of moral & religious. If the sons of temperance fail I shall be 

discouraged, and try and sell out and go over and live among the peaceful Quakers over in Illinois. 

Eliza says she would like to have our little Quaker brought up over there. But before we give up the 

foes of temperance will have a hard struggle. 

              I hope you will sympathize with us and pray for us. If you can send us once in a while a paper to 

cheer us on we shall be thankfulé may God richly reward you in all your Pious labors and when you 

have finished your labors in this world receive you to the other mansions of Eternal rest éô 

$ 300.00 



 

Prince Napoleon in Civil War Boston, five months after Fort Sumter 

19. (Prince Napoleon Joseph Charles Paul Bonaparte) Pair of Printed Ephemeral Items Relating to the 

Visit of Prince Napoleon to Boston, September 1861  

      Order of Exercises at the Musical Festival In Honor of Prince Napoleon and Princess Clothilde, 

at The Music Hall, on Wednesday, September 25 th, 1861, Commencing at 5 oôclock P.M. 

      [Boston: J.E. Farwell & Co., printers [1861] octavo, 3, [1] pp., printed program. With unused ticket of 

admission to the Festival, measuring 3 ¾ x 5 inches, rare ephemeral items. 

 

 

      The American visit of Emperor Napoleon IIôs cousin, Prince Napoleon (nick named Plon Plon), five 

months after the start of the Civil War, was ostensibly unofficial. But after a disastrous White House 

meeting with President Lincoln (whom the Prince thought stupid and graceless), Napoleon crossed the 

Confederate lines to the Virginia headquarters of rebel General G. T. Beauregard, whose cosmopolitan 

manners were more to his taste. Traveling back to the north before his departure, the Princeôs 

Confederate sympathies were only thinly disguised, though not as manifest as a spurious letter 


