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Seeking African American Votes in the Aftermath of the Memphis Massacre 

 1. (African Americans ï Reconstruction) [McDonough, H.] The Negro Traderôs Candidate! ï Shall 

Beaumontôs Pet Brother A. P. Curry, Be Foisted on the Colored Men For Sheriff? é 

     [N.p., n.d., Memphis, Tennessee, circa 1868] broadside, measuring 10 ¼ x 8 ¼ inches, formerly folded, 

light creasing, some light dust soiling and staining, pencilled figures on verso, else in very good condition. 

     Apparently unrecorded, not listed in OCLC. 

 

    A campaign broadside in support of the candidacy of H. McDonough for Shelby County Sheriff circa 

1868. His opponent Alexander P. Curry, a protégé of Samuel B. Beaumont, then Chief of the Memphis 

Police Department, went on to win this election. Tennessee was the first southern state to ratify the 

Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, in early April 1865. It also became the first former 

Confederate state to ratify the Fourteenth Amendment in 1866, and shortly thereafter it became the first 

former Confederate state to return to the Union. African-American men gained the right to vote in 1867, 

two full years before Congress passed the Fifteenth Amendment.  



 

     The election was held in the aftermath of one of the worst incidents of racial violence in the 19th century 

ï the Memphis Massacre of 1866. The massacre occurred from May 1 through May 3, 1866, it left forty-

six African Americans and two white killed, and another 285 victimized in some way, including more than 

seventy persons wounded (most of whom were black, and several black women raped. In addition, 

officials reported a hundred or more robberies of blacks, the burning of African-American churches, 

schools, and homes, and damage to private and government property.  

 

    Contemporaries and historians alike have attributed blame and have listed various immediate and long-

term causes for the three-day riot.  

  

     The riotôs root cause was a bitter long-standing antipathy between Memphisôs blacks and lower-class 

whites. The Union army had taken the city early in the war, in 1862, and as a result many former slaves 

fled their owners from the surrounding countryside and settled in shanty-towns near Fort Pickering in 

South Memphis. The black population quadrupled during the war. This population influx had the effect 

of greatly aggravating racial animosity, because the newly arrived blacks began to compete with the 

lower-class whites for jobs.  

     The Memphis police ï who were all white, and nearly all of whom were Irish immigrants, were notoriously 

unprofessional ï especially detested the freed people and regularly abused them. The police were 

unchecked by local civil officials who were themselves mostly Irish and contemptuous of the freedmen.  

      There were three regiments of black troops stationed at Fort Pickering located on the banks of the 

Mississippi, the 59th and 61st Colored Infantry and the Third Heavy Artillery. These troops were mustered 

out just before the riot and were resented and reviled by the white pro-secessionist residents of 

Memphis.  

     The flames overheating this cauldron of resentment were fanned by the Memphis Press, especially the 

Avalanche and the Daily Argus, the articles of the Avalanche, (mentioned in the broadside) were 

particularly incendiary. The articles in these newspapers ranted against the African-American 

population, ñradicals,ò northern or ñimported people,ò and stirred up passions and prejudices of the lower 

classes against blacks and yankees. The editor of the Avalanche, Matthew Galloway, took part in the 

riot and actually led the mob at one point. In fact, the mayor, the attorney general, and a constable were 

active in leading mobs when the riot began. 

     The Memphis riot coincided with the beginning of a campaign on the part of the white elite to regain 

economic, social, and political control of their city which culminated in success in 1879. The white elite 

was able to exploit class divisions within the black community to prevent blacks from participating in 

politics while at the same time wresting political power away from the middle class ï both Irish and native 

born ï which controlled politics and government during the Civil War and Reconstruction. 

      The riot accomplished several of the goals sought after by the Memphis elite. First, it succeeded in 

frightening many blacks into flight or into signing Freedmenôs Bureau contracts to work in the surrounding 

countryside, thus easing the social and economic pressure on Memphis.  

      Although the rioters were never prosecuted, the elite did succeed in blaming the Irish for the riot and 

disorder in the city. The riot was used as an argument for the reform and professionalization of the police 

force. Within a month the Metropolitan Police Bill went into effect. This bill established a board of Police 

Commissioners which would be controlled by the state legislature. The recruits for the force were to be 

citizens, have no criminal record, and be able to read and write; they were to be subjected to a period 

of training and required to wear a uniform rather than the simple star which had been used before. 



Benjamin G. Garrett, the Memphis police chief at the time of the riot, was replaced and Samuel B. 

Beaumont was police chief at the time this broadside was printed.  

     The reforms instituted were clearly not working for African-Americans, hence the campaign of H. 

McDonough for sheriff and the present broadside. The riot and its aftermath discredited President 

Andrew Johnsonôs policies and demonstrated as one newspaper wrote: ñéthe demoniac spirit of the 

southern whites toward the freedmenéò       

     The text of the broadside touches on many aspects of life in the Reconstruction era South faced by 

African Americans, racial violence, voter intimidation and repression, arbitrary arrest, incarceration for 

profit, et cetera. Many of which are posed as questions by McDonough to African Americans: 

   ñWhy do colored men hate S. B. Beaumont? Because he gives them no rights.  

   ñWho arrests negro draymen and mechanics as vagrants, sends them in handcuffs, like Stateôs prison 

convicts to the country, and hires them out at ten dollars a head? Ask the Bogus Radical, S. B. 

Beaumont.  

   ñWho pockets the blood-money thus obtained? Ask S. B. Beaumont.ò 

    ñWho paid $ 50 to hush the matter up from being inquired into by the Freedmenôs Bureau? Ask S. B. 

Beaumont.ò 

   ñWho stopped colored men from coming to the polls to vote for Mayor?  Ask Beaumontôs Police.ò 

    ñWho pounded colored men on the heads at the city lines and forced them to return on election day? Ask 

Beaumontôs Police.ò 

     ñWho branded the backs of colored men on election day like so many cattle? Ask Beaumontôs Policeò 

    ñWho defeated McLean for Wharfmaster? Ask S. B. Beaumont.ò  

    ñWho accuses honest colored men of being thieves and sends them in handcuffs to the station house, 

without any charges being made? Wonôt Sam Ireland say Beaumont?ò 

     ñWho was voted down in caucus by over seventy majority, and afterwards, contrary to colored menôs 

wishes, imposed upon them as a delegate of the Seventh Ward? Ask S. B. Beaumont.ò 

     ñWhat more proof that Beaumont is no friend of colored Republicans? ï The Avalanche is his friend.ò  

     ñWho claimed the right to dictate terms to delegates that he must control the appointment of Sheriff? 

Wonôt Garrettôs friends say S. B. Beaumont?ò 

    ñWho claimed on the streets that he could and would elect A, P. Curry for Sheriff? Ask S.B. Beaumont.ò 

     ñWho procured the nomination of A. P. Curry by fraud and corruption? Ask S. B. Beaumont.ò 

     ñWho claims to be the personal friend of S. B. Beaumont? Ask A. P. Curry.ò 

     ñWho is Beaumontôs right-hand bower and pet candidate? Ask A. P. Curry.ò 

    ñWho are the backers of A. P. Curry now? Ask Beaumont and his friends.ò 

    ñWhat colored men will vote for A. P. Curry? None but friends of S. B. Beaumont.ò 



     ñWhat do colored men do who vote for A. P. Curry? Endorse the acts of Beaumont.ò 

     ñWhat can be done to repudiate Beaumontò Defeat his pet, A. P. Curry.ò 

     ñHow can this best be done? By electing an anti-Beaumont Radical.ò 

     ñHow can such a Radical be elected? By the vote of all opposed to Beaumont.ò 

    ñWho can be trusted by the colored men for such a candidate? The colored manôs friend H. 

McDONOUGH.ò 

    ñCan the colored men elect him as an independent candidate? They can by going in with a will.ò 

    ñWill colored men join in electing H. McDONOUGH? All who do not love Beaumont will.ò 

 

     Unrecorded, not in OCLC.                                                                                                $ 3,750.00 
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Excellent Letter on Abolitionist Issues in 1838 NYS Election 

 

  2. (African Americans ï Abolition) Young, A. J., Autograph Letter Signed, Union College, Nov. 5 th, 

1838, to Isaac G. Duryee, Andover Theological Seminary, Andover, Massachusetts, on the 

Abolition Movement  

     quarto, 4 pages, formerly folded, else in very good, clean, and legible condition. 

 

     An excellent letter discussing the issues facing Abolitionists during the 1838 New York State 

gubernatorial election between William H. Seward and William L. Marcy, held from November 5-7, 1838.  

 

     The issues of slavery and abolition were among the chief topics of the campaigns. Abolitionists asked 

both candidates for their stands on the following issues: 1) "the right of blacks to a jury trial when seized 

as fugitive slaves; 2) a law freeing slaves-in-transit the moment they were brought into the state by their 

masters; and 3) equal suffrage for blacks." 

 

      Incumbent Democrat William Marcy and his running mate were described as doughfaces, not 

supporting the abolitionist proposals. During the campaign, Seward said that he did not support the latter 

two proposals, noting that a change to suffrage required a constitutional amendment to be changed. 



Thus, while abolitionists endorsed Luther Bradish, the Whig candidate for lieutenant governor, who 

supported all three, some activists recommended voting against Seward. 

 

     After winning election, Seward demonstrated considerable support for African Americans, signing 

legislation during his two terms to guarantee jury trials to alleged fugitive slaves, to repeal the nine-

month allowance for slaveholders bringing slaves into the state, to give state support to efforts to gain 

freedom for free blacks kidnapped and sold into slavery, and establish public education for all children. 

 

      ñDear Brother Duryee, 

 

          Agreeably with your request I have here with send you the 25 Addresses you desired ï You will 

doubtless perceive that the execution of them is not in all respects as ordered ï Why this is so I have 

enquired of Mr. Riggs, not having seen him since they were finished. I have left as you requested, the 

remaining 75, minus one for my own use, for the disposal of Mrs & Miss Groot ï I received in time your 

line, mailed at N. Hampton, & had as you will perceive the alterations made, except the capitals 

suggested at the end of the address; there being not type enough for the whole. 

  

          I know not what success the friends have in selling ï Our singing school bids fair for prosperity ï a 

good degree of interest felt generally ï No pains shall be spared on my part to benefit the people on that 

point. 

 

           But, dear brother, I have something more to say to you. Except by some special intervention of 

Providence, whose wisdom alone can overrule the weaknesses & imperfections of mind, the abolitionists 

in this section of country at least have or are about to place the suicidal knife to our cause ï This day 

they commence & the closing up of the third day of election will have accomplished the mergence of the 

cause for which so many of the dear friends of humanity have endured so much toil & persecution, into 

one of the political pro slavery parties of our Sate ï Yes, the abolitionists in this city and in Albany have 

sacrificed their boasted Anti Slavery principles & are now en masse going for a pro-slavery candidate 

for Governor. 

 

           Duryee, I stand here, ñsolitary & aloneò, without a sympathizing voice in city or college, to proclaim 

my consistent adherence  to those principles with which I commenced my abolition career & with which 

I shall close it ï Has it come to this, that the strong footing which the abolitionists have gained under the 

kicks & cuffs  of both political parties shall now be yielded & the whole be bartered away for the paltry 

consideration of a very doubtful expediency? ï Why the poisonous dose of Wm. H. Seward with a mere 

trifle of sweet mixed with it, proves a sufficient bait to lure our most wary abolitionists into the trap of 

political policy ï The Whigs having had the forecast to see that persecution would not whip us out of our 

principles into their ranks have actually, by the little pretended kindness they have shown us within a 

few months past won us over ï They have unwittingly, not intentionally chosen candidates for office 

some of which are a little less opposed to us than those of the other party & here is the bait ï ñWe will 

go for one set of pro -slavery men because a little less hostile to us than the otherò 

    

          Now this compromise with sin I cannot away with ï This rash thrusting of the hand into futurity, 

grasping at some seeming good, will if persevered in, inevitably unhinge the whole system of abolition. 

The predictions of both political parties are now most amply fulfilled. The avowals of adherence to our 

principles have now been tested, & they have failed. Hence, hereafter the party that nominates 

candidates for office the least opposed to us, no matter how much that is, obtains our votes. ï 

 



         Now, unless there is a redeeming influence in other parts of the state, of which I seriously stand in 

doubt, the abolitionists have put themselves into the extended arms of the Whig party, which will not 

only hug them with an unyielding embrace, but will draw out their very life & soul of abolition ï it is evident 

the very moment we swerve in the least from our principles & form an alliance with either political party, 

unless they ñgo our entire loadò in electing anti slavery men, that moment we are annihilated ï We must 

stand aloof from either, except so far as they are directly in favor of our cause, or we are gone & all our 

labor lost.  

      

         In expostulating with Fisher the other day relative to his inconsistency in sacrificing his principles in 

voting for a pro-slavery man, he denied that it was a sacrifice of principle in voting for the least hostile of 

two enemies of abolition. Thus; voting for Seward, Marcy being an abolitionist, would be a sacrifice of 

anti-slavery principles, but Seward remaining unchanged, & Marcy being what he is, it is no sacrifice at 

all. This is the strongest and most logical of the fallacious arguments I have had to contend with since 

the candidates have replied to our questions. The fact is, our friends will find that they have ñsold 

themselves & their cause for noughtò ï I have scarcely been able to appear in the streets for several 

days past without encountering a score or less whigs; yes, many who six & not even three months ago 

would have prostrated the abolition cause if they could, are now shedding their ñcrocodile tearsò over 

the impending ruin which I & such as go with me, in other parts of the state, are about to inflict upon it 

the abolition cause Their sincer[ity] however, I think, is rather to be tested by what they have done than 

by what they now express. The Young Menôs A. S.S. at Albany have issued circulars requesting votes 

for Seward; several of which were sent to this place. I replied in as strong terms as I could to one sent 

to me; though it would do no good yet I determined they should not thus insult me with impunity ï Yet, 

Duryee, we must treat kindly those who differ with us on this point ï They doubtless act conscientious, 

but they are duped; we may reclaim them ï I hope so at least ï Our cause is in the hands of One who 

will carry it on in spite of human weakness ï I discover more than ever the need of prayer for wisdom to 

direct; for God to control the minds of men & overrule their errors for the ultimate good of the cause ï 

    

         But I must stop; - It has truly given me satisfaction to communicate my views to one who I am confident 

will sympathize with me ï I have none here, Emperor Wright & all have gone ï The doctrine ñof two evils 

choose the least,ò not a bible doctrine by any means, has carried them all away.  

          

         What the abolitionists at the west will do I cannot tell, but I fear ï the mere matter of voting for Seward 

is not so much, but that any should prove recreant to our principles pains me ï I had rather they had all 

come out directly & first renounced all pretentions to abolitionism; then our cause would have remained 

unsullied. But now what are we ï I am ashamed if they are to be called abolitionists, to be recognized 

as one ï But it is all for the best, doubtless; perhaps, after being sifted, we shall have occasion to rejoice 

in the event. I have long thought we needed a sifting of some kind. You know in Temperance, the first 

step, discarding only Ardent Spts. Multitudes were willing to follow; but the next step, many drew back. 

I the cases somewhat analogous, & perhaps we may profit by a reference to them. .. The town abolition 

Soc. Had a meeting on Saturday night to exchange views on the subject of voting ï but the views are 

all on one side ï I do not see, therefore, the need of it. It is rather amusing after all to hear them argue. 

ñWhyò, say they to me, ñif Marcy should be elected through your withholding your vote for Seward the 

cause would be immensely retarded if not completely upsetò ï Yes ñV. Buren will then be reelected 

President & our cause will go to ruinò ï The poor dupes donôt consider how we have actually prospered 

under our present circumstances, against all opposition. ï I hear the most heart rending stories from 

Oneida & Oswego ï Why Gerrit Smith it is said by even an abolitionist from that quarter, will doubtless 

be a candidate for the lunatic asylum within 12 months. He will not even use Alabama sugar or molasses 

in his tea!!! é ñ  

          $ 450.00 



 

1854 Anti-Slavery resolutions by a ñviolent abolitionistò in the New Hampshire Legislature 

 3. (Anti-Slavery) Tappan, Mason W., Printed report of љThe Select Committee to whom were referred 

certain óResolvesô of the State of Maine órelating to Slaveryô have instructed me to report the 

accompanying Preamble and Resolutionsò.   

     [N.P. Concord: June 1855] octavo, 5, [1], pp., removed from pamphlet volume, slight foxing, separation 

at upper spine of last leaf, vertical fold, otherwise very good. Like most state legislative documents of 

the antebellum period, rare as a separate imprint. 

 
     Tappan was a prominent New Hampshire lawyer whose first foray into politics saw him elected to the 

New Hampshire Legislature in 1853 as a ñFree Soilerò. In 1854, when abolitionists stage a riot at the 

Boston Court House in an vain attempt to free Black fugitive slave Anthony Burns to prevent his being 

returned to slavery in Virginia, Tappan was quoted as saying that, if Burns were not released, he hoped 

the mob would tear down the Court House and shoot every Government officer who interfered with them 

-  and that he was more than willing to join them.  One unfriendly newspaper described him as a ñviolent 

abolitionist.ò 



The following year, while Tappan was running successfully for the US Congress, he headed the state 

legislative committee which produced this report, proposing a series of unabashed anti-slavery 

resolutions demanding that ñno more Slave States or Territory shall ever be added to this Unionò, that 

slavery should be abolished in the nationôs Capital, and that the Fugitive Slave bill should be 

unconditionally repealed. 

Tappan won his congressional race as a Free-Soil candidate and served in the House of 

Representatives until the start of the Civil War, when he was one of the first to enlist in the Army, 

briefly becoming Colonel of a New Hampshire regiment.                                                   $ 150.00 

 

 

1851 Decline and Fall of a famous American Political and Literary Magazine 

        4. (Books- Periodicals) American Review Office, 120 Nassau Street, New York, ñTO OUR 

SUBSCRIBERSò, from ñThe Proprietorsò, American Review Office, New York, Dec. 1, 1851. 

            Quarto, printed circular, 2 pages, includes a page of favorable reviews of the magazine by 

newspapers across the country. Sent to Rev. H. Lyman, Watertown, Mass., formerly folded, in very 

good, clean condition. 



            "The present number will conclude the 14th volume of the American Reviewéa word of explanation 

to our friendséThe conductors of the Review at the beginning of the present year, differed as to 

the propriety of a certain manner and tone, and the introduction of certain ideas into it, discussions 

more especially in reference to the foreign policy of the Government. Not being able in time to 

reconcile these differences, the party who introduce them resigned his position and it will 

accordingly be perceived by an examination of the numbers since April last that the old and 

standard ideas of the party, those on which the Review had heretofore obtained its wide celebrity 

and circulation, have been resumed...principles of a sound Nationality which in accordance with 

the Whig interpretation of Constitutional Republicanisméon the eve of a contest that is to establish 

our present calm and prosperous condition, or throw us again into the political Maelstrom of quack 

democracy, where the nation has so often been made the victim of theories, generally adopted 

from foreign politicians or economists, who areé disinterested in the feeding of our Democracyé" 

             Continues with a plea for financial support from its 5000 subscribers. 

              Just as the Whig Party was to dissolve during the coming presidential election year, so did the 

Whig Review disappear after its seven years of distinguished existence, its fame being more literary 

than political, having had the distinction of publishing the first printing of Edgar Allan Poe's "The 

Raven." 

            This rare imprint was apparently unknown to the several historians who have published essays 

about the rise and fall of the Review. Or perhaps they avoided citing the imprint because its 

verbiage is so ambiguous. What was the foreign policy disagreement that caused a shake-up of 

the editorial staff? Was it the possibility, which the Review seemed to encourage, of American 

conflict with Great Britain? Or Whig Secretary of State Daniel Webster's divergence from traditional 

non-intervention in European affairs by support of Hungarian revolutionary Lajos Kossuth? Or 

perhaps the editorial explanation was really a smoke-screen to hide violent disagreement about 

the hot issue of slavery. 

              In any case, the imprint is very scarce; WorldCat locates only two institutional holdings, though 

one of these seems to be inexplicably confused with an Abolitionist imprint of seven years later. 

$ 125.00 

 

 



 

 

  5. (Civil War) Parker, Ely Samuel (1828-1895) Typescript Draft of General Ely Samuel Parkerôs 

Narrative , of the Surrender at Appomattox, Signed by Parker, and Dated New York, March 1894  

      folio, 14 typescript ï carbon pages, on rectos only, lacking the text of page one of Parkerôs account, 

accounting for 19 lines of text in the printed version, supplied here in facsimile, the last page is signed 

and dated by Parker.  

           Typescript Draft of General Ely Samuel Parkerôs narrative of Leeôs surrender at Appomattox Court 

House, written by Grantôs military secretary who wrote out the official copy of the terms of surrender. 

Signed and dated by Parker in March 1894. The papers offered here contain the text of Parkerôs narrative 

describing the events of April 6 ï 9th, 1865, the communications between Grant and Lee and the meeting 

between the two generals at the home of Mr. McLean and the discussion which led to the production of 

the document called ñThe Terms of Leeôs Surrender,ò which ended the war, and which Parker himself 

copied in his own hand.  There are also typescript copies of the correspondence between Grant and 

Lee arranging the meetings which led to the culminating event of, and the end of, the Civil War.  



           The narrativeôs only printed appearance was in a Souvenir of the dinner, given at the Waldorf, on 

April 27th, 1893, commemorating the birth of General Grant., printed in New York in 1893. OCLC locates 

three copies of this souvenir: University Club Library, U. S. Military Academy, West Point, and Princeton. 

OCLC locates in addition, the copy of Charles H. T. Collis, the banquetôs chairman, at George 

Washington University, specially bound, and containing additional mss material.  

         We have not located any other draft of Parkerôs narrative in the online finding aids of institutional 

repositories of his papers, i.e. American Philosophical Society, the Newberry, et cetera. 

          Ely Samuel Parker was born on the Tonawanda Reservation in New York State, the son of Seneca 

chief William Parker and Elizabeth Johnson. One of only a few formally educated Tonawanda Senecas, 

Parker served as an interpreter and tribal representative from age fourteen. He entered Cayuga Academy 

at Aurora, New York, in October 1845, to prepare for college; he left early in 1846 to accompany tribal 

leaders to Washington, D.C., for meetings with the president and other officials, one of many such trips 

he made on the tribeôs behalf during a lengthy but ultimately successful fight to retain their reservation. 

          Parker read the law but was prevented from practicing because, as an Indian, he was not recognized 

as a citizen of the United States. In 1849 he tried civil engineering. He was successful at this and was 

appointed first assistant engineer by the New York State Canal Board in 1851 shortly after the Iroquois 

Confederacy had installed him as a grand sachem of the Six Nations. By 1857 he was employed by the 

U.S. Treasury Department as a supervisor of construction of federal buildings in the Midwest where, in 

1860, he met and became friends with Ulysses S. Grant. He lost his job to a political appointee in 1861 and 

returned to New York. 

           Despite Parkerôs experience as an officer in the New York militia, his attempts to obtain a commission 

in the Union army during the early part of the Civil War were thwarted by racial prejudice and his noncitizen 

status. Finally in 1863 he was commissioned as a captain and sent to Vicksburg, Mississippi. There he 

soon was assigned to the personal staff of General U.S. Grant. As military secretary, he witnessed Robert 

E. Leeôs surrender at Appomattox Court House and wrote out the official copy of the terms of surrender.  

           In 1867 Parker married an eighteen-year-old white woman, Minnie Orton Sackett; their only child 

was born in 1878. 

           While on Grantôs staff Parker became involved in Indian affairs at the national level, serving on two 

Indian commissions and helping to negotiate treaties with several tribes. As president, Grant chose Parker 

to head the Office of Indian Affairs, thus making him the first Native American commissioner. In April 1869 

Parker resigned his commission as brigadier general, U. S. Army, to assume his new position. Although he 

served ably as commissioner, successfully implementing Grantôs Peace Policy, he was charged with 

defrauding the government in his purchase of Indian supplies. A congressional investigation cleared his 

name, but the criticism and challenge to his integrity deeply offended him. He resigned as commissioner 

effective 1 August 1871. 

            Thereafter Parker enjoyed some success in the business world until bad investments and his 

insistence on making good the defaulted bond of an embezzler cost him most of his fortune. In 1876 he 

went to work for the Police Board of Commissioners in New York City, a job he held until his death in 

Fairfield, Connecticut. 

           Parker apparently was subject to occasional drinking bouts, but they were not a significant factor in 

either his personal or professional life. A learned gentleman and a man of honor, Parker braved racial 

prejudice to achieve success in white society. ï American National Biography, vol. 17, pp. 18-19. 



$ 7,500.00 

 

 

Aftermath of Gettysburg 

  6. (Civil War) Collection of Letters to Helen Shields, later Helen Beebe of Troy, Bradford County, 

Pennsylvania, including letters from her fiancé and husband, B. F. Beebe, and brother John, 

both serving in the Union Army, featuring letters describing the aftermath of th e Invasion of 

Pennsylvania and the Battle of Gettysburg, 1860 -1864 

18 Letters, 65 manuscript pages, plus several retained, mailing envelopes, the letters are in generally 

good clean and legible condition. 

Group of letters to Helen Shields of Troy, Bradford County, in western Pennsylvania. The family 

appears to have originally lived in western New York State. The letters include correspondence from 

her male family members who were on active duty in the Union Army during the Civil War. These letters 

begin in 1862, with a series from her brother John while he was a paroled Confederate prisoner in 

Camp Douglas, Chicago, Illinois. He and his unit were captured by the Confederacy under Stonewall 

Jackson at the Battle of Harpers Ferry and sent North under an agreement that they would be held 

temporarily while former prisoner exchanges were worked out. John was serving with a New York 

Regiment, likely the 126th New York. He describes the poor conditions he and his men faced while at 



Camp Douglas. John was eventually paroled and went on to serve in Virginia and fought, and was 

wounded, at Gettysburg.  

    The collection also includes a very interesting and detailed group of letters from Helenôs husband, B. 

F. Beebe, a businessman from Troy, Pennsylvania. Beebe, in these detailed letters, written between 

July 9 -14, 1863, describes the movements of his unit during and immediately after the invasion of 

Pennsylvania and the Battle of Gettysburg.  Beebe describes his unitôs advance to, and retreat from 

Gettysburg, guard duty at Fort Couch, march to Chambersburg and Greencastle, etc. He includes many 

eyewitness accounts of incidents and events in and around Gettysburg during these critical days of the 

Civil War. 

Sample Quotes:  

ñHarpers Ferry Sep 1st ó62 

      Dear Mother & the rest ï  

         The time goes fast here & another week finds us as usual. There is not enough variety in camp life to 

make an interesting letter I find it much like school life in this respect, one days is almost a perfect copy 

of another, we are called for drill, drill an hour & a half & then we lay around till 4 p.m. when we drill two 

hours & then dress parade, at 9 all lights must be extinguished & talking in quarters cease. There are 

extra duties every day, bringing water, keeping the street clean &c. I have just returned from bathing & 

washing my shirt in the Shenandoah. I picked up two or three small shells in the bed of the river & a 

piece of glass in the old armory which I will enclose. Our hardest dayôs work was yesterday out on the 

parade ground for inspection from 8 till 12 in the p.m. we were called together for church but the chaplain 

did not have time to preach a sermon. In the evening we had a prayer meeting in three tents & they were 

crowded. I havenôt been in church since I heard Elder Sheardown. We had forty rounds of cartridges 

given to us last night. But I think it will be some months before we have any use for them. Our 2d Lieut 

has gone to Washington today with two or three prisoners, all that have been taken, a few contrabands 

have come in. It is now thundering at a loud rate, we shall probably have a real Virginia thunder storm. 

é The 126th (Geneva) Reg came here last week, is encamped about a mile from here, in plain sight. 

The 22d left for home last night, they were three months men. The 12th expect to leave soon é How is 

Helen and the baby é ñYours for the warò ï Johnò  

                                   ñCamp Douglass, Chicago Sep. 28/62 

     Dear Friends, 

           After various tribulations & trials, I have the pleasure to report myself from the depths of Camp 

Douglass. Howe got here & the incidents of travel might furnish matter for quite a volume & I suppose 

you know that we passed right through your state. We left Annapolis Wednesday morning taking a 

steamer for Baltimore. We almost tipped the boat over once or twice we were so crowded. We left 

Baltimore the same night on the Northern Central R. R. passed by Harrisburg the next morning but not 

near enough to see anything of the place. I was in hopes that we would pass through Troy. If we had I 

should have got left certain for a few days but it was not so decreed. We soon found out how to tell the 

difference between a loyal & disloyal state. We passed through the whole state of Maryland & I never 

heard of a manôs getting anything to eat outside of the city of Frederick without paying the highest price 

for it. After we got into Penn. We had all that we could wish, & the best the land afforded & ñnothing to 

payò at Altoona we was sick & we got off & stayed all night a lady took us home gave us a good bed & 

our breakfast - & said  it was no more than her duty, she had a son wounded at Antietam, but not 

dangerously, next morning we got on to another train went as far as Pittsburgh then we laid over till the 



next day & then came on, got here last night about 9 oclock as we were behind our reg we camped 

under a tree about an hour after it commenced to rain, we got up & skedaddled after walking an hour 

we or so we found a barn & camped on the bare floor, glad of any place to escape the rain. In the 

morning the proprietor invited us in to breakfast & a good one too & then we started for camp after 

various wanderings we found our co & reg. There are so many barracks built here that it is hard to find 

where one does belong, the ground is very low & the rain of last night has left numerous ponds. The 

whole ground is about dirty as they can well be. If we are to stay here long I hope it will pure up, or I 

think there will be much sickness. If U S isnôt a nice old man , & a good uncle Iôd like to find one to give 

us such long rides ñfree gratis for nothingò here we left home five weeks ago & have passed through 

New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, into Virginia, were taken prisoners, & then sent through Maryland 

again, through Penn. Ohio & Indianna into Illinois é we crossed several prairies & saw a good deal of 

land &c. At Annapolis I received the 1st letters that I had since leaving home, except one you wrote ï 

They did me more good that all the State of N.Y. would have done ï I have received only that one from 

Troyé How does the Proclamation take there? I havenôt felt so hopeful since the war began ï I believe 

now it will end soon & then knock Salt Lake City to pieces & when slavery & Poligany are done away 

with we may expect to prosper é The boys have made rather a profane parody on Old John Brown - 

éJohnò  

                ñCamp Douglas Oct. 9th 62[Chicago] 

      Dear Friends, 

           I should have written earlier in the week but have been down to the city twice & have had to work in 

the cook house & Twining has been here & so I had to visit with him & hear the home news. He bought 

a substitute & took Edgar home with him, they left yesterday; But oh dear! What a life this is, nothing to 

do only eat, fight ï rats, lice & mud. An what is to become of us? No one can tell & I believe fighting 

Indians would be preferable to this life, we donôt drill. When it is dry enough we play ball &c I recôd a 

letter from Sarah yesterday é she said you would return to Troy soon; I got your letter to the Col. Lieut. 

Col or Maj, but as I had written a few days before. I thought you would know of my whereabouts. I have 

found the artist he is commissary seargent, he has some sketches of the Ferry & vicinity & as soon as 

gets time to finish them up I shall send you one, they will be small, but he says you enlarge it to suit your 

taste. In the mean time I have one taken by an artist of Chicago which you may consider though it 

represents a part of the creation I think he might have selected a better looking specimen. é I should 

like to have you send the Auburn Journal papers cost us 5 cts a piece here. I have received no Auburn 

paper from home, though sometimes I get them from the Capt. I see the ñWorldò is down on the 

Proclamation ï How does it take in Penn? One of the Philadelphia papers thinks the ñarmies are 

marshalled for the last timeò I hope so if we whip. Drafting commences in N. Y. tomorrow. Our town is 

about 30 behind . I hope some of the secesh sympathizers will be drafted & have to enter the field the 

next day. It would only serve them right. Our old Coil. Is not here yet, we donôt care how long he is 

coming. We havenôt heard yet whether the Lieut. Col. Is dead or not, he was very low when we left the 

Ferry & has been reported dead. é John éò  

     ñCamp Douglas Oct  24/62 

      Dear Mother, 

          é Things with us are much the same, only we drill now & do our own guard duty as our officers tell 

us that the parole did not forbid it, I suppose it is all right though I ñhave my doubts.ò é It is very sickly, 

the men that are not in the hospital are mostly half sick with colds. I have had a slight cough but otherwise 

am as well as usual. Iôm sure I have a great deal to be thankful for, not having had a sick day since our 



leaving home. One of our co. was taken suddenly at supper time last night & before morning was a 

corpse. His groans were painful to hear & still worse were mingled with many oaths. He little thought 

that in a few hours he would meet that God whose name he profaned. It donôt seem to have the least 

effect on the men, though they have not played cards any today. It will be sad news for his wife, but only 

such as thousands have had to bear. Eight of our reg have died here  - & others are very sick. Milt 

Hamblin has been in the hospital about two weeks but is very comfortable now, only weak. The rest of 

the boys are well. é Johnò  

     ñCamp Douglass Nov 18th/62 

      Dear Friends, 

            é When you receive this you may continue writing here for the next three years for all I know to the 

contrary. I see by the Chicago papers that there has been a general exchange of prisoners & all 

exchanged except those taken at Harperôs Ferry. Have you seen anything of it in the N. Y. papers? If 

that is so, I suppose there is no prospect of our being exchanged for three or four months, if the rebs 

will exchange for us at all & I am confident that we have broken our parole, & that the rebs know it.  I 

may be mistaken but that is the opinion generally of the soldiers, we have drilled & done guard duty for 

four or five weeks & I donôt believe we had a right to do anything of the kind. I think Old Tyler is mean 

enough to do anything with us. Yesterday an order was issued to take men enough from each of the five 

regs here to make two Companies from each & form a Reg. & practice regimental drill. We canôt imagine 

what this is for, it may be nothing but to get up something new but a good many think that they intend to 

break us up & distribute us in that manner, & shove us into the field with out exchanging us. I hardly 

think it is so, & sincerely hope not. I hardly think the war department would sanction such proceedings. 

We hear as many rumors about going to our own state as ever ï but nothing reliable. If that is true that 

is published about the exchange.  ï I think we will be sent home but I donôt believe anything I hear & can 

hardly believe what I see -  I think that if they try to put us into the field without exchanging us ï that they 

can count me out ï Iôm glad, that at last the ñNapolienò is out. I think the cognomen of Fabius would be 

far more appropriate. I believe Burnside is the man, though he may not handle so large an army with the 

skill & success that he has shown in the management of his part of the army at all times. Affairs in camp 

are about as usual, a little more mud than usual I wish you would send me a N.Y. city paper occasionally 

we donôt get them here & the folks at home send local papers é Johnò  

     [Partial letter from Camp Douglass, 1862] 

     ñé I was glad to hear so good acct of Warren & very glad to receive those papers. He donôt write any 

more than the reality about Miles Many of the boys threw away their revolvers. I got mine all apart & 

raised it to throw it into the bushes when I thought Iôd try to keep it anyway, so I gave the barrel to Mc 

put the rest into my haversack & covered it up with my rations & as we were not searched brought it 

through all right. I can not tell what is to be done with our reg we hear so many reports that we do not 

know what to believe. I think the idea of fighting Indians is about exploded at least we havenôt heard 

anything about it lately. Our camp is only a few rods from the lake but it is all docked so that there is no 

shore. Camp is about 3 miles from the central or business part of the city, street cars run all the time, 

we can ride the length of the road for 3 cts é I should like to get a drawing of Camp Douglas just after 

a shower it would be easy work for an artist ï several long rows of shanties in a large mud-puddle  - Iôd 

like to know what is to be done with us but canôt form any idea. Our officers do not know Genl. Tyler is 

in command of us é Johnò  

 



     ñCamp Near Falmouth VA. February 24, 1863 

      Dear ñGovò:  

                I have no excuse for my delay in writing to you except that I had nothing to say. é We rise at 

reveille, eat, smoke and worry the day through in the easiest way possible and retire to bed when we 

get ready. Each day is like the proceeding one and thus time rolls along until one almost wishes a fight 

or march to relieve the monotony. True this is varied occasionally by picketing along the river front of 

Fredericksburgh. By the way, do you realize how near the contending armies lie to each other. Our 

pickets are on one bank and theirs on the other. Any clear day their batteries can be plainly discerned 

and yet the men on the outposts are on friendly terms conversing and dealing with each other frequently. 

And can you realize that I, peaceable quiet boy, am one of the officers in command of those same 

pickets you read of in the papers?  It hardly seems real to me. You may perhaps think I have abundant 

material for my correspondents in the details of camp life &c &c or mayhap in uttering oracular opinions 

concerning the generals or the conduct of the war and laying down my plan for crushing the rebellion. 

But I long ago learned that my business here was simply to obey orders and I have no opinions of any 

of these subjects. Advancing, retreating or lying in camp equally please me feeling that I have no duty 

outside the limited sphere of Co. D.  

     Let traitors like to bark and bite 

     For corruption makes them so 

     Let politicians growl and fight 

     For ótis their nature too. 

     But loyal men will never let 

     Their angry passions rise 

      True patriots have no desire 

      To tear out Lincolnôs eyes. 

              There is no use in my attempting to tell you anything of army matters for you ñtake the papersò and 

there will see all about it in better language than I am capable of using. So Iôll confine myself to my tent 

in the balance of this epistle. 

             On my return (Dec. 20) the Col. Ordered an election for Capt. Gladding returned the same day and 

went to electioneering, trading promising &c &c but it was no go. The boys, except six, said that your 

humble friend should have the place. G ï submitted quietly, professing entire satisfaction, was taken 

sick sent in a resignation which he says was lost, sent another which was returned, the Col was about 

to have him dismissed or compel him to resign when he suddenly recovered and put himself on duty. 

My commission had not come and the colonel being in Harrisburgh went to see about it when lo and 

behold, there was opposition to my being comôd. But the Col. Fixed it all right and now I am Capt. ñdefacto 

as well as dejure.ò It cuts him up awfully but I canôt help it. God favoring me he will return home with no 

more bars than when he left. Marion Wells is 2d Lt. He was O Sergt. And a braver man does not sport 

a shoulder strap. My health is bully. Have gained Forty lbs since returning to the Co. Whiskey is scarce, 

tobacco high and butter sixty cts per lb. é My Com. Dates back to Nov. 29 making me third captain in 

the regt. Write soon a long letter and  



     How the subject, there may be gang 

     Let time & chance determine 

     Perhaps it may out a rang 

     Perhaps turn out a sermon but whichever it may be I shall be equally gratified to hear from you. My best 

respects to Mrs. B. you mother and sister and to the little B. 

     By the way my men are actually suffering for want of stockings. The govôt doesnôt furnish them and they 

have worn those last drawn entirely out. Canôt you stir up the Aid Society or somebody else and send 

them about forty pairs by express to Falmouth Va. Perhaps if you do it you had better direct to Capt. W. 

H. Carnochan 132d Regt P. V. Frenchôs Division Couchôs Corps near Falmouth Va éò 

    ñCamp Hays Centreville June 6th /63 

     Dear Brother, 

           I recd your great letter é am glad to know that you are enjoying your selves & prospering, we are 

having as good times & better than soldiers can expect. It may last all summer & may not but Iôve learned 

to let the things of tomorrow care for themselves& borrow no trouble, that is as much as can, you know 

one is not always master of his feelings & emotions, an occasional weak moment will overtake one when 

he despairs of everythingé That we shall ultimately triumph is a certainty, we are going slowly but surely 

& I hope as nation we shall learn not to put our trust in men, It is not McClellan, nor Burnside nor Hooker; 

we must learn to look to a Higher Power for victories. Too much dependency on man has been 

manifested all through this struggle as soon as one fails another must supersede him. If the Genlôs would 

only be in earnest I think we might look for more progress. But let it go as it will. All will be right at last. 

      June 9th  

       é It is not much warmer here now, than it used to be in ñAmericaò when I was blest with a residence 

in that country. I sup[pose it will be in July & August. Soldiering agrees with me as well as ever Weigh 

about 145 now which is enough for this season all that would be convenient to carry. We have moved 

our camp é and we have stockaded our tents I have built a bunk of poles & an old bed tick & have slept 

with my clothes off several nights. The health of the Reg. is very good & Centreville is a very healthy 

country we have about the same duty as last winter. I am in my tent two nights at a time - & the rest am 

out ï That is am on duty every third day, but the weather is so warm that it is not hard work ï 3 companies 

of our Reg. went on a scout & succeeded in capturing 3 rebs home on a furlough & for the purpose of 

getting horses for Stuart ï they belonged to the 4th Va cavalry ï a darkey betrayed them & led our folks 

to the place ï they were mad, one of them said he would give $ 500 to know who told us they were 

there, but they did not obtain the desirable information é Johnò [sic] 

     ñFort Couch July 9th, 1863 [Cumberland County, Pennsylvania] 

      Dear Helen, 

          I received your letter of the 5th inst. and hasten to reply. You may be sure that I am very well pleased 

with the missive as it was the first for two weeks and in that time I have been through scenes that I to 

say the least of it never had any conception of before men who have been through the Peninsular 

campaign say they did not have as hard times as we have had here but we are now doing guard & picket 

duty around this fort and do not have very hard times only in rainy weather which we have had plenty of 

lately but this morning the sun rose beautifully and it was a grand sight to standing on the hights here 



and see the river glancing the rays back over the mountains and vallies for miles as far as the eye can 

reach it is a good point here to see the country from é I wish you could go over the ground we marched 

on our retreat from Gettisburgh you would want to take it at more leisure than we did however and by 

daylight. é Tuesday & Wednesday we were out on picket on the road leading from Harrisburg to the 

valley and for those two days the roads were crowded with refugees returning to their homes they left 

when the Rebs were advancing; Horses, carriages of every description, mules women & children & 

everything that could walk or ride, such a caravan I never saw if the men had all stayed at home to 

defend their property the rebel forces would never come in fifty miles of this place such men hardly 

deserve any laws to protect them or soldiers to defend their property. [sic] 

          Everywhere we went a crowd of idlers stood by the roadside gawping at us and that too when the 

Rebils were within a mile of their homes carrying off everything they could find. They can have the 

property they ran away to save but I should rather have the pleasure of defending my own fireside than 

ingloriously flee and save life and limb. These lower counties are about as bad in patriotism as the States 

they border on a number of the people would refuse to let our boys come into their house when they 

had given out on the march and one night part of the Regt got separated from the rest and we offered 

25 $dollars to a man to guide us a short distance and he did not dare to do it such a set of poltroons can 

not be found in any other than border states.  

            I have just come in from drill am pretty tired Smith tries to drill us and makes a dunce of the thing 

and the boys all make sport of him say he drills according to Blackstone Humphrey donôt know or do 

anything hardly but make himself disagreeable last night he went around to the tents to make some of 

us take Lew Bassett into sleep with us. I told him to take him in himself as he want any better than the 

rest of us at home he is an ass in very sence of the word speaking from a military point of view I hope 

the thing will soon be out as it is getting unpleasant to deal with such people. The chance is we will be 

mustered out in a few days at least, as soon as the crossing of the Potomac by Lees army is settled. 

The battle of Gettysburgh was begun on the very ground where we turned back when we went out after 

the Cavelry. A fine stone cottage which at that time was filled with ladies who came out in their 

handkerchiefs to us as we passed  was used as a hospital by the Rebs and they refused to let the ladies 

leave but made them go down cellar and they actually stayed there until the blood stood four inches on 

the bottom of the cellar when they let them go upp stairs the Rebs would not let the women leave the 

house as they said it would keep our forces from firing on the town it must have been the most fearfull 

battle of the war. I want to go over their but I must get back as soon as I get out so as to tend to my 

business. Do you get anything from John since the battle. I donôt think he was in the fight, as Sergent 

Long sais French commands the 3 Div of the 2 Corps and I see he was sent to destroy the pontoon left 

by the enemy at Wms Port.  ,,,, B. F. Beebeò  

     ñFt. Couch July 10, 1863 

     Dear Helen, 

            é I have a plenty of time to write I did not have to drill this forenoon on some account or other. 

Everything is dull enough here nothing doing except drill guard duty &c we would get along swimmingly 

if it was not for one thing that is cooking the company has cook worth a snap that is no one that will do 

it. Buck is trying to cook now and such a cook he would turn the stomach of a hog almost I have been 

trying what he called soup dirt potluck and other ingredients to numerous to mention it was the nastiest 

taisting stuff I ever had in my mouth é if you have the chance send me a Towanda Paper if you can get 

hold of one we donôt get hold of much general news as we should like from Troy they say Nick Carnochan 

got drunk on receiving the news of the surrender of Vicksburgh he had much better have got sober as 

he has been drunk or acted so for the last two years. Warner is commanding the Paroll camp at 



Westchester in Chester so I hear Dr Bement came in yesterday he had been taken and parolled on our 

retreat and went back to Gettysburgh where he saw that battle he is going to remain until we are 

discharged he sais. He does not propose to follow the example of our ñhigh privatesò from Troy who 

were only too glad to get out on any excuse.  

     Sat July 11th 

          Well I did not finish this yesterday but will do it this morning. Last night was a great time in camp 

about 12 oôclock we were ordered to fall in without stryking any lights with arms and equipments and 

sure enough it did look like work for the pickets or some one else were firing about a mile in our advance 

so we fell in and stood under arms expecting another invasion of Pennsylvania for about a quarter of an 

hour, nothing turning up in that time we fell into bed again with cartridge boxes and bayonets on and lay 

there until morning when we found out some stragglers had been firing their guns for diversion. It 

afforded a good opportunity for some of the boys to get most consumedly frightened some who went o 

bed well were suddenly taken so ill they could not march out of the fort. This kind of sickness has got to 

be chronic with some of the boys. One man on the march to Gettysburgh was so unwell he gave me his 

cartrage box and belt to carry as he could not be of any use he was so unwell if we did meet the enemy, 

when we did meet the Rebs and begin our retreat he was the first one all the way back and came out 

as he expressed bully. But I must stop now for breakfast I am on guard to day for 24 hours 2 hours on 

and 4 off é Frankò  

     ñChambersburg Pa July 14th 1863 

     Dear Helen, 

          When I last wrote you we were at Fort Washington doing guard duty and as we supposed destined 

to stay there until the cruel emergency was over but in war as in other matters we cant calculate as 

Widow Bedott sais for on Saturday evening about ten oôclock the order came to me where I was on 

guard to come in immediately as we had orders to march and on arriving in camp found the cooks very 

busy boiling up two days rations and the rest of us had orders to lay down and get what rest  we could 

until ordered to march which order came about three in the morning when we marched to the cars and 

rode down the Cumberland Valley railroad as far as Shippensburgh é had to march to Chambersburg 

on foot about 12 miles. I had made myself sick the day before drinking too much water and the day was 

the hottest I ever saw and before I had marched six out of the twelve miles I was obliged to fall out. 

Previous to this two men had been sunstruck é I went into a house and asked for a cup of tea which 

the lady of the house very kindly furnished as well as related a great many incidents of the rebel raid in 

these parts.  Gen. Walker made her house his head quarters for a number of days and she made him 

furnish flour before she would cook for him if I had stayed here until morning it would have been a good 

thing but I did not like the idea of remaining behind and started on again and after dark overtook the 

regiment in this place but I was so exhausted when I got here that I threw myself down by the side of 

the rode and donôt think I could have staggered on a quarter of a mile farther if it would have saved me. 

As it was Mr Sayles found the Surgeon of the Regt who gave me a pill of Opium and a drink of villainous 

whiskey  and left me to shirk for myself. Mr. Sayles took me to a private house to stay overnight and 

sent McMurray to stay with me where we have both stayed until the present. The Regt left this morning 

I heard but they have given us no notice. The family we are staying with are very kind to us do everything 

possible to make us comfortable and I shall always owe them a debt of gratitude é All the way on the 

rode here we passed places where the Rebs had encamped and all along the road old clothes were 

strung along that they had cast off as they had stolen others I will send you a paper with the accounts 

of rebel doings in this place but not one tythe of all their robberies and doings which I could tell you were 

I at home which I expect to be in a few days God favour being granted. Mc has just come in with the 



news that the emergency is over General Lee having crossed the Potomac with the loss of most horses 

& trains and fifteen thousand men last night we heard the cannonading quite plain last night God grant 

it may be true if it is true Lea has lost full half the army be entered Pennsylvania with besides all the 

plunder Mrs Linconôs brother Major Todd came very near meeting an untimely end here a Lady by the 

name of Annie Richards daughter of an eminant physician in town went into her fatherôs cellar to find an 

axe for one of her neighbors and as she was coming out of the cellar the Major enerted it searching for 

provisions (as he was the man who the Confederates detailed for that duty as you will see by the paper 

I send) She asked him what he came after and he said to search the premises she told him if he came 

a step farther he would be a dead man at the same time drew the axe to strike he advanced amidst the 

shouts and laughter of his own men éò  

      ñCamp near Greencastle Friday July 17th 1863 

       Dear Helen, 

            é I left Chambersburgh the next morning after writing to you and by taking it easy arrived at this 

place in the evening 12 miles from Chambersburgh and have been around here since looking on é the 

Governor was here yesterday and told us we should go home soon and I hope we will for soldiering is 

not just the thing for a man who has business elsewhere. There were a large body of men here on 

Wednesday but they moved out yesterday to the other side of the town leaving us here with three other 

Regiments to act as corps of observation I guess. The Rebs have stole the country poor here. One 

farmer had five horses taken by them and in return two contrabands stole two horses from the Rebs and 

brought them to him and he nailed the contrabands into his cistern and hid the horses so that the Rebs 

lost more than they took. All yesterday afternoon we could here cannonading in the direction of 

Williamsport a severe fight must have been going on in that direction God grant we may have been 

victorious we hear of nothing now but success and think we shall not until the Rebs annihilated and 

rebellion done away with. Today the weather has been very bad, rain most all day and we have to sleep 

in shelter tents which are misnamed sadly as they do not afford shelter for anyone unless from the dew 

they are the same John spoke about he is out of the fight I heard the other day é I am glad we have 

heard of him at last if it is not so good as it could have been I thank God he is not killed for in such a 

fearful fight as that I do not see how a man could escape death. I could not keep it out of my mind until 

I heard he was safe, in your letter what Hospital he is taken to I do not [know] but think Baltimore é the 

Rebs tore up the Rail Road for 15 miles and blew up a large bridge five miles above Chambersburgh, 

and of course our rations have to be carted here on wagons and no room for other matters I think I 

should enjoy looking it over this morning é B. F. Beebeò  

$ 3,000.00 



 

 7. (Crime) Boyer, J. N., Pair of  Autograph  Letters Signed, Philadelphia, May  16th and 25th, 1829 to 

Lewis Reese, Reading, Pennsylvania  

      quarto, two letters, six pages, in very good, clean and legible condition. 

       Pair of letters written by Boyer, from prison in Philadelphia, seeking assistance in obtaining a pardon 

for an unspecified criminal conviction ï and then excoriating his enemies: 

      ñPhilada May 16, 1829 

       Dear Sir, 

             I have this day had the pleasure to receive a line from Mrs. Boyer I was sorry to find that my friend 

Mr. Muhlenberg cannot make it convenient to go on to Washington in my unfortunate case ï The fact 

is if it is in the power of you & the rest of my Friends ï Say Mr. Kerper, Mr Nagle and others to prevail 

on Mr. Muhlenberg to go. It would in the opinion of all friends here be in their opinion the means of a 

speedy pardon If he cannot be prevailed upon I should be glad to have Mr. Dunn to go ï or to write to 

Mr. Douglass at Harrisburg to prevail on Genl Barnard or Judge Frank to go. There are several persons 

here desirous to go ï but I do not wish unless I can get no other person to employ such a man as 

Chas J. Jack or any one like him to go on if Mr. Muhlenberg cannot be prevailed upon to go to 

Washington. I would thank you to obtain my papers that were sent to Mr. Muhlenberg after he is done 

with them ï that is my petition for a pardon the Sentence of the Court the Depositions & Petitions &c 

&c If no person can be got at Reading or at Harrisburg to go on to Washington Send the papers to me 

to Philada that I may be able to get a proper person to go on the sooner the better. Mrs. Boyer sent 

the papers to Mr. Muhlenberg ï She can get them by sending when they are wanted ï probably Mr. 

M may want them a few days whether he goes to Washington or not ï I wrote to Mrs. Boyer after you 

have read your letter please call on her. She will inform you the contents of my letter &c ï much will 

depend on the Respectability of my petitioners from Reading ï all you & my friends can do will be 

required. If a Petition was sent to Jacob Miesy Esqr. Bern ï he would procure names I wrote to Mr. 



Muhlenberg ï Mrs. Boyer can inform you whether he is done with the Papers or not. I leave the 

management of my unfortunate fate rest with you and the rest of my friends. What you think is most 

advisable for you to do with regard to my interest & that of my unfortunate family have it done speedily 

you also stated something about the Marshall to me ï It would perhaps be well in the mean time if 

something was done at Reading in that respectéò 

      ñPhilada May 25, 1829 

      Dear Sir, 

          Your favour of the 22d was handed to me this morning. The post office is open to deliver letters until 

8 oôclock of a Saturday evening only and on Sunday. I do not know that any one delivd so that this 

excuse must satisfy you for not having my confession of Judgment as you desired p return of Mail. I 

am not disappointed in the information you give me from Mr. Muhlenberg. I know his willingness to 

serve me knowing also at the same time that he has to serve me knowing also at the same time that 

he has become a political man ï will give my enemies a strong hold to work on his feeling against me. 

I am satisfyd to yield. 

           I stopped the Petition from going to the Jury men for the Signature until I heard from Mr. Muhlenberg 

now your line satisfys me that I have nothing to look for from there at this time he may be correct I will 

give up ï I was visited a few days ago by a committee of Gentlemen who have promised to do what is 

to be done in this city-  Sheriff Strembeck ï Judges of the different courts ï men of the first respectability 

in this city who have heard the Trial ï have signed my petition and not only that but have drawn up 

Petitions in there own Language ï in their Opinion acquitting me altogether of any guilt and considering 

me as an innocent & persecuted man ï notwithstanding the Editor of your German Bible in the County 

of Berks thinks that any man who would sign my petition for a pardon was no better than myself. I am 

not disappointed in that man ï Look at him is enough he pays me in the same coin I am paid by others 

I was a supporter of his Establishment from the start. I have stuck by him and do to the present day ï 

his paper is this day carried to my House. I have during the last 20 years paid him a great deal of 

money. I have when in a situation to do it obliged & accommodated him with means & Friendship ï I 

defy any of my enemies to come forwd place their hand on their heart and say Honestly that they have 

ever asked a favour of me which was in my power to grant them that I refused ï how am I paid now 

from the most of them. Why Sir I could name to you men among my enemies whose life I saved I 

stepped forward at the risk of my own life when a dagger was drawn to plunge into one of them held 

by a man in Frothing fury ï ready to give the mortal state ï (I clinched him and carried him off and 

gained the victory) That very man now Sir is at the head of my enemies. Why Sir I could name to you 

many that could not have lived without my assistance that I fed & cloathed them & their families. I have 

a list of debtors now laying before me which I count as lost amounting to the enormous sum of Two 

Hundred thousand Dollars ï Some have been Sheff Some members of the Legislatures & that owe me 

thousands of dollars spent my money to get into office when they had all they could get of me ï turned 

about and are now amongst my bitterest enemies ï during all this time my poor wife slaved herself both 

night & day lived frugal and often even stinted herself and my poor children ï Whilst these men were 

spending the sweat of her brow in all means of Debauchery ï my wife not even Indulged herself to go 

to see a friend or a Neighbour to stay from Home a Single Night since we are married for 21 years ï If 

I stay here and have my health and senses notwithstanding that I am a convicted man I shall make 

some people blush for shame. I have my records at reading that I can prove all I say without a Judge 

or resorting to the means used against me to pay to obtain bad men to testify ï I do not wish to be 

understood that I mean to hide the Guilt of which I am charged under the good character and conduct 

of my poor wife ï what I mean to say is what man is there who calls himself a Christian brought up in 

the same place with another being on terms of intimacy in his Family returning neighbourly and Friendly 



visits in Branches of both familys ï Who could rob a family in the first [place of the] means they have ï 

then in addition to that their only earthly support- Why not if a man wishes to murder let him come boldly 

on the highway and murder the person he intends with a deadly weapon and not commit murder on an 

innocent wife poor & helpless children. That will now in all probability now for want of a protector fall a 

victim to the leader of the band or be thrown into the streets for want of a shelter. Why sir I have for the 

last 18 months pressd people to get my own and have collected about $ 5000 which I had every dollar 

to spend in the criminal prosecution against me thinking to save the character of my poor family. The 

money is gone In the walls of a prison pennyless & my poor family without means. I get lost some times 

do not shew this to any person but keep it to yourself and any part thereof that you wish explained I 

can do it with truthé Your Unfortunate J. N. Boyerò 

 $ 250.00 

 

 8. (Diary) Noyes, J. P., Manuscript Diary of  Joseph P. Noyes, Comb Manufacturer  of Newark, New 

Jersey, 1861  

      12mo, pocket diary, 358 manuscript pages, bound in original wallet style binding, binding somewhat 

worn, entries written in pencil, in good, clean, legible condition.  

      Diary of Joseph P. Noyes, a young metal worker and comb manufacturer of Newark, New Jersey. Noyes 

worked at the family firm of David E. Noyes & Co., comb manufacturers, the firm was run by his father, 

David, who died in 1861. Afterwards the firm was known as Noyes & Brother and was run as a 

partnership with his brother Elfameo M. Noyes.  



       Noyes records his daily activities, work at the factory, his interest in metal work and engines, social 

activities, skating, Sunday school and young peopleôs religious meetings, his reading habits, books 

borrowed from the Newark Library, etc. His father dies after a brief illness which leads to a breakup of 

the family home, he moves into his own lodgings near the family comb factory.  When the Civil War 

begins in April 1861 Noyes becomes active in raising and drilling a company of ñHome Guardsò 

comprised of other young factory workers like himself. He also records his courtship of Jessie 

McKechnie and their marriage in the autumn of 1861.   

       Sample Quotes: 

     Monday January 7, 1861  

     ñIt was thawing and rainy today so that I did not go skating (in the afternoon) I went to town to make 

some investigations about an experiment that I want to try and was at the Library, Elfamerôs and Badgerôs 

besides going with mother on some errands. I left my watch at Marshes to have a chronometer balance 

put into it which is to cost me $ 15. and will take them several weeks to completeò 

     ñFriday January 11, 1861 

      I spent most of the afternoon making a bench for Lizzie. I had a job thawing waterpipes this afternoon. 

Father is very sick and I feel anxious about him. I went up to the doctors for medicine just before tea. I 

have not been out this evening.ò  

     ñSunday January 13, 1861 

      9 ½ p.m. Father continues very sick and I have not been out today except to go up town of an errand 

this evening. I had a bad job this afternoon thawing out waterpipes in the factory. The weather has been 

very cold for the past three days.ò  

     ñMonday January 14, 1861 

      I went to bed with my clothes on about midnight and slept three or four hours until I was called. We 

went to Elfames and he and Hannah came bringing the doctor about 5 ½ a.m. We all thought that father 

ï Tuesday 4 ½ p.m. I was writing last night about 9 İ oô clk when Father seemed suddenly to be drawing 

near his end and I left it. During the whole of the day he seemed to be sinking in much pain but only 

partially conscious and not able to speak. His last struggle was nearly an hour long but not violent. He 

breathed his last about 10 İ p.m.ò 

     ñTuesday January 15, 1861 

      Sister and I remained up last night until everything was attended to and I got to bed about 1 ½ a.m. and 

the rest laid down in the parlor. I rested well and in the morning I went to Brooklyn with sister and returned 

immediately William coming with me to complete the funeral arrangements. William and I took dinner at 

Elfameôs and he returned to Brooklyn and I came home where I have been since.ò  

    ñThursday January 17, 1861 

      Fatherôs funeral took place from Elfameôs today at 11 A.M.; Rev. Ch. W. Brown of the 1st cong. Church 

conducting the services. After the funeral mother, cousin Charles, William & Lucretia & myself took 

dinner at Elfameôs and returned to our several homes during the afternoon. I feel very sleepy this evening 

and retire early.ò  



     ñMonday January 21, 1861 

     I went on the meadows skating this forenoon; the afternoon Elfames, Phil Sawyer & I went up to Branch 

brook but the skating was so poor that we came down and went on the meadows again. I forged a tuning 

fork for Phil after we got home éò  

     ñSaturday January 26, 1861 

      é I went up to Elfameoôs and to the Marshes to see about my watch and to the Library and took out 

Fred Law Olmsteadôs ñJourney through Texasò and have been reading it since I came home. éò  

 ñMonday January 28, 1861 

   I did not go out this forenoon, this afternoon I went up with mother and her sister and from there to 

Elfameoôs William came out from Brooklyn and mother came there and we spent the afternoon in 

consulting about our property affairs. I went up this evening to see Mr. J. J. Brooks to see if he could 

assist me in finding a boarding placeéò 

   ñTuesday January 29, 1861 

     I spent the forenoon till about 10 trying to forge a pair of skates but did not make out anything. About 

10 ½ a.m. I went up to the Prospect St houses to see about fixing a cesspool. I played checkers & 

backgammon in the shop part of the afternoon and went over on the meadows and tried to skate a little 

but did not make out much for the snow. I met several young ladies that I knew. I went up to the prayer 

meeting this evening.ò  

   ñWednesday January 30, 1861 

     I went in the factory this morning and took apart some broken pipe and this afternoon went up and got 

a little job done at Currierôs and ground my skates. I went up to the sewing circle at Mrs. Wardôs and met 

Mr. & Mrs Brooks on the way but only made an appointment to call tomorrow evening.ò  

    ñMonday February 4, 1861 

   I spent most of the forenoon in packing my things to move. We took dinner together for the last time in 

the old house. I found Mr. Brooks had not got my room ready for my things so that I shall not bring them 

till tomorrow. I came to Mr. Brooks to tea and went down on the neck again to singing school this evening. 

I am now at my new room and my first impressions are pleasant.ò 

   ñWednesday February 6, 1861 

    I went up this forenoon to see mother at her new residence at her sisters in William St. I call in on the 

way at the Prospect St houses to see about a well that the men are at work at. I went down skating for a 

short time before dinner and stopped in at the old house where Elfameo is having a new range put in and 

other changes made. é I went to sewing circle at Jabez Cookôs this evening éò 

    ñSaturday February 9, 1861 

    I went down to the shop this morning and had a job of pipe soldering to do after which I went skating 

till dinner. I met Miss Agnes Lampson on the ice and after dinner I met her again and went with her down 

to the back meadow and skated é a couple of hours and accompanied her as far as the shop. I stayed 



around there till night. I went to choir meeting this evening for the first time in several months. I walked 

home with Maggie Ward.ò 

   ñMonday February 11, 1861 

    I went to New Yorkin the 9 train this morning and went to the store and staid some time. I went over to 

sisterôs and took dinner and staid till after 3 oclk and then returned to the store to see what could be done 

about starting the factory. I came out in the 4 ½ train and went down to the shop to see E. Ch I came 

home to tea and in the evening made a call at Mrs Haines but did not see the one I wanted to éò 

    ñMonday February 25, 1861 

      At work İ day I also went down to the shop in the afternoon but did not do much. Went up to Marshôs 

and got an old watch to carry till he gets mine done. I went to Parish meeting this evening and we made 

out a call for Rev. Mr. Brown of Plainfield to become our pastor. I made a proposal to become one of 8 

to guarantee the salaryéò  

    ñThursday February 28, 1861  

     I went down to the shop before 7 this morning and have made a good dayôs work at my new cutter. 

This evening I went up to Marshôs and got my watchéò  

    ñWednesday March 6, 1861 

     At work this forenoon. I went to the foundry this afternoon& from there to Mr. Cowanôs to fix a pump, 

which I went to the pump and fixed and after pitching quoits awhile went back to Mr. Côs and from there 

to mothers and got 2 pair of new overalls which she has been making. I stopped at Marshôs again to 

regulate my watch, This evening I went to Mr. Congers to sewing circle and spent most of the time with 

Miss Maggie Ward and Miss Laura W from Hanover and went home with them in a snow squallò   

   ñWednesday March 13, 1861 

    At work all day. We set up this afternoon an apparatus for drying fine combs from the rubbing. é I 

compared time and found my watch 7 sec fast since last Friday. I returned to the Library F. L. Olmsteadôs 

ñJourney in the seaboard slave states.ò 

    ñSaturday March 23, 1861 

     I got the pipe to set up my new machine this forenoon and have been at work all day at it. I got steam 

on this afternoon and it heats well but I have not yet got clear of the water.  I went up and paid for my 

pants and had my watch set and the regulator moved a little, it had gained one minute in 15 days.ò  

    ñThursday April 4, 1861 

    At work nearly all day. I watched the boys play ball awhile this afternoon. I went up to Marshôs and 

compared time and then went down to singing school this evening. I went home with the Misses 

McKechnieò 

    óWednesday April 17, 1861 

    We had a joint blow out this forenoon which made it necessary for us to stop at 10 İ oôclk é We raised 

a ñStar Spangled bannerò over the factory today éò  



    ñThursday April 18, 1861 

      é The first troops for the war (Col. Jonesôs regiment from Mass) passed through here this afternoon 

Maj. Henderson arrived at New Yorkò  

    ñFriday April 19, 1861 

     At work till 5 ½ I spent a few minutes with a few of the boys in drilling them for military movements. 

The 7th Reg. N. Y. .. passed through here this evening.  I went and arranged my S.S> books for next 

Sunday and then went up town and stopped at Marshôs, Capt. Buckôs & the library and walked home with 

Elfameo.ò 

     ñSaturday April 20, 1861 

      At work this forenoon. I took the 2 p.m. train fro N.Y. and went up to a great union meeting in Union 

Square. The war excitement is intense. I came over and am stopping with sister in Brooklyn as Bro. 

William is at Hudson.ò 

     Monday April 22, 1861 

     I staid with sister till near 11 this morning waiting for William to come home but he did not come and I 

came over in the noon train. I went to the factory but we only ran till 2 ½ and all hands went up to the 

demonstration at the court house. I spent the afternoon going around I was at Capt. Buckôs office & he 

wanted me to enlist. I met with motherôs folks & went there. Thus evening I went down on the neck to 

Elfameoôs & Mr. Whitneyôs but Elfameo was not at homeéò  

    ñSaturday April 27, 1861 

    At work all day. This evening I went up town and bought a little book called ñThe Recruitò and went to 

the library and looked at it for some time.ò  

    ñMonday April 29, 1861 

     At work all the forenoon. This afternoon the 1st Regiment took their departure for Trenton and all the 

hands went to see them off and we did not run the engine. I spent the afternoon in walking around town. 

This evening I have been drilling with a company of ñHome Guards.ò  

    ñWednesday May 1, 1861 

     At work all day. This evening I went up to drill with the City Rifle Corps and took the 1st Lieutenantôs 

place; we had a street drill.ò  

    ñFriday May 3, 1861 

     I drilled my squad a while this afternoon This evening I went up to our drill room and drilled with our 

company till 10 oôclkò  

     ñWednesday May 8, 1861 

      At work till 4 p.m. I went to the foundry before tea. I attended drill this evening. We went down to the 

ball ground and after returning we held a meeting and adopted constitution and by-laws for the company, 

We did not get home till near 11.ò  



    ñSaturday May 11, 1861 

    At work till 4 p.m. I drilled my squad til 5 ½ p.m. and after supper went up and drilled with our company. 

I stood talking with some of the members after drill and got home about 10 oôclkò  

    ñMonday May 13, 1861 

    At work till 4 p.m. we have spent the whole day in getting together the old iron about the factory to 

selléò  

    ñWednesday May 15, 1861 

     At work till 4 p.m. I drilled my squad a while and then came home. This evening I went up to the 

company drill and we went to Piersonôs building in Greet st. We had a meeting to fill the offices of the 

company and after some Ragging I offered my resignation as member of the company, which was laid 

on the table. I went to Dr. Southard again this evening and he prescribed sulphur for piles.ò  

    ñTuesday May 21, 1861 

    I have been at the shop to day during hours but I spent considerable time practicing with Phil Sawyerôs 

pistol. This evening I went to the prayer meeting and from there to the drill room where I took command 

of the 2nd platoon & drilled about an hourò  

   ñSaturday June 1, 1861 

   At work this forenoon. I went to the shop a few minutes after dinner and then Phil, Frank, Billy and I 

went down to the bay house and had a swim. We were becalmed at the chemical works and did not get 

up till after 8 oclk and after we had come all the way down to the market I had to go back after my shawl.ò  

    ñSunday June 9, 1861 

    Mr. Johnson preached for us this morning. Our young peopleôs meeting was discontinued today. This 

afternoon after S.S. I went to Mr. McKechnieôs with Wm. McKenzie. Mr. McKechnie met with a serious 

accident at Clarkôs potash factory, breaking one of his legs in 2 places. We went afterwards to see mother 

who is sick. I went this evening to the 1st church. Br. Wilson preached the anniversary sermon of the city 

ship.ò 

   ñMonday June 10, 1861 

   I went to the shop and did a little job at some steam pipe this morning. This afternoon I went up town 

and looked at a caloric engine at the Newark Machine Co. and from there to Hewes & Phillipôs where I 

spent an hour or more. This evening I went down to see Mr. McKechnie and went with the girls down to 

Miss Wiedenmeierôs to sing éò 

    ñMonday June 24, 1861 

     é This evening I went up to the depot to see the 31st N.Y. regiment go through and see Sam McQuaid 

off. I went down to singing school at Miss Colieôs and went home with Jessieéò  

   ñSaturday June 29, 1861 

    I spent a large part of the day reading ñIvanhoeò over again. I put my machine room somewhat to rights 

this afternoon. This evening I went to choir meeting and afterwards went down to Mr. McKechnieôs and 



sat a while with him and a few minutes with Jessie. I have made up my mind to ask her to marry me at 

the first convenient opportunity.ò  

    ñMonday July 1, 1861 

     The first thing I did this forenoon was to balance my months accounts I then went to the neck and read 

till noon in ñIvanhoe.ò This afternoon I went and had my hair cut and to the library, and to Mr. Haines to 

pay my choir money Mr. Raber Cook met me to ask about Mr. Pearce. I went down with Jessie to Katy 

Martinôs to sing this evening and on the way home I asked here for herself to be mine and she had no 

objections to make.ò 

     ñTuesday July 2, 1861 

      I went down to the shop this morning and looked at some of the main shaft boxes and then went in 

the house and practiced a while. After dinner I went down and mended a broken tooth brush; and got the 

1st vol of Irvingôs Life of Washington and brought it home to read. I went to Franklin st prayer meeting with 

Jessie this evening. A new comet shows itself very brilliantly this evening.ò  

   ñThursday July 4, 1861 

     I slept poorly the night before the 4th as there was too much firing and noise about. I went to the shop 

in the morning and worked nearly all day on a set of cutters for short teeth barberôs combs, which I finished 

and tempered. éò  

    ñTuesday July 23, 1861 

     é The papers of today contain the account of the defeat of our army at Manassas, exaggerated 

accounts of which reached here yesterday.ò  

    ñSaturday July 27, 1861 

    I have been at work all day getting things to rights for an early start Monday morning. When I came 

home to tea I found that the 1st Reg. were expected home and as soon as I eat I went around to Jessieôs 

and found that they were in town. éò  

   ñMonday July 29, 1861 

    We got the engine running today full time and I put on the dressing & fine comb hands. I was at the 

shop till near night when I left to go with Jessie to see the parade of the 1st reg. we took two of Mrs. 

Homerôs children with us. We stopped at the library a few minutes. Jessie gave me her picture tonighté.ò  

   ñFriday August 23, 1861 

    é I was at work yesterday till about 11 when I came home and went with Jessie to see her friends in 

Rahway. I went around among and got acquainted with quite a circle of her relatives besides riding around 

the town considerable. éò  

   ñTuesday October 1, 1861 

    Since yesterday morning I have been married & we have come as far as Albany on our wedding tour, 

on the steamer Isaac Newton.ò 

 



   ñThursday October 3, 1861 

    We had a good night rest & spent the day till 4 oôclk in going about the falls & visiting places of interest 

in the neighborhood on the Canada side. We did not visit the American side. We left in the 5 p.m. train.ò 

    ñSaturday October 5, 1861 

     We spent last night in our new home and have spent the day in getting things to rights & procuring 

such things as we need.ò  

    ñTuesday November 5, 1861 

     I went to Hewes & Phillips and staid nearly all the forenoon, getting some work done for the engine, 

came home & voted before dinner. I went to the shop after dinner; we stopped at 4 ½ to make repairs. I 

received a letter from W. S. K. about a minister for our ch. & spent most of the evening at Mr. Ogdenôs  

talking the matter over with him.ò 

   ñTuesday December 9, 1861 

    At work all day. Duncan burst the cap of his force pump today & I had quite a troublesome job to fix it. 

We spent the evening reading the Presidentôs message.ò  

   ñWednesday December 25, 1861 

    We went skating a while in the morning. After dinner we went to New York in the 4 oôclk train and after 

stopping at some friends of Jessieôs & taking a lunch in Bway we went to the performance of ñthe Messiahò 

by the Harmonium Society, at Irving hall, we walked down just in time for the 11 trainò  

    ñThursday December 26, 1861 

     At work all day. We went to see the Lubin brotherôs performance at Library hall in the evening. I rode 

up town of some errands in the forenoon.ò  

$ 300.00 



 

 9. Doddridge, Joseph, Notes on the Settlement and the Indian Wars, of the Western Parts of Virginia 

& Pennsylvania, from the Year 1763 until the Year 1783 Inclusive. Together with a View Of the 

State of Society and Manners of the Fist Settlers of the Western Country.      

      Wellsburgh, Va.: Printed at the Office of the Gazette for The Author, 1824, first edition, 12mo, [10], [v]-

xiii, [1], 15 ï 316 pp., bound in full contemporary calf, leather spine label, binding somewhat worn and 

rubbed, corners rounded, text browned and somewhat foxed as usual, two leaves have horizontal tears 

across them, affecting text slightly, contemporary ownership signature of Brison Clark, on front free 

endpaper, early Steubenville, Ohio, book binder, and booksellers ticket on front pastedown, J. & B. 

Turnbull. The binding is very likely a product of Turnbullôs bindery. 

 

     A very good, unsophisticated copy of this book, which is often found in poor condition. 



      One of the best and most in-depth accounts of early frontier life, and the conflicts between colonists 

and Native Americans, written by the Rev. Joseph Doddridge (1769-1826).  ñBest of the many secondary 

sources on these border wars.ò ï Howes; ñDoddridge was reared in the wilderness and was intimately 

acquainted with the whole subject of which he writes. His work is drawn from original sources and from 

his own observations, and gives a striking picture of the life, times, and manners of the early 

frontiersman.ò ï Church. 

      Ayer 75, Church 1327, Field 437, Howes D-390, Siebert Sale 978, Streeter Sale III:1334, Sabin 20490 

$ 1000.00 

 

 
Portion of the Farquhar Archive 

 

10. (Farquhar Family Papers) Large Manuscript Archive of the Farquhar Family, Quakers of Union 

Bridge, Baltimore, Maryland and Richmond Indiana, 1827 -1952 

       Large archive consisting of over 285 letters, approximately 685 pages, with over 200 related items, 

printed and manuscript ephemera, deeds, bills, invoices, receipts, manuscript petitions, legal and estate 

papers, poetry, photographs, et cetera.  

       

      The archive follows this Maryland Quaker family west to Richmond, Indiana, through pioneer conditions 

in Ohio and Indiana, the financial panic of 1837, the sectional crisis, the Civil War and reconstruction, 

as family members engage in business, politics and education in Indiana and Baltimore, Maryland. 

     The Farquhar Family 



            Allen Farquhar purchased a tract of land on Little Pipe Creek in what was then Frederick County, 

Maryland. In 1735 he gave this tract of land to his son William, who then moved from Pennsylvania, 

with his wife Ann, and he became one of the earliest settlers in what would become Union Bridge, 

Maryland. Many Quakers settled in this District before the Revolution and formed a ñparticular meeting.ò 

They held meetings for worship at the Farquhar residence by permission of the Fairfax Monthly 

Meeting. In 1768 William Farquhar petitioned Lord Baltimore for permission to have the land adjoining 

his estate, ñMount Pleasantò, surveyed, in order to purchase it, as he wished to donate the land to the 

Society of Friends on which to erect a Meeting House. Thus, the Friendsô Meeting House near Union 

Bridge was built in 1772. During the Revolution and for some time afterwards the neighborhood was 

known as the ñPipe Creek Settlement.ò 

          William and Ann Farquhar had nine children. James William Poultney (1781-1831), Allen, Mary, 

George, Samuel, Elizabeth, Susanna and Moses.  

       William P. Farquhar was born September 5, 1781, and died December 26, 1831.He was the son of 

Moses Farquhar and Sarah Poultney.  He was a prominent member of the community and took an 

active part in the affairs of Union Bridge. He was a member of the Maryland Legislature several times 

and was interested in all matters relating to his county, then Frederick County. He was a captain during 

the War of 1812, taking part in the battle of Bladensburg, and was at Camp Hampstead Hill, September 

1814, and aided in the Defense of Baltimore. William P. Farquhar was deeply interested in getting the 

charter of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad through the Maryland legislature. He also aided elderly 

soldiers of the Revolutionary War obtain their pensions.  

            William P. Farquhar married Mary Messler (1787-1842), and they had five children: George 

Augustine (1806-1876), Eleonora (1808-1891), Frederick A., (who died in infancy), William Lingan 

(1816-1887), and John Hanson Thomas (1818-1873) 

      Farquhar built the house in Union Bridge known as ñMount Pleasantò circa 1815, it is still extant and on 

the National Historic Register. Shortly after building the house Farquhar sold it to the Clemson family. 

      The Farquharôs emigrated west and settled in the Quaker settlement of Richmond Indiana circa 1830, 

William P. Farquhar died in Indiana in 1831. George A. Farquhar tried to establish a mercantile business 

first in Ohio and then in Indiana, first selling goods as an itinerant peddler. He then entered into a 

partnership with a merchant named Adams. Farquhar maintained business connections with Baltimore 

merchants traveling east each year to purchase the goods that comprised his inventory. George 

Farquharôs business did not survive the Panic of 1837, and he returned to Baltimore where he 

established himself as a dry goods merchant. George Farquhar had previously had an appointment as 

a Committee Clerk in the Maryland House of Delegates in the 1820ôs, he later served as postmaster of 

Union Bridge.  

       Eleonora, William P. Farquharôs only daughter, married John Haines in the Friendsô Meeting House in 

Union Bridge. The couple emigrated in the 1830ôs to Richmond Indiana where they ran a farm before 

establishing a boarding school on their property known as Greenmount College. Eleonora inherited a 

female slave from one of her grandmothers but true to her Quaker principles she emancipated the girl 

as soon as she came into her possession.  

       John Hanson Farquhar, William P. Farquharôs youngest son, was born in 1818 in Union Bridge, but 

emigrated with the family as a teenager to Richmond, Indiana. He helped his brothers in business at 

first but became assistant to the resident engineer in charge of constructing the Whitewater Canal 

working as a rodman on a survey crew after ground broke in 1836. In 1837 the Indiana legislature 



authorized a survey for a Richmond & Brookville canal John H. Farquhar obtained the post of assistant 

engineer after studying engineering and surveying on his own. The Richmond-Brookville canal was 

highly undercapitalized and did not survive the Panic of 1837.  

          John H. Farquhar thereafter moved from Richmond to Brookville where he began the study of law. 

He soon became involved in politics as a member of the Whig party. He was nominated for the position 

of assistant secretary of the Indiana senate and was elected by the senate to serve in this position from 

1841-1843. Farquhar was elected as the principal clerk of the Indiana House in 1844. During the period 

from the mid -1840ôs through 1850ôs Farquhar continued in his Brookville law practice. In 1844 he was 

a delegate to the national Whig convention that nominated Henry Clay for president.  

            Farquhar ran for Congress as a candidate of the 4th district as a Whig, his Democratic opponent 

James H. Lane won. Farquhar remained active in politics and was also a delegate to the Whig 

Convention of June 1852 that nominated Winfield Scott as its candidate.  

            On May 5, 1857 Farquhar married Frances Mary Turner (1832-1922) age 19 of Brookville. Their 

first child was born in 1858, in Brookville. 

           In 1860 he became a delegate to the Whig Convention at the ñWigwamò in Chicago. The convention 

supported Abraham Lincoln. He was a presidential elector on the Republican ticket of Lincoln and 

Hamlin in 1860. 

           At the outbreak of the Civil War, Farquhar was commissioned as Captain serving as a recruiting and 

dispersing agent working under General John S. Simonson, stationed in Indianapolis. He was 

instrumental in recruiting two Indiana regiments the 19th and the 28th Indiana Colored Regiment.  

           In 1864 Farquhar ran for election to Congress again, he was elected as a Republican to the 39th 

Congress, defeating the incumbent Democrat. Farquhar was not a candidate for re-election and served 

only one term from 1865-1867.  

            In 1870 John Farquhar and his family moved to Indianapolis where he became president of the 

Meridian National Bank. Prior to that he was president of the Brookville National Bank in Brookville, 

Indiana. Farquhar was appointed secretary of state in 1872, he served two years from early 1872 to 

early 1873. Shortly after the end of his term he died October 2, 1873.  

     References:  
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     Sample Quotes:  

      Farquhar, William P., Union Bridge, Maryland, to his son, George A. Farquhar, Talbotôs Hotel, Frederick, 

Maryland. 

      ñDear Son, 

           I arrived at home yesterday & found all well but your mother who is complaining ï every place I 

stopôd at on the road there was a general objection to the nomination among the friends of the 

administra [tion] some offering to but none would be elected others saying they would not support the 

Ticket &c -  many of my friends were here last night who are much dissatisfied and quite out of sorts 

what course they will pursue I am unable to tell, but one thing is certain, if there is not some thing done 

to satisfy them the Jackson men will gain by the nominationéò  

       [Farquhar, William P.?] Union Bridge, Maryland, Jany 12th, 1828, to George A. Farquhar, Annapolis 

       ñDear George, 

           Sam & I had a gloomy time coming up the Bay in consequence of the fog ï We staid two days in 

Baltimore ï heard 72 discharges of cannon in commemoration of the victory at New Orleans ï but did 

bot go near ï Went to Peals museum, the Theater & heard the greatest ventriloquist I ever heard, spent 

an evening with Tyson and Stricker ï Stricker is as dry as ever We visited Cloud and Tom Webb ï 

Went to the District court and heard the result of the Election of the Gov & Council ï arrived safe at 

home night before last in Job Haines wagon & found all well ï Found Israel Plummer at our house, 

yesterday him Frederick, Dr. Biggs & a whole clan went Fox Hunting -  - They run one Fox in a hole 

and another to the south mountains ï Frederick & Flonzell led the way ï far a head of Washington 

Claburgh & others é 

            I have seen some of the folks, who hang their heads very much ï others much pleased at the result 

of the recent Elections - éò  

      Farquhar, James P., Fort Ball, Seneca Co., Ohio, Sept. 12, 1829, to William Mering, Union Bridge, 

Maryland 

      ñRespected Frd, 

                 Having been detained here on account of wet weather, muddy roads and some other 

circumstancesé But I guess I shall have to do as well as I can in the back woods. And back woods it 

is too, for there is more of that article here than almost any thing else, however as far as I know about 

it ï 

             I am at this time stationed at ñFort Ballò, the first time in my life that Iôve been obliged to remain at 

any military station, nor do I know how long I shall have to stay here. I was at Tiffin yesterday (across 

the river ñSanduskyò in sight) and saw Naille and Sten. They expect Stenôs goods on tomorrow or next 

day, and after  they are fixed, which will be in a week or two, Naille expects to start homeward. There 

is a good deal of opposition between this place and Tiffin. The inhabitants of each place are anxious to 

have the seat of ñJusticeò of the county established at their own town, and each are striving to get the 

ascendancy. Business in some parts of this country is flourishing and in some parts very dull; Iôve not 

got into any business yet but have met with some encouragement to proceed next spring, but Iôve not 

yet made up mind with respect to that ï I had, offered to me the other day a quarter section of land 

(160 acres) for a little more than $ 2.75 per acre, under good fence and a good deal of it cleared. The 



quality of land is very good, but it is chiefly, or in fact all of it prairie land, the purchaser of which would 

labour under several disadvantages; want of water, rail timber, building timber &c which is a 

considerable object. 

             I donôt want you to write me till I send word, but then you must not delay. 

             There is some places throughout this part of the world where you may ride for many miles right 

through the thickest of woods almost with [out] seeing either a human being or a place of residence for 

them even if there should happen to be anybody about; and all at once pop right out of the woods into 

a little town situated in a clear space of about a mile in extent, you ride on through, and right into the 

woods again and so you may go on all day. 

            Sometimes when I would be riding along through this wilderness of country, Iôve thought of the 

saying very common in that neighborhood about ñgoing out of the world into the bushesò; for it did seem 

like something of that sort I must say. I have seen a great many Indians in this place they have been 

passing through on their way home from council. Perhaps you did not know they had assembled in 

council in order to determine whether they should sell a parcel of land belonging to them called the 

ñSeneca Reserveò They have concluded not to sell it but to hold it as theirs and turn it into farms for 

their own use. They are in general well civilized; some of them are still a little savage there have been 

some murders committed among them lately. They think they are as well civilized as any of us, and a 

great many of them can speak very good English, and some are very good English scholars having 

been taught at colleges of very high rank. é 

                                                                                                                                        James P. Farquharò  

       Farquhar, J A., Clinton County Indiana 29 Miles South of Logansport Sunday morning [1829 -1830?], 

to George A. Farquhar, Miamisburgh Montgomery County, Ohio 

       ñDear Sir, 

            I am now about to start to travel a few miles on Sunday I have retailed all that I have sold the 

merchants will not buy of a pedlar they all say they are not prepared to by they must buy where they 

can get a credit or else they will noy buy atal I have collected about ninety dollars be sides my expenses 

and they have been quite heavy I have to hire fellows to haul me sometimes for 8 or 10 miles they 

charge high I fear I shall stand a dull chance to get shot of all my goods shoes sell well and calico also. 

I will write soon again I will get to Logan in a few days yet keep a look out about my horseé I intend to 

try and get along the Massasinaway if I possibly can ï the damndest roads you ever saw there is in 

this country éJ A Farquharô 

 

      Johnson, William Cost, Washington Ap. 5th, 1834 to George A. Farquhar 

      ñMy dear Sir, 

            Your letter of the 29th March giving the proceedings of a meeting of the honest and ardent working 

men of your neighborhood was not received by me until to day. I have read the proceedings with interest 

and they speak the bold decision of high minded persons and the coldest temperament might well be 

roused at the ruinous measures of the present unwise Executive. But still it may be a question whether 

so bold and decided a measure as the one proposed by the working men would meet with sanction in 



other regions of the country; and whether in truth it would not strengthen the Executive (now too strong) 

by sounding the alarm of civil dissention. 

          You have given me the privilege of altering the resolutions. I will carefully examine them, and I would 

certainly present them to Congress had not the vote been taken on the Deposit question yesterday, 

and was decided against the restoration; I may notwithstanding present them. There is one thing I beg 

you to assure the working men of, that is, that I am decidedly opposed to the present consolidation of 

such vast powers in the hands of one executive officer ï am in favor of a restoration of the deposits 

and of a bank of the U. States ï and will as they desire use every exertion to promote the true interest 

of the country, and will never place myself in the hands of a party to be bound hand and foot so as to 

obey the interest of a party at the sacrifice of the interest of the people, and especially the working 

peopleéò  

       Haines, John, Near Richmond, [Indiana] May 22, 1834 to George A. Farquhar, Union Bridge, Maryland 

       ñDear George, 

              Since I left Baltimore I have had quite a severe attack é I was taken in stage on the mountains 

west of Cumberland and it continued to increase on me until I arrived at Wheeling where I applied for 

medical aid, the Physician gave me some medicine to take on board of the boat which afforded 

temporary reliefé when I landed upon the soil of my adopted country the last flickering lamp of my 

nature was well nigh exhausted, and remained nailed to a sick bed (under care of Doct. Plummer) for 

2 long weeks or more - é 

                 The times are Pregnant with awful forebodings, our once happy and prosperous institutions 

which were built up by the more than Caesars of their age I fear will be prostrated by the bloodhounds 

in office, one encroachment of executive misrule after another will finally drive our citizens to the 

Shedding of their Brotherôs blood and perhaps as has been foretold War Pestilence & famine will be 

spread over all the land -  This state of things seem to be nearer at hand tan ever I have known in my 

short life time before ï A great many of the eastern people are seeking an asylum in the west, last first 

day there was an encampment of about 200 persons within sight of our house, of the sect called 

Mormanites who are enthusiastic professors indeed they Prophesy that before 2 years the moon will 

be bathed in blood ï The earth shall be shaken to its centre &c &c and divers other miraculous events 

shall come to pass, after which the Millenium (about 4 years hence say they) shall take place ï singular 

Believers ï  

             I mentioned, I think when I was on to your country that our Legislature had passed an act to 

incorporate a state Bank with 9 Branches within the limits of the state ï since my return the Books of 

subscription on the part of the People have been opened and the stock of the mother bank and 7 

branches have been taken ï I have taken 45shares in the branch to be located in Richmond amounting 

to 2250$ to be paid in 3 installments Ȩ to be paid when the Bank goes into operation (which will be 1st 

September likely) the balance in two equal payments yearly ï The money I brought out with me is (with 

the exception of my first installment) all loaned at 10 per cent in good lands I think this Bank is going to 

reduce this high rate of Interest I think such as 20 ï 30 & indeed as high as 50 per cent has been taken.  

I know a man at this time here is drawing on a lot of money 30 per cent which is scandalous to give but 

more easy to receive I am of opinion that this Bank  will reduce loans to about 10 ï for there are a good 

many people say they would rather pay a farmer (who only demanded Int. once a year & the Principal 

2,3, or 4 years) 10 per cent than Bank 6, for this reason that they were not found to renew their notes 

so often & no protests if not attended to at that precise time é Jno. Hainesò  



       Gantt, B. L., Annapolis, 29 January, 1835, to George A. Farquhar, Union Bridge, Maryland 

        ñDear George, 

                 I received yours of the 27th last night and it came at a time or moment when I wanted something 

of the kind to keep me alive for I was very much below par although it was at that hour, when those 

who are going to the Citizens Ball should be preparing for it, for you must know it took place last night, 

and a more agreeable one I was never at. I went with the determination not to dance but could not 

resist it, so took two rounds, sat supper, drank rather too much wine, went home to my old room, at ½ 

after 12, got to sleep quickly and was roused about 4 oclk with a violent cramp in my legs, brought on 

by dancing, which I think will deter me hereafter from doing the like again. 

               We have ñDensò Theatre &c in abundance of the former I partake of very sparingly of the latter I 

have a belly full, you will see from the above that I occupy my old room and as you say receive the 

visits of our old friends, except Hallyhan I have not seen him since I reached this place and as the 

vulgar phrase has it ñif I keep my eyesight I hope I never shall againò, Mr. Breagle and Mr. Roberts 

were at the ball, Mr. B danced a good deal he is a very genteel man and I think take your Delegation 

altogether it is the best your county has sent to this House since I have been a member , as regards 

our committee clerks é Bowles is very accommodating and does the best he can upon the whole they 

are not as good as we have had. 

              You are deceived when you say you was glad to hear that Magor Rainey had recd a salary tis not 

him but his son Tom who is Examiner General with a salary of $ 800 per annum. The major has been 

dead for 5 or 6 months, I can say nothing about the new county as I hear very little about it because I 

believe the friends of that measure believe I am opposed to it. Mr. Henry Warfield is here and was at 

the ball, from what he told me I am I am inclined to think the subject will be referred to the people of 

that section, to ascertain the sense of a majority, of this I do not speak with certainty. I sincerely hope 

you will visit this place before we go home, your Brother was here about a week ago and was introduced 

to me by our old friend Mr. McKinty and he promised to call and see me but I did not see him afterwards, 

has he got home? We are going to have Fair today for the purpose of robbing the members, but if they 

get more than 25 cents out of me they are smarter than I think they are among other modes of ñraising 

the windò in the Fair they propose to have a Post office and letters will be written to A. B. C. D. the 

letters when taken out will be paid for if there should be any for me they shall go to the Gen Post Office, 

do let me hear from you again soon, or when you write suppose you do as Paddy did, bring the letter 

yourself éò  

       Farquhar, F.[rederick] A., Lexington [Ohio] December 10, 1835, to his brother, George A. Farquhar, 

Union Bridge, Maryland 

       ñDear Brother, 

              é I am much in hopes I will succeed in procuring your deed some time in the fore part of next 

week. I was down at Moseses about two weeks ago but could not get Massey to go to Mansfield though 

I think I can succeed in procuring the deed according to law as you have stated in your last letter é 

Adams is rather out of humor when ever I go away on business then he gets as queer as an ass he is 

as strange a man as ever I had anything to do with, he thinks he knows more about business than any 

body else though he knows nothing about it at all he is quite self conceited I shall not remain here long. 

I think I shall start to Indiana about New Year and do not know whether I shall return here to stay or not 

though I rather think not. I cannot sell goods with any satisfaction for a man that has so many oddities 

about them as he has from anything I have been used to his kind of dealing does not suit me I cannot 



cheat a man behind his back but he can though that is a thing he can and does doe and wants me to 

do the same though I will not do it for him or any man if I can do it face to face it is bad enough he will 

sell a man goods at one price and then charge more than he sells them for. I want to know how I could 

prove an account for him in such a case as that, I cannot do it nor will not do it for any man, that is 

prove a false acct, I am getting tolerable well acquainted with the western trade and could sell as I 

would want to sell if I only had them. I think when you come out in the spring you can fix matters so that 

may be considerable advantage to you and at the same time it may be the same to myself. I was 

cautioned by all of my friends to be aware of J Adams when I first came in the neighborhood I have 

watched him close as any man could he wants to charge me as much for what I get out of the store as 

any of his customers and that is damn rascally for any mané.ò  

      Farquhar, John H.[anson], Richmond [Indiana] 14 March 1836, to his brother, George A. Farquhar, 

Union Bridge, Maryland 

      ñDear Brother, 

             é I wrote to you a few weeks ago the mails are getting so uncertain that there is no use to put any 

dependence in them. I received a letter from Frederick a week ago I think he says he has received no 

letter from you since he left here. I was at John Haines a few days week they was a getting well Eleonora 

has been sick but is able to be about Mother and the children are all getting better. Mother was at 

Centerville this day a week ago, and got that business all fixed and sent it on to you I expecté I have 

been tending Court all last week on a trial of a man for attempting to pass a counterfeit order on us his 

trial come on today he was sentenced to the penitentiary for two years he has a family, a wife and three 

small children. I want you to write soon and tell me when you are coming out and where to. é John H. 

Farquharò 

      Farquhar, John H., Brookville, Indiana April 15th, 1837, to his brother, George A. Farquhar, 

Miamisburgh, Ohio 

      ñDear Brother, 

            I received yours of 29th March to day and am very glad to hear from you but very sorry to learn of 

the state of your affairs and very sorry that I had not heard from you sooner. I am now imployed on the 

Canal as Rodman and situated so that it would be impossible for me to leave on account of the frequent 

applications that I made to Mr. Webb last winter for the situation. I am getting good wages thirty two 

dollars a month and board myself board is about two dollars week  which makes about twenty four 

dollars clear.  I should of liked to of went into the Merchandizing for you in the manner in which you 

proposed very much if I had only of known of it in time, however you must not get out of heart ï try and 

do something and do not stay there any longer than you can avoid if business is so poor ï you spoke 

of pedling you might get Lingan to attend the store while you try it if Frederick is not willing to do 

anything. é you speak something of going to Kentucky to do business if you think that you can do 

better by going write to me and let me know what you are a going to do, tell Frederick & Lingan where 

I am and what I am a doing é John H. Farquhar 

      P.S.  I am about to et a surveying to go to learning Engineering Mr Nall the gentleman I am with is 

willing to instruct meéò  

 

 



       ñFarquhar, John H., Brookville, Indiana, Oct. 29, 1843, to his brother George A. Farquhar, Union Bridge, 

Maryland 

       ñDear Brother, 

             Your favour of date ñUnion Bridge Oct. 11, 1843ò I was pleased to find in the Office at this place on 

my return here from Richmond on Friday the 20th Inst where I had been making some stay of which 

more hereafter. I am pleased to learn of the safe arrival and good health of yourself and the children; 

also from our friends in general; but regret that you find the prospect for business so dull. I am also not 

a little surprised to learn of the great stagnation of business so near and within the influence of the great 

Atlantic depots. Is it possible, the numerous accounts we receive of an improved money market, are all 

false? Or is it the case, that the capital of the country, is monopolized in the hands of the wealthy, and 

withheld from circulation, for want of confidence in the stability of Legislation? Or is it rather a lack of 

direction, for investment? It is certainly to be attributed to one of the two latter causes in my opinion, for 

the money is certainly here somewhere: and should I conclude from the evidence we have here, I would 

perhaps say the latter. Mr. Holland who has just returned from Lafayette on the Wabash Canal, informs 

me that since the opening of that communication with the Atlantic, a new impulse has been given to all 

kinds of business; particularly the mercantile, and the country every where within its vicinity is being 

flooded with goods, which are disposed of on credit, and a fair prospect offers, for a recommittal of all 

the extravagantness, that so fatally followed in the track of the inflated currency system; but enough of 

this for the time, as I have other subjects of perhaps more immediate interest to speak of amongst 

which is that of Mr. Clayôs speeches. You say that now is the time to attend to this matter and also ask 

why I do not attend to the same in person? That this is an important and favourable period for their 

disposal, I most certainly concur with you; but as regards my personal attendance to the subject at this 

time, I will candidly state the facts. I have not yet application for License to practice Law but am desirous 

of doing so,  either this winter to the inferior courts: or in the spring to the Supreme court, and 

consequently I am busy reading ï I read so much of your letter as relates to this subject to Mr. Holland, 

and his conclusion was, that I should say to you to give it a trial at one dollar & fifty cents (1.50) per 

copy: and for obtaining subscribers & delivering, or for every copy disposed of, you should receive fifty 

(50) cents. If anything can be done at this price, it will certainly afford some profit at 50 cents for selling 

& delivering. Should you determine to give it a trial and meet with success I will go in and meet with 

you in the spring and aid in its circulation: there are now about 1000 copies of the speeches in Maryland, 

the principal part in Baltimore not bound, which could be ready for distribution on short notice. I am 

going to Indianapolis at the opening of the session, and should there be any prospects of success shall 

be a candidate for secretary: the Senate is a tie and some Whigs rather doubtful: Sloan tells me Hoover 

will vote for meé If elected which I consider (very doubtful) it would be impossible for me to leave for 

md until after the Wayne Court, as that trial is not yet over with, that would enable me to attend the 

Convention which I am desirous of doing é I forward in mail with this a prospectus that that you make 

a trial if you see proper ï I will now conclude this subject by requesting that you write me soon as to 

what you can do &cé Johnò  

      Haines, John, Richmond [Indiana] March 19th, 1844 to George A. Farquhar, Baltimore 

       ñEsteemed Brother, 

              é and the fact that thee had engaged in a clerkship situation with Warner & Fisher of Baltimore, 

which I am pleased to find will perhaps employ thy mind and prepare it for business when a more 

auspicious period arrives when thee more safely embark in business for thyself, as to the proposition 

made in regard to our entering into business together in Baltimore, I have given it much attention and 

serious consideration but from the scattered condition of my affairs even if I were entirely convinced 



that now was the proper time for such arrangements to take place my affairs would not admit of it, but 

something may take place in the Future when such an arrangement might so entered into safely, and 

in the meantime thee can be looking out and acquiring all the experience necessary to a safe and 

successful operation there. é we are still doing business in the same way as when thee was with us 

we have enlarged gradually as our little capital expanded we have as yet added no additional capital, 

have talked of it this spring, are operating rather more largely in iron now than anything else made a 

pretty good turn in that article last winter, made a contract for $ 600 worth paid $ 300 down since which 

time iron has been steadily and firmly advancing  our sales during the fall and winter were good for our 

little stock I suppose they must have averaged $ 10 ï pr day ï this spring it has been more dull. é  

              I think business in general is slowly reviving money is a little more plenty since the farmers sold 

off their last yearôs produce and if the people only act prudently  hereafter I think we will all get into a 

better condition, if people are careful to buy nothing but what they can pay for, not plunge into debt, 

and wild and uncertain speculations and apply what they can to the payment of their old debts the 

country will soon get right again with the right kind of policy on the part of the general government ï but 

should banking facilities  be improperly augmented so as to increase the circulating medium beyond 

the capacity of redemptioné It seems to me that eastern merchants are doing wrong when they hold 

out to western dealers strong inducements to buy on credit, many men no doubt will pay without 

coercion, but a large number will eventually not, and to expect collections under the existing laws of 

most of the western states is folly, payment cannot be enforced, public opinion however I think will 

eventually petition the legislature of Ind to repeal those objectionable  laws and fix some time in the 

future when the veil may be removed and people again be compelled to comply with their agreements, 

but no change was made, it was the only petition there upon that subject ï the idea however prevails 

that something will be done at the next session é Jno Haines 

           é. The political atmosphere in this quarter is growing quite warm ï I was present at the opening of 

the whig campaign in this place in 1840 as well as 1844 and with a fair comparison I may say that the 

latter was marked with as much and perhaps more enthusiasm than the former. The whigs of this 

county are now having a warm canvass for the nomination of their county ticket, which is to be made 

by ballot at their April election political aspirants are active and the result I fear may be disorganization 

at the August polls ï but in November all will be right for Henry Clay ï Foulk & Holloway are both 

candidates for nomination to the Senate. Holloway will be successful we have begun to organize 

generally throughout Indiana & you may put her down as safe for Clayé Jno. H. Farquhar 

           John Talbott and family his mother in Law Anna Wright and his brother in law Henry Justice have 

removed to Cinncin. To make lard oil I fear it will be a ñBursting ñoperationé business among 

mechanicks is still here and in the neigbouring towns and when they do anything trade is offered in pay 

scarcely any cash is found among mechanics, it is too prevalent among people here to push off trade 

even when they have cash. 

           I expect you will have a glorious time at the May convention the whig spirit seems to be extending 

itself in every direction throughout the length and breadth of the land, we have great times here. Ben 

Davis & Job Boston have become quite celebrated rhymers almost every week they turn out a new 

coon [sic] song and the ñglee clubò as they call themselves sing it to the great amusement of the whigs 

and the annoyance of the ñLokiesò  

 

 



       Farquhar, John H., Richmond [Indiana] Jany 12th, 1847, to Geroge Farquhar, Merchant, Baltimore 

       ñEsteemed Bro.,  

            I have this day collected some money for thee, and tried to procure a check on Baltimore or Phila. 

For the amount but our Bank has no funds immediately thee may draw on me at sight for four hundred 

and seventy five dollars, it being the amount now ready for thee. é I have not heard from thee since I 

forwarded the box and bale, marked to thee as directed, it was sent the forepart of Nov. last, and I have 

felt uneasy for fear they have not arrived. I wrote thee about the time, stating what was sent and the 

balance of such things as we supposed was most perishable. I tried to sell but could not, without too 

much sacrifice. I accordingly have them on hand yet ï On the 1st day of the year we had the most terrific 

flood that this country has ever experienced, sweeping away Bridges, house, barns, mills &c this 

country, along the several branches of Whitewater, Miami & Scioti valleys, has sustained incalculable 

damage a day that will long be remembered here by manyé Has thee settled our affair with Warner & 

Fisher? If not try to settle it on the best terms thee can before I come on in spring, my prospect is to 

start here by about 1st of March, come on to Balt. and maybe thee will have business at Phila and will 

then  go on with me ï our business has been rather dull this fall & winter, how is thee flourishing, making 

a fortune? We have had a rumour here that thee had taken unto thyself a wife, but I have contradicted 

it, until Thomas Banks came out here and confirmed the report he stopt here for winter quarters, 

intending in the spring to start further west, said she is a connection of his, so longlife to thee and good 

fortune attend you, write us and tell us all about it & whether thee intends locating permanently in Balt. 

&c &c - é Our market in relation to the pork business opened quite low but is now selling in Cin at 4  

to 4 ½ a great advance. I think it likely there will be some fingers burnt in it again this year, other produce 

is low é We have several hundred dolls standing out that I want to collect before I come on to buy 

goods. I have been calculating on buying goods very low this spring, will I be mistaken? I hope not. 

There is such a din and racket in the store this evening I cannot write with any senseé J.H.ò 

       Farquhar, John H., Brookville [Indiana] August 24, 1851, to his brother George A. Farquhar 

        ñDear Brother, 

              é I expect to be at Richmond within a week. John [Haines] I learned has dissolved his connexion 

in the mercantile business and has his college building up, and I suppose will be ready to commence 

operations with it in the spring. It has occurred to me a very suitable place to put Mary and let her take 

a through course of English education ï think of it and let me know your opinion. John & family will 

probably remove out next spring and will have a beautiful residence in the country, but I fear it will 

impose duties too onerous upon Elenora for her feeble constitution to bearé Our business has been 

gradually increasing until it has become public opinion that we have the best business stand in the town 

ï it is at least at the head of the principal part of the trade & we have a fair chance to get a proportion 

situated as we are, the uppermost house on the principal street, down which ȩ of the whole produce 

is hauled, we have determined to turn our attention more extensively toward the produce business ï 

buying wheat and corn. With a view to affect this object we purchased a vacant lot lying immediately 

west of us and adjoining the property extending to the Canal, upon which we are now building a ware 

house. Having tried the practice of the law and the mercantile business , jointly, for the past three years, 

it has clearly demonstrated to me the fact that one of the other must be suspended for two reasons ï 

too much business to do justice to and the probability of becoming but a mere ñworkerò  at either. The 

law is a jealous mistress, and admits of no rivals, whilst the mercantile business, properly conducted 

demands the undivided attention of the merchant. I would much rather be a successful merchant than 

a mere ñpettifoggerò, which must necessarily follow to him who divides his attention between the law 

and produce business. We have just closed our August term of Court and Matson my law partner who 



some year & a half ago moved to Cincinnati Ohio is about returning to our state to locate at Greencastle 

in Putnam County. é  

             You intimate a wish to have found my name amongst those returned from Indiana to Congress. It 

would certainly have gratified me very much to have met with you in that capacity, but circumstances 

prevented my making chase, although some of my friends whigs and Democrats are free to say that 

had I been the whig candidate in this District the result would have been different. As you probably will 

learn with as much interest perhaps as any one, the state of political parties in this district and our future 

prospects, I will state that the whigs and free soilers probably have a majority when united ï that in 

view of this fact and some expressions from free soilers favourable to my taking the field, it was resolved 

by our whig friends here that if possible I should get the track as an independent candidate. We took 

some pains to have a good understanding throughout the district, I rode principally over it atone time 

and affected an arrangement with the several whig aspirants to submit our respective merits as 

available candidates to a committee of friends to be selected by us, each, each one, they met but the 

friends of Col Watts apprised that I would be the 2d choice of all the rest of the several aspirants é 4 

or 5 é candidates ï men that had never been named in good faith as candidates before and thereby 

secured the choice for him by a close vote even after there unblushing trick ï to all of which we good 

humoredly submitted and gave the old Col our warm decided and active support, and came within 

between 50 & 100 votes of electing him. It is possible that I can get get to run the next canvas if I desire 

it - yet it is fully my opinion that my best interest is to keep out of politics as much as possible. We have 

almost affected a revolution in this County ï at the late election our independent ticket succeeded & a 

whig & independent democrat were returned for the Legislature ï the first whig elected to office in 11 

years so much for the policy of working kindly with the Germans. 

               I am decidedly for Scott and hope he will be our candidate ï with him we can succeed, without 

him we are beaten ï mark that ï I regret his native audience letter. 

               We spoke when last I saw you of applying for a clerkship at Washington City for you. I think that 

something can now be done in this way in the Treasury Department. If you will get your old friends in 

Baltimore Richd Johnson, McMahon & others to recommend you and enlist Pierce & Pratt in your behalf 

with such influence as I think I can bring to bear on Corwin you may very probably succeed é Jno H. 

Farquharéò  

      Haines, Eleonora, Green Mount [Richmond, Indiana] 8th Mo. 29th, 1852, to her brother George A. 

Farquhar, Baltimore 

       ñDear Brother, 

             é I suppose thee is aware of our situation now we have started a boarding school it is small this is 

the first session only 26 scholars next session will we expect be much larger I will send you one of our 

next circulars which will be printed before long that will give you a full account of the building and all 

how we would love to have your children here I have thought so much about them since we have been 

engaged here in this business. I do think you had better let Mary come I would love to have her and 

the others too William I expect thee could not spare but John and Mary I think you might our girls are 

from 13 to 17 except one 9 years old she is my Maryôs companion Mary has been trying to write to her 

cousin but she makes poor out of it she has not been writing long. John and Charles and Mary are in 

school William is the farmer has worked very hard this summer. 

             Lingan and family are all well have but the two children he is now in William Lynd and George 

Barnes store clerking Grocery. 



              I suppose thee has heard John is a candidate for Congress he was nominated and now is very 

much engaged in electioneering I suppose I might say many of his friends think he will be elected but I 

have my doubts about it. Sol Meredith was here a few days since & he says there is no doubt at all 

about it he thinks but he is a very warm friend of Johnôs. é 

             I do not know that I shall ever cross the mountains again but if I live until our rail road is all finished 

through I think I shall try for it but if thee were here and would see the cares I have on my shoulders 

thee would wonder how I could think of such a thing I have 2 Coloured girls in the kitchen one to tend 

dining room and one to wash and iron and one white girl for chamber maid thee may suppose girls are 

more plenty but they are just as hard to be had in private familys we have to give 1,50 a week  The 

Orthodox school has dwindled down to so small a number that they have dismissed the school they 

say they will commence in the fall with boys only and also say they will have to make some new 

arrangements they were too strict the schollars were very much dissatisfied so strict in dress and every 

thing indeed there had to be a chalk line drawn many of their schollars would come here if their parents 

would let them é Eleonora Hainesò   

      Farquhar, William P., Baltimore, August 26, 1852, to his cousin John Messler, Carroll County, Maryland 

      ñDear Cousin John, 

            I send you a life of Gen Scott which you must read and be sure to vote for him as he is the greatest 

man of the two candidates and I think he is going to be elected this book tells you all about his warfares 

from the beginning to the ending you folks must all do your best to elect him next November é there 

is a poll on every corner almost and the greater part of them are democrat to as you know this is the 

greatest state for them is this State but you will see the state coming up for Scotté Wm P Farquharò ï 

       Farquhar, William Lingan, Richmond [Indiana] Sep. 25th, 1852, to George A. Farquhar, Baltimore 

        Dear Brother, 

            After a long time I have got the money for the guns. I sold the target gun for sixteen last spring but 

concluded I would not send it until I got the other, the other I sold to Elias Edwards for fifteen dols he 

got possession of it and I did not get the money about two weeks since and have forwarded the amt $ 

31 by T. W. Hart who resides here and drives Horses to your city you will find him at the 3 Ton Tavern 

he left here on Tuesday 21st and expected to be in Baltimore in three weeks no bad luck, you will find 

him a very cleaver fellow and can tell you all about the folks hereé I suppose you are aware that John 

is a candidate for Congress and his friends are very sanguine of his success they say he is bound to 

be elected. Politics do not run so high here as at most other parts of the state. We expect the Rail Road 

to be completed here late this winter or early in the spring. We will have two Roads completed about 

the same time one called the Central the other the Richmond & Miami, the central via Dayton to Cinti  

the other via Eaton & Hamilton. John Haines has commenced his school with I think very Flattering 

prospects, he had some 26 scholars. I do not know exactly what his prospects are for the next session 

but I think they are good. é Richmond is improving considerable, they are putting up some fine store 

rooms on the old Morrison corner  as you can find in any country (most splendid). I am keeping books 

for Lynde Barns ... & Lynde & Hanes the last firm an Rail Road contractors. I am very much confined 

but like the business tolerably well, but I think I shall change my business tolerably well but I think I 

shall change my business in the Spring. I want to get some kind of berth on the Rail Road é the 

orthodox yearly meeting commences here next week, the Hixites hold theirs at Waynesville this year, 

our town is improving in regard to Churches, the Methodist and Presbyterian are each building new 

churches and rather fine onesé W. L. Farquharò  



      Farquhar, William L., Richmond [Indiana] July 20th, 1854, to his brother, George A. Farquhar, Baltimore 

      ñDear Brother, 

             é I saw Judge Perry this morning and he requested me to say to you that he made out the 

necessary papers and forwarded them to Neals attorney with notice of taking depositions in June é he 

has the case put off until next court in October so you can make your arrangements accordingly. é We 

have nothing new here business very dull, they say the know nothings are here but I do not know such 

to be the fact. There is quite an excitement here about the Nebraska swindle. Dave Holloway is 

nominated for Congress in this district and will be elected. John Farquhar thinks he could be elected in 

his district but will not except [sic] the nomination éò  

       Farquhar, William P., Baltimore, Oct. 6th, 1854, to his father, George A. Farquhar, Richmond, Indiana 

       ñDear Father, 

              You must excuse me for not writing to you sooner as we have been very busy at the store é I 

thought I would write any how and let you know something about the candidates for mayor and &c 

Samuel J. Hinks is candidate for Mayor and is going to be elected there is plenty of men betting on 

5,000 majority and some offer to bet on 7,000 he seems to please every body and canôt say anything 

against him Jno A Thompson is candidate for city council in the twelfth ward and Wm C Welsh for the 

second branch you ought to be hear there is going to be great times here on next Wensday Election 

day on last Tuesday night the democrats had a mass meeting on the Lexington Market Space it was 

attended principally by boys and commended raining and then they left mighty fast the next night they 

had one in the eighteenth ward and as they marched up Baltimore Street by Fremont a Party of men 

were standing there hallowing for Hinks and some one of the crowd throwed a Brick and then they had 

it for about five minutes right hard but the Police interfered and they stopped é 

           Hickson says you ought to be home by the Election but thinks ther is no hopes of it he sends his 

best respects to you Nace has not gone he is going to stay until after the Election é  Wm. P. Farquharò  

      Farquhar, Mary, Green Mount College [Richmond, Indiana] Dec. 1, 1855, to her father George A 

Farquhar, Baltimore 

       My dear Father, 

              é We are all well at this time with the exception of uncle John Hainesé The school is pretty large, 

more boys than girls, few here that were here when you were here. é I suppose you have heard before 

that Uncle Lingam has moved to Brookville. We are looking for Uncle John Farquhar he has not been 

here for some time é We are to have an examination at the end of this term we have three in one year. 

I have to have a paper, then as I was elected Editor. I would have been very glad to have gotten out of 

it for I have not commenced it yet, and it has to be read just the week before Christmasé Mary 

Farquharò  

       Farquhar, Mary E., Green Mount [Richmond, Indiana] Sept. 17th 1856(?), to her father George A. 

Farquhar, Baltimore 

      ñDear  

             é I thought as school has commenced I would write and tell you little about it, we have a great 

many more scholars than we had last session There are 27 girls and 28 boys and there are more a 

comingé It will soon be time to have compositions I would rather do anything else for every fourth day 



evening we have to have them and read them before all of the boys and girls it seems if I could only 

write them and would not have to read them I would not care. I think that I am getting to understand 

Grammar a great deal better ï I can parse some, when I first came I could not parse any, I did not know 

what it was to parse. We have three Teachers Jesse Wilson, Martha Ingrims and Susan Jarrett. I 

suppose you know that Lizzie Snowden left she was the old teacher. é Mary Farquhar 

      Farquhar, Mary E., Monrovia [Maryland] May [1857?] to her father, George A. Farquhar, Baltimore 

      ñDear Father, 

              éI received a letter from the ñWestò Aunt Eleanora, and all the children have gone to ñGreen 

Mountò at the time they broke the school was not very large, yet they expected quite a full school. Mary 

says it seems nothing like home like it used to, Aunt E expressed a great desire for me to be there, 

says she still looks to the time when I will be with them as of old. Uncle John H. boards at Mrs. Tabottôs 

in Cin. Goes up to the school every few weeks to see them. 

               They think uncle John Farquhar will be married this spring, he has bought a very nice house in 

Brookville is now about furnishing it. I have not heard from him for some time, he owes me a letter, but 

if the above is the fact, he is quite excusable, as I suppose he is very much taken up in making 

preparationé When you wrote you wished to know the name of this place, I believe it goes by the name 

of ñBennetts Creekò, Uncle Normôs House is on a very high hill, and now that the trees are decked with 

their foliage, it is about the prettiest place é Maryò 

       Farquhar, William Lingan, Richmond [IN] Nov 5/57 to George A Farquhar, Baltimore 

        ñDear Brother, 

              é we have returned to Richmond after an absence of two years. Margaret did not like Brookville, 

got here last week in our old House fortunately did not sell it. Richmond has got to be quite a Town 

since you were here. I intend opening an Auction house next week and my old friends flatter me that a 

good business can be done although there is another hereé under the pressing times could you not 

get me a lot of Dry goods to sell as times have changed how goods can be sold now ï to a very good 

advantage. I am offered clothing in Cincinnati and books and shall go down next week times are very 

hard in the city. Nothing doing and we see nothing in the country but Cincinnatiéò  

      Farquhar, John H., Brookville [Indiana] Oct. 10, 1858, to his nephew, John C. Farquhar, Baltimore 

      ñMy dear Nephew, 

             é You must on reflection be nearing your majority, and it is well to be looking out with the view of 

making if not a mark in the world, a niche in which to snugly make yourself comfortable. It is a very 

grave question whether Baltimore is the place for you. You will remember that from the highest law 

giver to man for his rule of action, we are taught, that ña Prophet is not without honour save in his own 

Countryò, which serves often to result in practice to the ordinary occupations of life. It is nevertheless 

true that there are exceptions to all general rules, and to this of course, as we occasionally see men by 

determination of purpose and force of character succeed eminently amongst those with whom they are 

reared and associated. There is a wide field open in the west for young men of character. I mean upright 

moral, trustworthy, persevering, energetic, industrious young men. This however, is a bad time to 

venture until a place is first secured. The west is almost crushed under the effects  of the commercial 

crisis that depict so vividly as paralyzing the energies and dwarfing your own beautiful city. There is 

scarcely a business house in City, Town or Country but has been for the last 8 moths, and still is 



contracting its operations, and reducing its number of employees. The grocery business fortunately is 

one that by necessity has to be patronized, and the chances may be better in that line, than any other. 

I will when next in Cincinnati make enquiry among my acquaintances in that trade, as to the probable 

chance for a situation. In our little town two thirds of the clerks employed a year ago have been 

dispensed with & but little prospect of their places to fill soon again. I am very sorry to learn that William 

is and has been so long out of business, and hope that he has not been idle all the time. It is not a high 

mark of a business man, that will fold his arms and do nothing, because the particular branch of 

business he is most familiar with, fails to furnish him employment. The great beauty of our government 

and the principles of the Republican party is that labor is honorable é Let it not then be said of us ñwhy 

stand you here idle?ò but if one branch of employment fails us, let us turn to another remembering that 

ñlabour is honourableò and ñidleness the parent of Sin.ò I had a slight intimation from Aunt Eleonora & 

cousin Mary Haines, that Mary E F might possibly become a bride. If it should prove true, she has my 

cordial prayer that it may prove congenial and advantageousé 

             We are on the eve of important elections in the west and in much excitement . I have tried to keep 

out of it, have made a few speeches, but taken little part é Jno H. Farquharò  

       Chambers, R. B., Saint Louis, March 20, 1859, to John [c. Farquhar] 

       ñDear John, 

              I take this opportunity sending a line to let you know how I am getting along which is first rate with 

exception of a sprained rist é this is a great country out here Sunday aint eny more than a week days 

they have balls on Sunday night the People just injoy themselves most every bar room is a hoar house 

plenty of focking out here you have to Pay very dear for it you canôt get it good  for less than five & ten 

dollars a jump you may know that a fellow will make a dam good jump at that Price I got some about a 

week ago é give my love to all the Boys and tell them I hope some of them will come out tell cap to 

come out right away for He can get plenty of work to do if intends to come out tell him to go to the 

corner of Fells St & Broadway and by a emigrant ticket For he can get a through ticket for $ 12.00 

dollars other wise he will have to pay $ 22.00 dollar  é there is lots of Baltimore Boys out here é R. B. 

Chambers éò  

       Farquhar, Mary E., Hyattstown, [Maryland] Jan. 19, 1860, to her father, George A. Farquhar 

       ñDear Father, 

               é it seems strange to me to think that I have gotten back so soon, as I did not expect, when I last 

saw you that I would leave Georgetown until I left for the West ï but Dr. H.[ershey] my friend, that you 

have long heard of, hearing of this would not consent to it, and came after me, and as it was his wish 

that I should come here, and remain until the necessary arrangements for our being married could be 

made, I have done so. He does not know exactly what he will do, whether he will remain here, or leave, 

I expect it will be much better if he finds some other place, as a great number of persons here are 

opposed to his marrying me, the lady with whom he boards is so much against it that, that when she 

heard it was to be, (he informed her himself) she told him she could board him no longer, had it not 

been for these things we would have been married before this ï I hope you will be satisfied that all is 

right, for I have reasons for having the greatest confidence in Dr. and do not fear so trust him é. M.E.F.ò  

 

 



       Farquhar, John C., Sams Creek Carroll Co. Md, Sunday May 5th, 1861, to his father George A. 

Farquhar, Baltimore 

       ñDear Father, 

            é There was to have been a mass meeting at Union town yesterday but the bad weather caused 

a slim attendance and it was postponed until next Wednesday they passed some of the best resolutions 

ever I heard of pledging themselves to stand by the administration at all hazard and censuring that 

contemptible Legislature for their illegal proceedings they say further they intend to remain in the Union 

if they have to call on Pennsylvania to protect them, that they want no convention under no 

circumstances whatever. The folks here consider Swann the best man in the state, and I believe if he 

was nominated for Governor he would sweep everything, they all say if he had been mayor that there 

would have been no mob in Baltimore. I seen E Stouffer is here he says there is nothing doing in city 

at all he looks as fat as a pig and intend to stay until July. é Willi says if you donôt hang them 

Seseshenners he will not let you come to see him as he wants nothing to do with anyone that wouldnôté 

Jno C. Farquharò  

      Farquhar, William Lingan, Near Sandy Hook [Maryland] Aug 10/61 to his brother George A. Farquhar, 

Baltimore 

       ñDear Bro, 

            I received yours in due time but have neglected writing sooner. We moved on yesterday about 3 

miles above Sandy Hook in the valley east of Md Heights. I wish you could come up and see usé I 

think we are not more than 12 miles from Frederick. I have a good horse but the Q. M. is using him at 

present when he gets one and you come up you can travel around and see the different camps. é I do 

not know how long I shall remain here, as I have no appointment there being a misunderstanding regard 

to this department the Q. M. & commissary are both included in the Q. M. consequently I am acting as 

clerk and do not know any thing about wages &c but I shall remain  until the Q. M. gets a Horse as he 

is using mine and I expect him to pay me for his services. Enclosed find 5$ Pittsburgh funds. I want you 

to get me some of Hicksons best whiskey and send me by express pack in box in qt bottles say one 

gallon and 1 $ worth of the best cavendish tobacco é direct as before 16 reg as assistantéò  

      Haines, Mary E., Green Mount [Richmond, Indiana] Sept. 1st 1861, to her uncle, George A. Farquhar, 

Baltimore 

       ñMy dear Uncle, 

              é we have felt uneasy about you, indeed all of our friends there, but remember if you are in any 

danger there that the ark of safety is Green Mount. I often feel as though I would love to see you all, 

but feel safer in our good old ñHoosier Stateò than I would there at present. I never dreamed of living to 

see this great and glorious union in such a state of affairs as it now is ï I hope and pray our glorious 

union may be preserved without so much bloodshed and the ñStars and Stripesò may still wave oôer the 

land of the free and the home of the brave, it is sad to think of so many happy homes now rendered 

almost desolate ï I have a great many friends in the army several in the 16th regiment, it was hard to 

bid them adieu for I felt that some I would never see again yet I feel my friends have so good a right to 

go as others, we are certainly not worthy free homes, and a star spangled banner if when the 

emergency comes we cannot see our friends act in the defensive ï my best wishes are with them 

wherever they go or whatever their lots may be. The 16th are now encamped one mile north of 

Washington. I had a letter from one of them they do not fare as well as when here they all had some 

friends here, we used to take them a great  deal, poor fellows were glad to get it. I am sorry you did not 



see Uncle Lingan he was anxious to see you, probably you can see him yet. Uncle John has a recruiting 

station in Brookville, but gets few men it is hard to get them for the regular army. I was down there on 

a visit a few weeks agoé It is hard to see Uncles going, but we may soon have to give up Fathers & 

brothers and many who are dear to us ï It is dreadful to think that we are plunged into all the horrors 

of a civil war, when will it all end? Not for months and I fear years will roll around before our country is 

again at peace ï Everyone here is crying hard times, and of course you feel it more there than we here 

ï in Cincinnati hundreds have been thrown out of employment and what are they to do? It seems so 

hard so many poor that have nothing, and can get nothing to do, it seems so hard Father never worked 

harder than he does now.  Will has moved into town leaving us the care of the whole farm Father has 

discharged his hands, has the little boys to help him we feel that we must do with as little as possible 

now for with us it is all outgo, nothing coming in, the product of the farm brings very little ï We are 

anxious to get this house off our hands, but cannot sell at any price now. 

                You are all out of business, it seems too bad, I expect things are very dull there, and I guess are 

everywhere. 

              Mother says if you can leave there and feel in any danger to come here our house is large enough 

to accommodate several of youé We have a young man here from Va who had to go into the southern 

army or leave right away ï some of our friends had to wade the river at night ï Ind is full of refugees, 

there are several here who left at an hourôs warning ï it seems hard they should thus be driven from 

their homes. I might say with nothing but what they wore on their backs. I remember when I was quite 

small of reading of war, and thinking it so terrible, never thought Iôd live to see anything of the kind. You 

saw Sol Meredith, he is rather a fine looking officer. The papers speak highly of him & his regiment he 

had a fine set of men ï his son is 1st Lieut in the regular army is here recruiting, is nearly as tall as Sol 

but is dissipated. You also saw John Winslow he has changed since he was here is a pretty hard case 

but will I guess make a good soldier. We think all our ñHoosiersò will, they have done well so far have 

got their names up. It is amusing to hear some of the three months men talk that have returned, they 

think they did wonders é 

              We are preparing for Yearly Meeting you had better come out I wish you could é I donôt suppose 

it will be as largely attended as it usually is ï we are not very good Quakers here seldom attend meeting 

except Mother. Will has been disowned on account of Odd Fellowship expect they will have me out 

nexté I had a letter from Ellis Coaleôs daughter she ought to be hung, she is a hot secessionist ï I 

would not answer it, I wonder if her Father is. A secessionist canôt dwell here long, he is notified to 

depart, or take the sad alternative of being hung, there are few of that set here é Mary E. Hainesò  

       Farquhar, William Lingan, Camp near Daines town Md Novr 8/61, to brother, George A Farquhar, 

Baltimore 

       ñDear Brother, 

             You must pardon me for not writing sooner. I have had so much work to do that I had not time. I 

have been doing the writing for Qr Master & Commissary department which is two mens work but will 

shortly be relieved of one branch. I have just heard the glorious majority you give for the Union at your 

recent election. We have been marching all over Montgomery County since we left Hyattstown, and 

have just got back to the same neighborhood after our first march from Hyattstown. We cannot form 

any idea of our destination or winter quarters I think there will be a grand move made before long but 

cannot tell, it is getting pretty cold up here but we are comfortably fixed having a stove and keep 

comfortable, one of our men was shot today by the accidental discharge of a gun, he died instantly. 



Recruiting officers started to Indiana to day to Recruit our regiment to 1000é I heard that John 

Farquhar had been appointed Lt Col of a Regt in Indiana, tell me where Jno C. Farquhar is é ñ  

       Farquhar, John C., Baltimore, July 18th, 1862, to his father, George A. Farquhar 

       ñMy dear Father, 

               é The times are as dull as ever, change is still scarce gold was selling at 18 cents and silver 12 

yesterday. It is thought that gold will go up to 25 but I donôt believe it. 

              The war news are not as encouraging this week as I would like to hear it. This morning paper 

states that there is anticipated an attack on Winchester again and that the Federals have moved all 

their store back to Harpers Ferryé Mary says she heard that Uncle John Farquhar was appointed a 

captain in the Regular Armyé ñ  

       Farquhar, William L., In camp 8 miles South East Kingston N.C. Sunday March 12th, 1865, to his brother 

George A. Farquhar 

       ñDear Brother, 

            I received your letter on board Steam Ship New York whilst laying at Alexandria. We had I suppose 

what seafaring men would call a pleasant trip from Alexandria to Fort Fisher but I could not see it. I 

was very sick after we got into ocean é was taken ashore on Tues and got aboard cars and arrived 

at New Bern about midnight in the rain next day layed there 4 days got some fine shad and some poor 

oysters, started on march on foot (my horse not arrived) march 9 miles for  two days through the 

Carolina swamps mud and water é nearly all the way ï Halted 2 days and my horse came up & 

marched to this point, we have had a hard little fight here but we drove them in there holes at Kingston 

all has been quiet here yesterday and today. They outnumbered us very much. One division of 

Mississippians come up the last day of the fight, who fought us at Franklin Tenn. They undertook to 

flank our left, we took 917 of them prisoner ï our Regiment lost Heavily about 70 killed and wounded 

mostly wounded ï but the Jonnyôs suffered very much as they undertook to charge us on several 

occasions  and we always repulsed them with heavy loss to them we are informed that they are very 

strongly fortifiedé we will have hard work before we get thru but we are going é Schofield is here 

and we expect our 2nd & 3d Divisions up every moment, we had but few troops here. I think the rebs 

must of outnumbered us at least 50 per cent but we whaled them at that. The country here is as level 

as a prairie and thick set with pine so that we could use artillery to poor advantage é W. L. Farquhar 

éò  

       Farquhar, William L., Charlotte, N.C., June 1/65, to his brother George A. Farquhar, Baltimore 

       ñDear Brother, 

              I received your kind favor on yesterdayé This is the meanest rebel hole we have ever been in. I 

have been to Guilford county and passed within 3 miles of Beards Hatt shop the old man is still living. 

We were within 10 miles of Dobsonôs cross Roads, saw several persons that had sons and son in 

Laws in Indiana, it is a better country than I expected to see. We passed within 3 miles of Deep River 

settlement of Friends. Charlotte is a very pretty place some very handsome Residences and yards, 

but they are worse used up here than any place we have been, (I mean financially) they have no 

money, at Raleigh they had plenty of Goldé. W. L. Farquharò  

 



        Leavitt, C. M., Aberdeen, Harford Co., [Maryland] July 28, 1865, to George A. Farquhar, Baltimore 

        ñFriend G. Farquhar, 

                 Circumstances and hints given out, gives me some apprehension of a probability of riotous 

proceedings about the time of registration day, I have had an idea of suggesting to Major General 

Hancock  Military Commander to lend us, (that is, our neighborhood) a squad of about a dozen veteran 

Cavalry well mounted good Horses (Infantry would be of no use) not stationed exactly right here that 

would create suspicion, but at H De Grace 5 miles off their duties to dash up and down the roads every 

two or 3 days, say through Aberdeen X Roads to Bel Air and back again é to H De Grace and to be 

always ready for any call ï I am not a faint man you ought  to know that, I have disregarded loud 

talking for over four years ï but this time it is not loud talking ï a few veteran men would save all 

trouble they would be as quiet as mice, I know them well, that is the the troublesome men ï would you 

show this Letter to Genl Hancock or please inform me soon how to direct a Letter to him, where his 

head quarters are éò 

        Norwood, Randolph, Fort Sedgwick, C. [olorado] T. Nov. 27th, 1866, to George A. Farquhar, Baltimore 

        ñDear friend, 

               Your letter written previous to the elections I received and regret your fond anticipations were not 

realized. I wrote to Sumner that I heard the news the morning following. 

               I watched every indication thought the commissioners would be successful, but like many things 

that look brightest before its close, so my eager fancies dwelt until night closed around and shut out 

my last fond hope for success. 

              I hope some giant mind may spring up amidst the ruins of state and fire the pure and patriotic 

people who dwell among so much hypocrisy. No Davis to charge like well disciplined Cavalry and 

scatter the horde into confusion, none in power to console the drooping spirits of those who have 

passed through fire and come out undefiled. 

             Those tender hearted men who have been duped into conservatism will feel the rod ere many 

months roll around and may if fall doubly severe on them for their treachery. 

               Sweet Maryland thy groves were green and sparkling were thy rills, but its verdure will fade and 

its streams become overgrown and lose their cultivated beauty, prosperity will pass her and like her 

sisters South grow beautifully less until she become redeemed from the foul blot upon her 

escutcheons. 

                The National Congress will remedy many evils that may depress those who should be of good 

spirit, the result in Maryland the good thinking people north will correct all things by their 

Representation. So bide your time. 

               I am thankful for your generous offer to assist me in obtaining promotion I leave it entirely in your 

hands. I assure you I shall never forget your constant manifestations solidly in behalf of myself and 

those of my friends who are in favor of freedom & equal rights in opposition to Rebels. I may be able 

to return for it substantially during life.  

                Thanksgiving day has passed we had no kind hand to administer to our appetites, our tables did 

not groan under the weight of eatables and hearts that should have been directed to God were 



engaged in preparing shelter for men and animals. So differently from what you folks enjoyed and for 

which the necessary thanks were given. 

             Our weather so far has been very pleasant We have had several storms é but old travellers along 

this route é say with civilizations increase the rains. So in a few years we may have these immense 

plains covered with growing crops instead of short grass on which subsist alone the buffalo, but they 

have disappeared, and gone where the white man seldom visits south of the darker Republican & 

cover the bottoms along the Arkansas.  

              At present writing a heavy black cloud is rising in the west I judge it is going to give us a touch of 

a severe blow. I have not seen any of the severe ones on the Platte they were strong at Dodge for 

hundred of miles north south east & west  nothing to disturb its revels when the storm king rages.  é 

R Norwoodò  

         Norwood, Randolph, Fort Laramie D. T., March 17, 1867, to George A Farquhar, Baltimore 

        ñDear Friend, 

               Your letter I got this morning as the mail starts tomorrow I am officer of the day, Saturday & no 

drill, excused from school recitations of tactics, I thought I had better steal a few moments and answer 

your interesting letter é  

                I will use every care to continue in health & preserve my self from the knife of the Red skins, & 

feel assured I will try to continue to perform my duties to merit the esteem of my superiors. You mention 

my having a leave of absence I do not expect it until this campaign is over & then it must come through 

a member of Congress. I think Sumner may be ably assisted by friends to procure it. 

                I regret to learn business is so flat in Balto & trust something may revive it when spring opens, 

much suffering exists among the poorer classes, I was glad to learn John obtained a situation in 

Washington. é Sumner wrote me you had employment under Smith I assure you I felt happy to know 

your faithful services in former positions is rewarded again. I notice the political muddle is fast working 

itself into extremes I hope Congress may appoint a military governor  who will rule with an iron hand 

until light shall be brought into the darkness that covers our old state. I regret to hear your brotherôs 

term has expired, I suppose it must be a great relief to him. I am in comparative exile, we or I do not 

get my Balt. papers, must be stolen from the mail. 

               Our expedition starts during next month it looks very much to me like it was a fizzle éò 

        Farquhar, John C., Treasury Department, Second Auditorôs Office, April 14, 1867, to his father George 

A. Farquhar, Baltimore 

        ñMy dear Father, 

              é I take these few spare moments to write you these few lines to ask if it is worth my while to 

come up on next Wednesday to vote  there is several strong Radicals here and they say we will defeat 

these Copperheads if we all vote. I would like to come but I canôt afford to pay my way up so if you 

can get me a free pass I wish you would send it so that I can get it by next Tuesdayé I saw Taylor 

yesterday and he was pretty well up, he smelt quite strong of the ardent, he says he was up last week 

and tried to see you but failed he says the Radicals are all right. é.ò  

 



      Farquhar, John C. (son of George A.) Washington, D.C., April 15th, 1867 to his wife, Baltimore 

      ñMy dear wife, 

            é I donôt think I will be any bother to you much longer, for the way I feel now I donôt intend to bother 

you, as you have treated me most scandalously in the last three months and more especially when I 

was up last week, for you hardly took any notice of me whatever, the more I think of it the worse I feel. 

I have always tried to fulfill the promises I made when we were married and if in my feeble efforts I 

have deviated from that promise I hope you will forgive me, for Mandy we are all weak mortals and 

are liable to make é mistakes but it seems to me the more I try to conciliate  more harsh you are to 

me, as I have tried to mend my ways while here & to be ridiculed by one who should encourage me in 

my feeble efforts towards piety, I think rather hard. When I was up you never talked to me unless I 

would ask some questions and then it was not withy that freedom of conduct that characterizes a true 

and noble wife but with that bitter spirit that marks the world with hatred. Your mother says you are 

not the same since she went up to nurse Mr. Mahoney as you claim that I treated you badly then, now 

Mandy if I did I canôt bring to mind any harsh words. I might perhaps went out at night but I never went 

out unless I had to, now I honestly say that if there is not a change for the better I will leave you, for I 

donôt intend to worry my life out in such a turmoil if you think that you canôt forgive me and act otherwise 

than you have done I want you to say so honestly and openly for Mandy this way of living is not only 

injurious to us but it has a bad influence on our beloved little daughter, who is just the age to pick up 

the bad qualities of the parentsé I often think perhaps it would be better if she were taken from us 

now in her tender years for I donôt think we are capable of raising such a sweet & tender flower. I want 

you to think and reason with yourself calmly, donôt answer this letter in a moment of passion but when 

you are quiet é Jnoò  

       Norwood, Randolph, Fort Sedgwick C.T. Sept. 10th, 1867, to George A Farquhar, Baltimore 

       ñDear Friend, 

               Yours dated Aug. 1st I have made several attempts to answer it, have been so situated that it was 

impossible until the present. I assure you that your letters give me a great deal of pleasure, I get a 

better and more perfect history of affairs in our cursed state.  

               I am beginning to think that even handed justice is a pretty thing for innocent people to speak 

about but  am certain no such thing exist in the affairs of our state and country, to me the political 

horizon looks lowering, all from the tardy working of our last Congress, that Judas Benedict Arnold or 

whatever you may please to term him should have been impeached and rid the executive mansion of 

his presence. 

              When we get rid of Heinz this Congress ought to do something for Maryland. I think we are cursed 

with an infernal set of fools or people that do not understand the true decrees. Old Thaddeus Stevens 

comprehends and if those timid creatures would strike as boldly as he, we would soon put the 

copperheads level & allies to plight and to a political extermination, may god soon send it Californias 

distresses our voting is indicative of what some of the other states will do unless Congress acts 

speedily on impeachment. é R. Norwoodò  

 

 

 



         Farquhar, John C., Washington, D.C., Oct. 6th, 1867, to father, George A. Farquhar 

          ñMy dear Father, 

                 é every body appears to have quieted down since the election and most every one appears 

ready to go with the strongest side and the general impression is that the impeachment question will 

wind up in smoke for to tell the truth I believe the Republican Party is on its last pins for from the 

reports coming in from all parts of the country they are afraid of A J and he is now cock of the walk, 

they certainly deserve their fate especially in Maryland for when we had the power they had not the 

courage to pass an act giving suffrage to colored men and now they are depending upon Congress to 

do what they should have done. Maryland lost her all when our beloved statesman Davis died for he 

always worked himself and did not depend on anyone for help but believed in doing everything right, 

that the world might see that he was sincere in all things. I donôt think Congress will do anything for I 

donôt see any in the new Constitution that is not republican and its all moonshine to talk about and the 

only way for us is to go to work and in the course of time we will have strength to upset Swann and 

traitors. éò  

         Farquhar, John C., Hyattstown, Maryland, Oct. 6, 1868, to his father, George A. Farquhar, Baltimore 

         ñMy dear father, 

                 é I got yesterdayôs American it made me feel overjoyed at the terrible onslaught upon the 

democracy they are woefully begone here and have given up the ghost. Tom Smith was perfectly wild, 

had his flag stretched across the road. The Rads say that they will elect Weisel to Congress. I have 

talked to one or two democrats and they say now they wont vote as Grant will be elected and they 

donôt care for the country will be ruined éJohnò  

        Norwood, Randolph, Fort Sanders, W.[yoming] T.[erritory], Oct. 7th, 1868, to George A Farquhar, 

Baltimore 

         ñDear Friend, 

               Yours reached me sometime ago, I would have replied sooner if I had the time, I have been on 

the go ever since I reported for duty at this distant & elevated post. In pursuit of Indians and thieving 

white men. I went after some of these mountain robbers that stole the government herd from the corral 

at night the citizen watchman was an accomplice, it was about 5 in the morning was not reported to 

the Comdg officer until Reveille (6 oôclock) rode some 30 miles overtook them, had a skirmish é the 

thieves wounded 2 of my horses but rather sad for them they got it more seriously. é 

                      I would like very much to be east to look how you folks are working the campaign I sincerely 

wish with you Grant may be electedé This post is located on the western slope of the ranges of the 

Rocky Mountains at an elevation of 7000 feet, beyond this range we the summit range about 75 miles 

west, its peaks are perpetually covered with snow. I was sent here to command Co. ñRò 2d C.S.C. has 

been neglected by inexperienced officers, I am getting it in good condition. This life is at times 

extremely rough but so full of changes that it is altogether very pleasant. é R. Norwoodò  

 

 

 



         Norwood, Randolph, Fort Sedgwick C.T. March 17th, 1869, to George A. Farquhar, Baltimore 

         ñEsteemed Friend, 

              I promised to write you on my return I would have done so before this if not for the constant 

agitation of the bill for the reduction of the Army in our little circles. Tomorrow will settle our minds the 

army & navy journal will give us the bill and how the absorption is to be brought about.  

              The reduction is from 215 regiments of Infantry to 25 and up to the present we have had nothing 

to indicate what is to be done with the surplus officers. 

              Some are of the opinion the cavalry and artillery will have to take others in, our organizations, 

when vacancies occur, heretofore we promoted by corps. The law expressly prohibits any new 

commission being issued or promotions so unless we have some information in our journal tomorrow 

we will be in suspense another week.  

               I hope Congress is done with Army matters for the next century, just look at their course at the 

close of the war our army was increased to its present strength 10 regiment of cavalry 5 of artillery 

and 215 of Infantry. The cavalry and artillery remain untouched ï The strength at the close of the war 

30 regiments as follows, 6 regiments of cavalry 5 or artillery and 19 of Infantry, enough for all purposes, 

but some fools I suppose wanted to provide some bumming political friends and made 8 of the 3 

battalions regiments 27 regiments as perfectly useless a thing as stupidity and ignorance ever did in 

reference to Army mattersé The reduction will make promotion so slow that those not captains , rather 

than serve a life time in subaltern grades as 1st & 2d Lieutenants will leave the profession for something 

in civil life, either to starve or fight the combinations for a livelihood. 

           We are almost tempted to do as Job was, not to curse our maker, but our ungrateful country and 

die.  So many that left civil life after the close of war that were in business or preparing to do something 

that will leave to start fresh, after the best years of their lives have been devoted to their country. 

            It is useless for me to comment we are the tools of politicians and he is happiest that spurns the 

politician as if they were dogs. I am going it blind I will reserve my spleen for the future I will understand 

better and then better determine what I among the many will do. 

               I suppose the wild hunt for office has commenced more patriotism on the market than ever known 

before. Some men from afar are heroes now, when the smoke and shock of battle is over. 

              To be brave is not only those that were and did expose themselves to the dangers of battle, trues 

less danger existed away from it, but you and the little band of loyal hearts that believed in God and 

trusted in the right, your smiles and tears of sympathy recorded in the hearts of the bold men of war 

and their lasting gratitude in response did show you that the men that rallied to their countryôs standard 

were grateful even if our present rulers are ungrateful. 

               I said bravery does not only exist with those that face an enemy in battle, such sprits as you and 

others that withstood the taunts abuse and threats against your life by that element now in possession 

of our state government murdered our President I repeat it you were brave it required courage to 

defend your countryôs cause. é 

               I hope your past efforts will not be overlooked and if the political elements that have nearly 

legislated me and others out. I trust yours will be appreciated and rewarded with an easy position é 

Ran Norwoodò  



        Farquhar, John C., Washington, D.C., April 19, 1870, to his father, George A. Farquhar, Baltimore 

        ñMy dear Father, 

              é The new citizens had a magnificent turn out last Friday in honor of the 15 Amendment, the finest 

and most orderly I ever saw and it made me feel proud to see them turn out and there is but one thing 

more for to be done for them and that is give them the same privilege the whites have on R. R. Public 

houses and places of worship, amusement and then you can call this a free Republic in the true sense 

of the word and until that time itôs all foolish to cry out our great Free Republic, donôt think this a new 

idea of mine for you know I always thought they should have the same privilege whites enjoy é Jno 

C. Farquharò  

       Hershey, Mary E. Farquhar, Hyattstown, Montgomery Co. [Maryland] to her brother, John C.    

Farquhar, [Washington, D.C.] 

        ñMy Dear Brother, 

             é I must acknowledge  I am a little blue, and here let me mention (as you wished I would) the 

Doctor has drank nothing stronger than cider, but I see this is growing stronger in him and I fear, it 

may get to be something more serious, for this is the way he did before, in fact the cider today has 

acted just like whiskey, but perhaps this is only meeting trouble half way, so I will try to hope for better 

times do not say a word about it when you write, for it would only make him angry, he is considerably 

worried about getting a house, for it is now very uncertain whether we can get more than the two 

rooms we have and you know this is too much cramped for any length of time, although we seem to 

get along very well now, for I think I could get along with Mrs L ï or most any one else for if there is 

contention you know I usually give up if I even think Iôm right for I have learned by experience that 

there is no particular credit deserved from so doing éò  

        Collection Inventory  

        The collection can be divided into the following sections: 
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B. Letters to George A, Farquhar- 1830ôs, 23 letters, 45 pages 
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J. Letter by William P. Farquhar (brother of George A. Farquhar) to cousin, 1852, 1 letter, 1 

page 

K. Manuscript Petition of Thomas Cross to Maryland General Assembly for financial relief, 

Cross was a veteran of the Fort George Expedition and defended Baltimore in 1814, in a 

unit commanded by William P. Farquhar, signed by W. P. Farquhar, 1829, 3 pages 

 

 



L. Manuscript Petition in support of the Candidacy of Genl. McCarty in the 5th Congressional 

District of Indiana, signed by George A. Farquhar, among others, 1841, 4 pages 

M. Letters to Melinda Farquhar (Mrs. George A. Farquhar).,1853-1869, 4 letters, 14 pages 

N. Farquhar, Legal Papers, Deeds, Estate Papers, Wills, et cetera, 34 items 
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R. Farquhar, George A., Printed Circular Letter, 1827, seeking support for his appointment as 

Committee Clerk, House of Delegates, Annapolis 

                1.2  

                A. Letters to John C. Farquhar (son of George A. Farquhar), 1850ôs, 10 letters, 35 pages 
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The Archive: $ 7,500.00 



 
 

1867 Old Lincoln friend as embattled U.S. Grant Treasury agent 

 

11. (Illinois) Cassell, R. T., Autograph Letter Signed. Eureka, Illinois. Nov. 28, 1869, to John D. Strong, 

Washington, D.C.  

       Quarto. Four pages, formerly folded, else in very good, clean and legible condition. 

 

"...I have long known that the Cos. Are after my scalp. And was it not that I think it would gratify them, I 

would send in my resignation but that would please them too well. It is being annoying to have a set of 

blood hounds on your track from one end of the country to the other. I have had friends at Washington 

who have kept me posted. It was reported at Washington that I had made a large amt of money out of 

the Sturges Case, this was referred to a Revenue Agt by the name [of] Lawrence who after guiding it 

through investigation had to report that there was nothing on the charge. While that matter was under 

investigation Mr. Rollins wrote a friend of mine...that the charge was so unreasonable on its face that it 

was not ever thought advisable to suspend me during the investigation. I am told I have been reported 

as a drunkard, gambling libertine and God knows what else. I have paid no attention to any of these 

things, discharged my duty honestly,  and faithfully. I am certain I have caused more Seizures than any 

two agents in the North West. I have not made as much money as some of them, but what I have made 



I made honestly. Had I residence at Chicago, I could have made more money than I have, but I thought 

if I left there, these devils would let me alone, but it seems they are not satisfied...I want you to say to 

[US Senator Shelby] Cullom and [Illinois] Gov. [Richard] Yates that while I would like to hold on a few 

months, yet if there is any possibility of my being suspended, I would much prefer sending in my 

resignation. I know Cullom will look after my interest at Washington, but I want you to call his attention 

to my case...so that I may not be taken by surprise. If these hounds confine themselves to the truth, I 

have nothing to fear, but such men...Stacy, Bell, Dunlop & Co. you know will do anything to accomplish 

my ruin and yet I canôt see why! I did all I could to help Stacy get position as for Dunlop I know but little 

about him éò  

 

    Robert T. Cassell, born, like his friends Abraham Lincoln, Shelby Cullom and Richard Yates in 

Kentucky, moved with his family to Illinois in 1831. He became a lawyer near Peoria in 1851, and as 

Justice of the Peace in the decade before the Civil War, was closely associated with Lincoln in various 

legal matters, as well as working with Lincoln in 1856 to shape the new Republican Party.  After the 

War and Lincolnôs death, Cassell was elected a Republican state legislator and in 1868, appointed by 

President Grant a Special Agent of the US Treasury Department, working out of Philadelphia and 

Chicago. The charges against him, detailed in this letter, were the first wave of allegations of rife 

corruption that would trouble the Grant Administration throughout the Presidentôs years in office.  

 

$ 125.00 



 
 

12. (Illinois) Rowe, J. S., Autograph Letter Signed, Foxwoods, Illinois, February 13, 1837, to Mr. 

Isaac Parish, Alexander, Genesee County, New York 

     folio, three pages, plus stamp less address leaf, formerly folded, some light staining, portion of text 

missing due to careless opening, else in good, legible condition. 

 

       Letter written by an early Illinois pioneer settler, likely a woman, describes conditions in her new 

home to family back in Genesee County, New York 

 

     ñDear children we receivd yours the 11 and was vary glad to here you were all well Newtons people 

arrivd here the 13 of June started from Wales 21 of May had a long tedious journey started from 

Buffalo on the steamer Detroit and went as far as Detroit and took the ship Juli Palmer  had 400 

passengers their acomodations limited there were 4 deaths on board an old lady  from Ithaca a young 

man and 2 children the children were sick with the measles é Newton is to work in Arora not in Erie 

Co but State of Ill in Cain Co é he gets from 9 12dollars pr coat 3 for pantaloons he is in a pretty ville 

9 miles from here on the Fox river we have a beautiful season our crops look fine é Nelson Thomas 



an wife were here week before last é he has put in 35 acres spring cropsé Henderson is keeping 

tavern in Elgion on the Fox 16 miles above here and Gams Thomas is with them you wrote you heard 

provision was scarce I wish the people in York state had as plenty as we have é she tells of the 

sufferings of the poor a nough to make your heart ache she says she never visited Sally Dolittle the 

house bears a bad name she thinks Miss Ausburn was one of the wors woman in the world she says 

she knows no hurt of Sally but she donôt have any respectable company she thinks it is a bad mark 

to live there with out any other female when her character is not fair she is a visiting in the other 

house this afternoon in company with the Miss Germans. Charles Hitchcock com on the ship to see 

Newtons folks at fort Gratiot sends his best é he lives of a gainst fort Gratiot é we got some medicine 

from that Doct that cured Howard in Chicago by the name of Branard that helps it I think if it ever 

returns as bad as last winter I shall have it cut out he took a young mans leg of at the hip joint a thing 

scarcely ever none é I am growing old but able to do what I would have to give a hired girl $ 2 pr 

week and then if she was hard worked Doct Carkôs daughter of Atica keeps our school if you get 

capable of keeping school  you can have a chance é I think you will be able to maintain your self lay 

up some for a rainy day wages are vary high  their came a woman from Byron with a Black man her 

husband é they have a claim .. and he is rasing a crop to make himself ready for a begin[ing] She 

has a little girl has gone in and does the work of man[?]  é and has 20 shiling an her little girl boarded 

pr weeké. A man hung himself in Chicago the 10 of June had bin wating some days for his wifeôs 

arrival from the East Ohio and got in with some gambling sharpers an gambled his money away and 

had none to pay her freighté George was there when she arrived the Hotel was crowded to see her 

a butiful woman with 3 vary handsome children, the way they handed her money wasnôt slow the capt 

gave her passage and offerd to take her back for the same. She chose to stay an visit her relation he 

had a claim an spar horses an wagon and had been keeping school and got considerable money é 

wheat has ben as high as $ 2 an corn one buck wheat has been sold 1 or 2 d é you can sow on the 

sod and get a great crop we have sown 4 acresé donôt fear our starving because you se people 

sufer in your cold starved country nothing we need so much as a deed your land an good building to 

make people proud for the soil is first best such a garden as I have on the sod é J. S. Roweò 

 

$ 175.00 



 

1842 Indiana politician lobbies in Washington for claims against Midwestern Tribes ï and threatens violence 

13. (Indiana) Bearss, Daniel Robert, Autograph Letter Signed, as a member of the Indiana House of 

Representatives, to his wife, Emma A. Bearss, Washington, August 25, 1842  

      Quarto, 4 pages, including stamp less address leaf, paper browned, some staining, two small holes 

from seal opening with no significant loss of text, else in good condition. 

          A merchant, farmer, and politician who had emigrated to the Midwest frontier from New York, Bearss 

first went to work for a firm engaged in the Indian trade until opening his own mercantile business, 

growing wealthy from land and business investments. He was elected as a Whig to the Indiana 

Legislature in 1841, serving in both legislative houses for 12 years, before, during and after the Civil 

War. Switching to the new Republican Party in 1856, he attended the first Republican National 

Convention that nominated John Fremont. 

            This letter was written while he was visiting Washington as a lobbyist for business interests holding 

treaty claims against the Pottawatomi, Ottawa, Chippewa, and Miami Indians.  



      ñé It appears to me that the last six months of my life has been throwed awayéhad I known that I 

would have been detained one fourth the time when I came here I should have started back the same 

week I arrived here but we have been put off from one week to anotheréI canôt tell you when I will get 

a way from hereéI expect my Claims will be cut down probably to one half the am[oun]t allowed me 

by the Comm[issioner]s. And it will be so with all the claimants after the treaty. It is a discouraging 

business but we will make the Indians pay us the balance or kill ever(y) one of them ...ò 

$ 175.00 

 

14. (Masonic) Printed Invitation to Masonic Lodge Meeting of La Sincerite, New York, October 3, 

1807: Or. De New-York, le 3, du 10 m. m. Lôan de la V. L. 5807 [i.e. 1807] T.C. F. Vous êtes invit é 

par le VENERABLE de la R. L. LASINCERITE é 

      [New York: 1807] Quarto, partially printed circular letter, completed in manuscript, one page, plus 

integral address leaf, formerly folded, in very good, clean and legible condition. 

 

          This French speaking masonic lodge was evidently formed by refugees from San Domingo about 

1805 or 1806. West Indian Masonry came to America via these refugees who founded lodges in 



Louisiana, Philadelphia, New York and elsewhere beginning in the 1790ôs and continuing in the first 

decade of the 19th century. West Indian Masonry was apparently popular amongst seamen, especially 

sea captains, who helped in its spread along the east coast.                                                 $ 100.00 

 

 
 

1833 Maynardôs Earliest known manuscript ï hand-drawn map and letter - by the Dentist who would become the 

leading gun inventor of the Civil War 

 

15. Maynard, Edward (1813-1891), Manuscript map of 21 named properties in Sherburn, New York, 

with Autograph Note Signed, in pencil, to James Coolidge. Sherburn, undated, ca. 1831 -33  

Single sheet measuring 12 x 15 ½ inches. Some chips and tears, repaired with archival tape, with no 

significant loss of text. 

      The note reads: ñI can do nothing toward finishing the map until I have the distances which I have 

marked...If you can ascertain these distances, I think I can get along. P.S. When you have marked the 

distances on the lines, hand the sheet to Father, and he will send to bring it to meéPut the distances 

down in chains and links...The scale I use is set for that way of measuringéò 

 

      Ten years before the Civil War, Maynard, then a popular Washington, D.C. dentist, invented the breech-

loading gun known as the Maynard Carbine, which would be used by thousands of Union and 

Confederate Cavalry soldiers. This map, drawn 20 years before, as a 19- or 20-year-old West Point 



dropout, may be the earliest known example of his youthful talents. (The Maynard Papers at the Library 

of Congress apparently date from 1836, after he had relocated to Washington.) 

 

           When young Maynard drew this map of the properties adjacent to the farm of his father, a New York 

state legislator and County Sheriff, he had just quit West Point where he had found the drill too 

strenuous for his ñdelicate healthò.  Returning to his home in Sherburn to begin the self-study of 

surveying, civil engineering, drawing, architecture and anatomy - all in preparation for his chosen career 

of Dentistry ï he began to design and forge his own dental instruments, personally welding iron and 

steel at a local blacksmithôs shop, some of his inventions accepted as brilliant innovations in Dental 

instrumentation of the time. After briefly practicing Dentistry in Utica, in 1835, he moved permanently 

to Washington, D.C., where, in addition to his dental practice, he displayed skill in wood engraving, 

wood carving, clay modeling, painting and architectural drawing (which ñranked with the best efforts of 

the most accomplished experts.ò) Working for a time in Europe as ñImperial Court Dentistò to the Czar 

of Russia, he returned to Washington to care for the teeth of an exclusive clientele that included several 

Presidents, being renowned in the capital as the first American Dentist to fill teeth with gold foil. But all 

this was prelude to the firearms invention that made him world famous among military professionals.  

 

          In 1845 he patented a system of priming consisting of a coiled, tape-like paper strip containing fifty 

fulminate caps spaced at equal distances apart, and a mechanism which automatically fed the tape, a 

cap at a time, from the recess of the gun in which it was protected, into position for firing. The Maynard 

tape primer, as it was called, was adopted by the federal government and generally used by the 

governments of Europe. In 1851 he patented an improvement in breech-loading rifles here which, with 

subsequent improvements made by him in the succeeding fourteen years, brought about the general 

adoption of the Maynard rifle by governments and sportsmen throughout the world. Prior to 1886 he 

patented also a number of minor improvements in firearms, including a method of converting muzzle-

loaders into breech-loaders; a method of joining two rifle or shotgun barrels to permit a longitudinal 

expansion or contraction; and a device to indicate the number of cartridges in a magazine of a repeating 

firearm.  

    $ 175.00 

       Dictionary of American Biography, vol. VI, pp., 457-458 

 



 
 

 16. (Menu) Banquet offert à Monsieur Ferdinand De Lesseps, par la Société Commerciale, 

Industrielle & Maritime dôAnvers, Le 5 Juin 1880 é 

      Anvers: Lith. S. Mayer [1880] 

 

        Magnificent Pictorial Banquet menu with a map showing the proposed Panama Canal, with elaborate 

naval fittings, harbor view and sailing ships in honor of Ferdinand de Lesseps. Measures 13 ȩ x 9 Ĳ 

inches, printed in three colors on card stock, corners bumped, otherwise in fine, clean condition. 

Includes the multiple course menu. 

 

       Ferdinand Marie, Comte de Lesseps (9 November 1805 ï 7 December 1894) was a French diplomat 

and later developer of the Suez Canal, which in 1869 joined the Mediterranean and Red Seas, 

substantially reducing sailing distances and times between Europe and East Asia. 

 

       He attempted to repeat this success with an effort to build a Panama Canal at sea level during the 

1880s, but the project was devastated by epidemics of malaria and yellow fever in the area, as well as 



beset by financial problems, and the planned Lesseps Panama Canal was never completed. 

Eventually, the project was bought out by the United States, which solved the medical problems and 

changed the design to a non-sea level canal with locks. It was completed in 1914. 

 

       At the time of this banquet de Lesseps was heavily involved in trying to raise the funds for the 

construction of his Panama Canal project, it ended in a financial scandal.                           $ 400.00 

 

 

1837 Future St. Louis millionaire, as Missouri Pioneer, dreams of Texas ï but went on to make a Fortune in Gold 

Rush California and Montana 

 17. (Missouri) Dorriss, George [Poole], Autograph Letter Signed, Trenton, Todd County, Kentucky, 

Dec. 10, 1837, to Richard Asherst & Son, Philadelphia  

      Quarto, two pages, plus stampless address leaf, in very good, clean and legible condition. 

 

      ñSir I am on my way to Missouri, having seen my Brother concerning the payment of your note é he 

informs me that it is entirely out of his power é to pay your or any others unless he could collect his 



debts in the South, I agreed with him as I have declined business with the idea of emigrating to Texas 

this spring coming and am compelled to close my accounts with my customers on account of the times 

to await with them till Christmas come twelve months, providing you were willing to exchange his paper 

for good and responsible notes of the kind I am taking on my Missouri customers dollar for dollar I will 

make the exchange if you will authorize your agent in time é Sir the matter is entirely with you, this is 

all I can possibly do é write me at Columbia Boon County Missouriéò  

 

 

       Born in Tennessee, Dorriss worked in his fatherôs mercantile business until the lure of mining took him 

to Illinois, where he started his own business in Shawneetown (later Todd County, Kentucky) and 

served as n Army General in the Black Hawk War, thus outranking Illinois Captain Abraham Lincoln. In 

1836, the US Government purchased 3000 square miles of land from Indians in territory northwest of 

the state of Missouri who agreed to be relocated to reservations west of the Missouri River. Nine months 

before the 30-year-old Dorriss wrote this letter, President Van Buren proclaimed that land part of 

Missouri state and opened it for settlement. Dorriss quickly bought up a valuable tract of land in the 

new frontier territory, where, rather than moving to Texas, he remained with his family, buying up land 

throughout the states ï thousands of acres, including a slave plantation ï and being elected to the state 

Legislature. A decade later, when gold was discovered in California, the already wealthy Dorriss, 

became a Forty-Niner. He outfitted 40 wagons with goods and trekked overland to Sacramento, where 

he became one of the first Gold Rush merchants with goods to sell. When the gold petered out, he 

returned to Missouri, moving to St. Louis. During the Civil War, he supplied mining equipment to the 

new gold-seekers of Montana. By the time he died in 1882, Dorriss owned real estate throughout St. 

Louis, including 50 landscaped acres on which he built an imposing mansion. He left a fortune that 

enabled one of his descendants, at the turn of the century, to establish the St. Louis Motor Car Company 

which played an important part in the fledgling American automobile industry.               $ 100.00 

 

 



 

1854 Future (despised) Reconstruction Governor of Georgia as young Western Union telegrapher and Spiritualist 

skeptic 

18. (New York) Bullock, Rufus, Autograph Letter Signed ("Ruf"). Utica, New York, April 6, 1854,  to 

his father, V.V. Bullock, Albion, Orleans County, New York.    

       Small quarto, 6 pages, accompanied by original mailing envelope, in very good, clean and legible 

condition. 

 

        ñDear Father, 

              ...perhaps you have not heard of the New Telegraphic arrangement whereby we get Chicago, 

Detroit, Milwaukee and other Western Lake business. The House folks have taken a perpetual lease 

of the Line known as the Lake Erie Line or 'Western  O.Riely Line', the wires are brot in our Offices at 

Cleve. & Buff. so you see we now have two Lines on different routes to Cd. which will make a pretty 

sure thing for Cd. from Buffalo always. That will make us 'Reliable' and consequently give the largest 

share of the Lake business between those places to the [Western?] Union Line. It also gives us answers 

beside a large share of original business from the west for the State Line. The new arrangement went 



into effect on the first of Apl,,, The contracts for building the new House Line from Cd. to Chicago are 

all signed and completed. The Line is to be built and furnished by the RR Co. to be run on the Line of 

the Road. So there will be no delay for want of funds, with such men as E.C. Litchfield to back ité 

Last evening I attended a lecture delivered by Andrew Jackson Davis on the subject of 

Spiritualism. He thinks that Spirits can as well appear or make themselves Manifest on the Earth now 

as 1800 years since. That the raps-table turnings etc. are necessary attachments to excite the 

curiosity of the people to investigate, that unless there was some apparent mystery connected with it, 

no one would give a moments thot to the matter, but instead of examining for themselves (and 

consequently believing) that they would take the say so of others for the truth and believe 'because 

others did'. He asks one [tenth?] part the proof (altho he believes them himself) for the actual 

transpiring of many miracles set down in sacred History that can be given for many wonderful things 

in Modern Spiritualism, still he says millions believe without reserve those that are described in the 

Bible. 

He told some very 'fishy' yarns of 'Manifestations' he had seen and experienced for the truth of 

his statementséI havenôt taken the trouble to witness any more demonstrations since I was declared 

to possess the ' peculiar temperament' or 'Electrical affinityô for the disembodied Spirits of other 

people necessary to become a medium. I am now waiting for the 'affinity' to attract something 

unaided by the will of any third partyéò 

Written at age 20 by an employee of the forerunner of Western Union, who later moved to 

Georgia  to run an Express Company, which, at the start of the Civil War cooperated with the 

Confederacy;  and then, post-war, became the first Reconstruction Governor of Georgia, forced from 

office by the Ku Klux Klan ï and appearing in Margaret Mitchellôs Gone With The Wind as ña 

carpetbagger and scalawag who looted the state.ò 

Spiritualism ï the belief that contact could be made with the dead through ñmediumsò was all 

the rage in America in the 1840s and ó50s, Andrew Jackson Davis being one of the most popular 

ñclairvoyantsò and ñmagnetic healersò. 

With a small rubberstamp, ñThe W.H. Deppermann Collectionò. Deppermann was an 

Indianapolis journalist, publicity man for Walt Disney cartoons, and later, as a Western Union 

executive, an historian and collector of American telegraphy memorabilia. 

$ 100.00 

19. (New York) Campbell, William (c. 1767-1844) Archive of Manuscript Receipts, Documents and 

Letters Pertaining to William Campbell, Physician, Merchant , Surveyor , Money Lender, Land 

Investor, and Lawyer  of Cherry Valley, Otsego County, New York, 1790 -1848 

     Archive of approximately 1,540 papers, receipts, legal documents, memoranda, accounts, and 

correspondence pertaining to the career of William Campbell and the development of Cherry Valley, 

New York.  

        The archive begins with a 1790 manuscript memorandum in which Campbell and his father, Samuel, 

agree with Joseph White on a two-year term of apprenticeship in which White would instruct William 

Campbell in the study of medicine. The records continue with receipts for Campbellôs medical practice 

in 1795, and continues with papers for his expanding businesses, his drug and hardware store, surveying 

business and making maps, legal work, money lending, land investments, as well as work involving the 

Western Turnpike Company.  These papers chronicle the development of this western New York village 

as well as Campbellôs own life and expanding business empire. The papers also include receipts and 



correspondence dealing with the arrival of craftsmen from Cooperstown to Cherry Valley, cabinet 

makers, bookbinders and booksellers, etc.  

          The Campbell family were early and influential settlers of Cherry Valley. James Campbell was the 

first of the family to settle in the area arriving about 1740. He was the father of Samuel Campbell; William 

Campbell was his grandson.  

          Cherry Valley was the first white settlement in Otsego County, dating from a land grant made by the 

authorities of New York to John Lindesay and others in 1738, the settlement was made in 1740. In 1778, 

during the Revolution Cherry Valley was attacked by Tories and Indians Samuel Campbellôs buildings 

were burned, his wife with several children were taken captive and carried to Montreal, where, after an 

absence of two years they were exchanged for the family of Col. John Butler.  

        In 1780 the settlement was attacked again by Native Americans, eight of the remaining settlers were 

killed and fourteen taken captive. In 1783 General George Washington, accompanied by Governor 

George Clinton and others while on an extended tour through the state stopped in Cherry Valley where 

they were entertained at the home of Samuel Campbell.  

       With the return of peace settlers returned and rebuilt the village. The township was organized in 1789. 

The settlement expanded and grew with the influx of western emigrants who traveled on the turnpike 

that passed through town. Dr. William Campbell helped it grow and prosper and prospered himself in 

the process.  

     William Campbell born circa 1767, died October 27, 1844, was a physician, merchant, surveyor and 

politician from Cherry Valley, Otsego County, New York. He was the eldest son of American 

Revolutionary War colonel Samuel Campbell (1738-1824) and Jane Cannon Campbell (1743-1836.  

     Campbell, in addition to being a physician, ran a drug and hardware store in Cherry Valley. The store 

was run in partnership with John Duill, until 1808, when it was carried on as a partnership known as 

Campbell and Dunlap. He helped lay out and survey routes for the turnpikes beginning in 1799 with the 

Western Turnpike that connected Cherry Valley to settlements in the east and the developing 

settlements to the west. He went on to serve as director of the Western Turnpike Company. Campbell 

also was an attorney. Campbell was also involved in the local affairs of his town, in the establishment of 

the Cherry Valley Academy, and as one of the Overseers of the Poor. He also served as town supervisor 

in the 1830s.  Campbell was elected to the New York State Assembly in 1816 and 1817 as a Federalist, 

and again in 1827.  Campbell was New York State Surveyor General from 1835 to 1838.    

$ 3,500.00 



 

News from the Pennsylvania Frontier 1795 

 

20. (Pennsylvania) Cunningham, William, Autograph Letter Signed, Forks of the Yough Settlement, 

Fayette County, Washington Township, Pennsylvania, to his cousin, R. C., 1795  

      folio, 2 ½ page letter, inscribed on a four-page folding letter sheet, old folds and creases, some spotting, 

ink faded on several lines of text, remains of sealing wax on integral address leaf, else in good, clean 

legible condition. 

 

       Cunningham, in this letter, writes to his cousin giving an account of his familyôs life and activities, the 

death of his brother, and a picture of conditions at this frontier settlement in Western Pennsylvania 

along the Youghiogheny River, and a planned move and trading venture to Cincinnati and the Ohio 

country by river that went wrong: 

  

       ñDr. Couzen, 

 

              I take this opportunity to let you know that I and my small family is all in a Tolerable good state of 

health at presenté and that you desired a particular account of the tragical fate of my brother John 



which lamentable account é undertake to relate é on the first day of May in the year 1794 he married 

Sarah Bell a Widow Womans Daughter which was a sober Religious and Affectionate helpmeat to him 

é he would go down the River to the Miamies or Cininnate and buy land é all thought best that John 

and Peter Bell his Brother in law should go down in Spring and take a venture of such articles as best 

suited the Country and rase a crop and then return and take down the families in the faul, in March 95 

he bought a boat whiskey, Iron Steel castins and flowr &c and every preparation for their Journey with 

speed that was in their power é Deep the Night dark and he somewhat lower than the lower fording 

went to the channel of the run the bank washed down more than perpendicular and in one step was in 

water between 9 and 10 foot deep and about 10 or 11 oôclock Wednesday night and Friday next was 

found within one Rod of the spot éò [sic] 

$ 200.00 

 

 
 

1850 Threat to burn down a Pennsylvania city of refuge for fugitive slaves 

21. (Pennsylvania) Harbaugh, M. L., Autograph Letter Signed, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, June 15, 1850, 

to her mother, Mrs. Margaret A. Linn, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania . 
      Quarto, three pages, plus stamp less address leaf, in very good, clean, and legible country. 



 

      ñDear Mother,  

éThis place is very healthy now. I know of no disease or sickness at all except among a few old people. 

We had a great many alarms of fire a few days ago, a party of fellows from Phil. came up here and 

threatened to burn this place down but they were discovered too soon. They have had a watch out 

since and nothing is heard of them now. The place is not large enough for such persons to do any injury 

to it...ò 

Why did the writer not mention the cause of the threatened arson? Mary Louisa Harbaugh was the 

newly-married young wife of Rev. Henry Harbaugh, a minister of the German Reformed Church, a 

conservative of Swiss-German descent who was a prolific writer and orator but was remarkably silent 

on the subject of slavery.  On the other hand, Mrs. Harbuaghôs father, a prominent Lewisburg lawyer, 

was an adamant Abolitionist who had broken with the Democratic Party in 1840 to support the Free 

Soil presidential candidacy of James Birney.  Maybe the young woman, 10 years younger than her 

husband, thought it best to avoid the subject for the sake of domestic harmony. 

But it would not be surprising if Lancaster and the neighboring town of Columbia, 11 miles to the west, 

were favorite targets of pro-slavery fanatics. Lancaster was the home of Thaddeus Stevens, one of the 

most vehement ñradicalò abolitionists in the US Congress, and, even before the passage that year of 

the Fugitive Slave Act, the city was an important way station of the Underground Railroad fugitives who 

proceeded from there to Columbia to cross the Susquehanna River, counting on assistance from the 

large free Black population.  This notoriety must have attracted pro-slavery ñincendiariesò who found 

arson a convenient weapon. 

Perhaps the subject of slavery, which often caused dissension within the German Reformed Church, 

was also a sensitive topic throughout the community. The Lancaster newspaper only reported that week 

that some ñyoung scampsò had attempted to set fire to a building near the Rail Road. But only a young 

Black man was arrested on suspicion of arson, soon being released ñfor want of sufficient evidence.ò  

The day after Mrs. Harbaugh wrote this letter, a large fire did rage in Columbia, burning down nine 

houses of ñindigentò families, as well as the offices of the Columbia Spy newspaper. (ñSpyò in the title 

was allegedly a subliminal reference to the cityôs reputation as a secret refuge for escaped slaves.) The 

Lancaster paper noted only that this was ñthe work of incendiariesò, who were seen running from the 

scene before they could be arrested.                                                                                     $ 175.00 

 



 
 

22. (Pennsylvania - African Americans) Minute Book of the Providence Improvement Association of 

Delaware County Pennsylvania, 1929 -1939 

    quarto, 91 typed and manuscript pages, plus blanks, bound in original ½ leather and cloth boards, front 

board stamped: ñProvidence Improvement Association.ò Very good condition. 

 

    ñThe chief purpose of the Association is to supply comfortable houses at a reasonable cost to colored 

peopleéò The majority of the members of this association hailed from the area of Media, Moylan, 

Swarthmore and Wallingford, Pennsylvania. The president was J. Passmore Elkinton, of Moylan.  

$ 650.00 

 



 
 

1840 An enthusiast for the presidential candidacy of William Henry Harrison, recording a ñchatò with ñOld Tipò on the 

campaign trail. 

23. (Political Americana) Gebhart, F., Autograph Letter Signed, Dayton, Ohio, June 28, 1840, to ñMy 

worthy friend and Harrisonianò L. Snyder, Merchant, Somerset, Pennsylvania 

      Quarto, 3 pages, plus stamp less address leaf, hole from seal opening, no loss of text, else in very 

good, clean, and legible condition. 

 

      ñMy Dear and Worthy Harrisonian, 

 

        é It gave me great pleasure to hear that my old friends in Somerset appear to be Wide Awake and 

not found napping at so important a crisis as this is ï or these Van Ruinous times which we at present 

are obliged to labour under. However I trust and hope that we shall be able to throw off the yoke which 

has been a Burthen to this County for several year, I say do your duty in Old Pennsylvania. Donôt be 

disgraced by giving or rather suffering the vote to go for Van. If you exert yourselves I know you have 

the power. I say then pick your flint and never give up till the enemy is Conquered ï and the Country 

restored to What it was in Good old Democratic times. 



            You say times are very dull in your place and that you have nothing to do in the way of selling goods 

ï and that you feel like Shutting up Shop and using all your Humble Efforts for Old Tip ï in other words 

for the Salvation and Redemption of the once Beloved but now distressed Country. I hope you may 

have Double Strength granted and persevere and not look Back in the Glorious Cause. 

             Old Tip was in this place a few weeks ago. When he was on his way to the Celebration at Fort 

Meigs in the morning he left his place I had a little chat with him. He appeared to me to be in better 

health and his appearance, stronger then it was four years ago when I saw him in Philadelphia. Indeed 

he told me he was much stronger and his health greatly improved to what it was several years ago (the 

old fellow is Electioneering)éò 

An interesting letter, for several reasons.  First is the very early use of the political phrase ñWide 

Awakeò, adopted by a shadowy group of collegiate Lincoln enthusiasts in the presidential election of 

1860, becoming synonymous with supporters of the new Republican Party in the decade before the 

Civil War. The other point of interest is the writerôs reference to ñOld Tipò (i.e. Tippecanoe) General 

William Henry Harrisonôs health, a frequent subject of discussion in his two presidential campaigns, 

which proved to be foreboding as he died just weeks after his Inauguration as President. 

$ 150.00 

 

 

 



 
 

24. (Slavery ï Political Americana) Harden, Ben, Autograph Letter Signed, Baltimore July 8, 1852, to 

Meredith Poindexter Gentry, Member HR Washington DC, on the Death of Henry Clay and the 

need for Southerners to Support the Whig Party in order to Sustain the Institution of Slavery 

against Northern Animus  

      folio, three pages, formerly folded, in good, clean and legible condition. 

 

       Harden a southerner and in sympathy with slavery -  writes to Meredith Poindexter Gentry, a Tennessee 

Congressman, seeking his support for the Whig party and its nominees in the wake of the death Henry 

Clay, the partyôs elder statesman. Harden presents his case as an existential crisis for the institution of 

slavery; a Whig party failure in Hardenôs words, would lead to the downfall of slavery and the dissolution 

of the Union. Northern legislators and abolitionists would seize the advantage to destroy slavery and 

the southern way of life. 

 



        ñMy dear Sir, 

                As the melancholy event of the death of the great and good clay and the anniversary of our 

national independence have both passed which have given much room for reflection and serious 

conclusions under this state of mind as a southern man partaking of the principles of the south the 

preservation as it is of the union of the states I beg leave as an old sledger in the great cause of our 

country to thus address you not being personally acquainted with you but as publick men are 

considered publick property I hope you will give ear to my opinions  we as whigs (you being a prominent 

actor) have always  claimed to be the advocate of the policy which if carried out would most promote 

the Interest prosperity and happiness of the American people and as we have held the Executive 

department of government for the last four years which has been administered with much credit and 

ability and should we be able to gain the next term and hold on for a few years longer locofocoism  will 

starve out and the whig party will ultimately gain the ascendancy in both branches of the National 

Legislature and carry out the great and fundamental principles of the party which have been so 

gloriously advocated by the much esteemed Father of the party Henry Clay whose name and principles 

should be observed by all lovers of freedom as their great polar star never to be deserted or forgotten 

ï Genl Scott long devoted to the protection and preservation of the union ought to satisfy any man of 

soundness but since his acceptance of the nomination and platform no man ought to ask further 

declarations and he who canôt support him now I feel afraid have other objections which propriety or 

shame would prevent from making known ï If the é principles of the Whig party ever were sound, and 

I am sure they are, they remain so yet, and he that used to support them ought to support them still 

unless he has changed and if such be the case then for consistencyôs sake the truth should be mad 

known and show a clear footing ï As a southern man I consider that the two existing parties Whig & 

Dem are the only safety and sure guarantee of southern institutions and that the downfall of the whig 

party would be certain destruction of the Institution of Slavery and the probable downfall of the union ï 

the North shows no disposition at present to meddle with States Rights but as the North or Non 

slaveholding states have a large majority ï the moment you break up the whig party in the country the 

North will unite against the South and as the North will always have the ascendancy in Congress and 

when the ties of Whig & Dem ceases to exist then their Natural hatred for what they call the oppressors 

of mankind will induce them to move in the matter which would be certain destruction of the harmonious 

existence of the glorious union although we so strenuously endeavor to adhere to the principles of the 

constitution no one doubts the power and right of Revolution and should the south measure arms the 

members of the North with our domestics to be kept in subjection would give them decidedly the 

advantage and enable them to annihilate the Institution of Slavery ï the very principle and long hoped 

for design of every northern fanatic so while we keep the whig party in the ascendant and keep up this 

warm and agitated excitement between the whigs and Dem the Slave question will be safe ï then why 

is it that men of great intelligence from the south whigs of high standing and order of Intellect should 

not see the dangerous results attending the refusal to support their candidate particularly after they had 

agreed to go into convention and submit the claims and chances of their favorite to the decision of a 

convention, why the most ordinary schoolboy would have a higher sense of honour than to back out 

under such circumstances ï men of refinement, capacity and knowledge should reflect  before pursuing 

so rash an act and if even once done it would be more noble and patriotic to retrace their steps and fall 

in with the ranks of the men who so long and so nobly stood by the great patriot and statesman for 

whom the nation now so deeply mourns. 

              I do hope for the sake of the Glorious principles of the whigs that the south will give an undivided 

support to the nominees of the great whig national convention as for Maryland with all her love for the 

South and her and her own Rights and the Constitution ï I am sure that her noble sons of noble sires 

will tow the mark as in bygone days and give a triumphant majority for Scott & Graham then for the 



Honour and glory of our common country do not let a single noble hearted son of the South of the whig 

party of Clay and of mankind by withholding his support of the nominee. The question has now settled 

down between Scott and Pierce then is it possible that men of nationality will not obtain a triumphant 

majority over a man from that benighted abolition state of N.H. as truthfully said by the noble Thompson 

to be the dark place screeching and hooting of owls & den of Locofoco abolitionist é Ben Harden éò  

 

$ 350.00 

 

25. Taylor, Lt. Alexander H., Group of Letters by a Pennsylvania Civil War Veteran who Settled in 

Colorado Territory, 1865 -1867 

       Group of 19 letters, 49 manuscript pages, includes several retained mailing envelopes, in generally 

good, clean legible condition. Taylor employs his own idiosyncratic spelling due in part to the 

interruption of his education by the Civil War.  

          Group of letters from Alexander H. Taylor a young man, from Yellow Springs, Blair County, 

Pennsylvania, Civil War veteran, to his friend Margaret ñMaggieò Junk, of Juniata County, Pennsylvania. 



Taylor evidently interrupted his schooling in 1861 when he mustered into service in the 84 th Regiment 

Pennsylvania Volunteers, serving in Co. E.  Taylor was promoted from Corporal to Sergeant March 23, 

1862, to Second Lieutenant, May 23, 1863; to First Lieutenant January 2, 1864; mustered out, 

December 6, 1864, the expiration of his term.  

       At the end of his service, he returned to Yellow Springs where he engaged in farming. Taylor shortly 

thereafter, moved to Martinsburg and Williamsburg, also in Blair County, seeking work on the railroad. 

Taylor met Maggie Junk of McCullochôs Mills, Juniata County at some point either during his Civil War 

service or shortly thereafter, and began a correspondence. Taylorôs letters comprise a courtship 

correspondence albeit a diffident one, as Taylor leaves Pennsylvania for the far west and Maggie 

behind.  

       Taylor travels by rail to St. Louis and on to Kansas City, staying time in several towns in Missouri before 

traveling on to Iron Springs, Colorado Territory. Taylor then travels to Santa Fe, New Mexico via 

stagecoach of the Sante Fe Stage Company on the Santa Fe trail. Taylor returns to Colorado settling 

in Trinidad and Hole in Prairie, purchasing land and operating a stage station for the Santa Fe Stage 

Company. Taylor later entered politics serving in the Colorado Legislature in 1877, representing the 

Twelfth District of Las Animas.  

       Taylorôs letters relate his travels and activities from Pennsylvania westward, work farming, visits to 

Mexican women and chronicles the dissolution of the couples courtship due to the distance between 

them.  

      ñYellow Springs May 20, 1865 

       Miss Junk Dear Friend, 

          é I got dun planting come last Wednesday on Thirsday I went to Hollidaysburg to a circus é I had 

two young ladies with me é you said you was at a kissing party I wod off liked to bin thar for I hav not 

had a kiss for so long that wud not no what one was like. You said you thought the young gents was a 

fraid of you they must be strang young men down thar I entend to giv you a call some of thos times and 

I donte think you will hav the same opinion of me when I leave as you have of some of the young men 

about thar. I hope you will be successful with that young officer you set your cap for é A. H. Taylorò  

       ñMartinsburg March 1, 1866 

        Miss Maggie, dear Friend 

             I hav now quight going to School I hav given up on the R.R. I hav not maid up my mind yet what I 

will do yet if I thought I cud git at sumpthing that wod soot me I think I wod go west I want to git to 

clirking in a store if I can. You must think I am not capable of self govement by the way you speak you 

say if I go on the R.R. it wod spoil me I was in the army four years and did not git spolit so I do not fear 

giting spoilt on the R.R.If I go west I will call to see you if I can find you if I can find you pleas tell me 

which way I will hav to come and all about it é A. H. Taylorò  

      ñYellow Springs June 17, 1865 

        Dear Friend, 

            é I was in Washington a couple of weeks agoé I left Home on Wednesday and got back on 

Saterday so you may no I had not much time to stay I called at Mt Vernon about half a day the people 

are all getting alonge very well. Since I came home I have been working like a good boy I just got done 



Plowing some I want to go to Mill this afternoon then I must fix up and get to Williamsburg to spend the 

evening best I can. You spoke of you going to have a celebration on the 45th of July We hav one for the 

Returned Soldiers on that day. The table is to be one mile and a half longe. I anticipate a grand time 

on that day é I have not took a drink of whiskey since last winter é A. H. Taylorò  

      ñMartinsburg Feb. 4, 1866 

      Miss Maggie L. Junk, 

         é I went to Williamsburg and from thar I went to Spendcreek between Huntingdon and Tyrone. I had 

a very pleasant time. I have attended quight a number of Parties this winter. I have invitation to one on 

Monday night. I am not sure if I will go or not. It does not pay attending parties while a person is going 

to School. I canôt attend parties and study boath. Thar is a big meeting that commences here today. I 

sepos that will hav some affect on the Party folks é I am agoing to quight school in about a month and 

go on the Rail Road, if I donôt change my notion by that time If I donte go on the R. R. I will go west I 

think. I am not sure what I will git at yet. é If I go west I will call to see you as I go out é A. H. Taylorò  

      ñTrinidad Colorado Territory July 14, 1866 

       Miss Maggie L. Junk, 

            I sepose you think I had forgoten you é I will try to giv you a ashorte history of my trip since I left 

Williamsburg Pa & bid my friends fairwell and turned my face westwards on the 26 day of March 1866. 

I got to Pittsburg on the 27th I got a ticket for St. Louis Missoria by the way of Columbus, Richmond 

Indianapolis & Terre Haut. I got into St. Louis on the 29th & left their on the 30th for Kirkwood 15 miles 

up the Pacific Rail Road. I only remained there one night. The next day I took the Train for Jefferson 

City I arrived their about 9 p.m. I did not like the looks of the place so I went to Sedalia on the same 

train. This is about 190 miles above St. Louis ï I remained there two weeks. I then went to Dresdon 7 

miles above and staid their two weeks from their I came to Kansas City MIssoria 283 miles west of St. 

Louis. I remained their one month I was wating to get in with a oughtfight to go to California. But I did 

not succeed in finding one. I then came to the conclusion I would go to New Mexico, so I started on the 

29th day of May for Santa Fee New Mexico, it is about 900 miles from Kansas City to Santa fee. The 

Santa fee Stage Comy was agoing to stock the Road through to Santa fe so I came out with them, we 

landed in Santa fee on the 1st day of July. I did not stay their longe. I am now in Colorado Territory. The 

people in this country liv in little huts about like our Hog pens in the east. They build them with nothing 

but clay. The Mexicans hav no furniture in their houses. All they hav got is one Bale each one has got 

a sheep skin to set on when they go to eat they all git around the Bale on their sheaps and all eat out 

of one Bole. I am near the Rocky Mountains. I can go up on the High Hills and see plenty of snow. é 

A. H. Taylor  Address Grays Ranch Hureford County Colorado Territoryò  

       Iron Springs C. T. Sept. 22/66 

       ñé You ought to see me ceeping house I am ceeping station on the Road from Kansas City to Santa 

fe New Mexico I hav a splendid cook all I do is finde the Provisions é I am neither dead or married or 

do not expect to be soon for there is no women in this country and I do not expect to go to the states 

for a while. é you also wanted to no if their was any one with me that I was any one with me that I was 

acquainted with , their was a young man come out with me but we has got separated I do not no where 

he has got to é I feal better here than if I was among my old friends I always finde friends wheir ever I 

go if a man conducts himself like a gentleman he will always finde plenty of friends. I think I will make 

this my home . I hav taken up 160 acres of land and intend to take up 160 more this fall, I am a going 

to farming in the spring if I do not change my minde before that time, I am a going to git my brother to 



come out here and take a piece of land also. You Spoak of getting Married of course I can have no 

objection, but I am sorry you do not love your entendid as I would want a woman to love me under such 

circumstances, you said you loved another better than you did him. By the way you write it is me I am 

sorry this is the case. I hav tolde you what I entend to do, that I entend to make this my Home and I am 

near shure you would not want to come out to this wilde western country. It would be taking you from 

your friends & Home and placing you among strangers where I do not think you would be contented. 

Ther is no person livs nearer than 15 miles of me. Would you be willing to live in such a place for me if 

so let me know what write I want you to open minde on this subject tell me all do ceepe anything backé 

A H. Taylorò  

       ñHole in Prairie Dec. 17 1866 

        Friend Maggie, 

                Yours of the 30th of Oct. was received a few days ago so it was read with pleasure but not 

satisfactory to me. You did not say if you loved me a nough to marry me or not. You said if you could 

Love me enough to marry me you would be willing to go with me eny place at all that that I wanted to 

go. I want to no if you do or do not ï This is the question I want you to ancer. I will now try to tell you 

what I am doing. I hav taken up a peace of Land at the above named place. I have got a House and 

stable up & am now ceeping Stage stock for the Santa Fe stage co. They give me $ 7 a weak for 

boarding hands. I have got a man for a cook. We have a gay time ceaping Bach ï I expect to remain 

here for sum time if I do not sell out this winter. If I do I think I will go to Arizona in the spring I intend to 

ceap on going west for a cupple of years yet. Then I am agoing to start east again to hunt a wife é A. 

H. Taylorò  

      ñHole in Prairie Feb. 24 /67 

       Friend Maggie, 

           é You appear to think I asked you a question that was out of place for you to ancer. Perhaps it was 

but I think not. You say since you sean me their has bin a grate change in your mind in regard to the 

Love you had for me why this is I am unable to say. I now consider my question ancered in the 

negativeé You think I do not want to git married. Here is wheir you are misakened. I am a coming to 

the states in two or three years to git married to sum one. I hav a grate many Lady friends in the states. 

I think I can find one who will soot me. The business I am now engaged in requires me to git married I 

am now at a marriageable age. I have travled over a good part of the country and hav now com to the 

conclusion that a man will not git Rich by Travling. I hav maid up my mind to settle down and try to 

content myself. I am to fond of Ladies Society to settle down in this country wheir there is no Ladies 

without giting married. I am to much a Lover of the Opeset Sects. é You wanted to know how I was 

giting along . I hav no reason to complain. I am still ceaping Bachelers Hall. I was at one ball cince I 

came to the country you ought to of seen me swing the Mexican Womans we had more sport than 

when Graney died é A. H.T.ò   

       ñHole in Prairie May 17th, 1867 

         Dear Friend Maggie, 

            é The Indians are giting very bad in theas parts. We expect them troublesome this summer. The 

Farmers are busy putting in their crops. I am busy diging a well after I git that dun I will have nothing 

more to do till hay is ready to cuté I have a gay old time going around to see the Mexican Womans 

this summer. If thay was Americans I would much rather visit them for I cant talk Spanish very well yet 



and they are not the best looking people that I ever seen either. You aught to just hear me talking their 

Linga I git about two words of American to one of Spanish ï I sepose you people in the states are busy 

planting corn now. I would not mind to be their myself a while but I think I can stand it in this country a 

year or two before I go to the states. I do not no what I would do if I was their. I could not work for going 

to see the Ladies. You no I am very fond of Ladies Society although you onely sean me but onest. I 

hav not changed a bit cince that time. Hav you bin at Mt. Union cince I sean you their. I wonder how 

the young Ladies ar giting along their theas times. I have not heard from them cince I came west é A. 

H. Taylorò  

      ñTrinidad Col. Territory Sept. 10, 1867 

       Miss Junk, Dear Friend, 

            é You speak of being at Church and having so much fun, that is a quear place to hav fun. I would 

prefer a ball room in prefferance to a church. You say Lieut. Wolf was to see you. You speak as if he 

was not in very good company. I would be sorry to hear this was the case for he always was very 

particle about his company. He is to much of a gentleman to acociate with eney person that was not 

respectiable. I do not no why you always thought I did not cear enaything about you. I am shure my 

actions the first night I met you had no reason to make you doubt. If I had not of had rather a exalted 

opinion of you I would never a cept up the correspondence as long as I did. I would rather be to slow 

than to fast. Your last letter you spoak plain. You said you could not marry a man without your pairants 

concent and that you could not git to marry me because I am a stranger. I do not blaim them if they 

think I am not a fit man to marry thear daughter thay ar right in not giving their concenté But as thay 

hav refused to giv thar concent for you to marry a stranger I hav nothing more to say. é this is a 

question that neads thought and consideration. You hav a mind of your owne and I think capable of 

using it in this case. If you love eny other man better than you do me I do not want you. é A. H. Taylorò  

$ 2250.00 



 

1838 First patented electric motor in America 

26. (Technology) Ellsworth, Henry L., Letter Signed as Commissioner of the US Patent Office. 

Washington, D.C., June 16, 1838, to Thomas Davenport, New York  

       Quarto, 1 page, formerly folded, in good, clean and legible condition.  

 

 ñSir, 

          ...neither of the pending applications for patents for Electro-magnetic Machines have yet been 

finally acted upon, and... yours is the only patent which has yet been issued for such a machineéò 

     Davenport was a self-taught Vermont blacksmith who constructed the first American DC electric 

motor in 1834. Other inventors in Europe had accomplished the same feat, but Davenport was the 

first to patent his design in the United States. 

      Davenport used a battery-powered electric motor to operate a small model car on a short section 

of track, paving the way for the later electrification of streetcars. He later used his electric motor to print 

ñthe Electro-Magnetic and Mechanics Intelligencerò ï the first newspaper printed using electricity. 



Henry Ellsworth, appointed the first Commissioner of the US Patent Office, a position he held for ten 

years, had the distinction of sponsoring ground-breaking new technology, including Morseôs telegraph 

and Samuel Coltôs revolver.                                                                                                  $ 125.00      

 

 

1841 Future President Polk runs unsuccessfully for reelection as Governor of Tennessee 

 

 

xx. (Tennessee) Meredith, F. D., Autograph Letter Signed, Franklin, Tennessee, July 18, 1841, to 

James M. Critz, Lewisburg, Virginia  

       Quarto, two pages, plus stamp less address leaf, in very good, clean and legible condition. 

   

      Meredith writes in part: 

 

       ñéI got here on the 5th of JulyéThe corn crop here is very fine though backwardé The crops in the 

south have suffered very much for rain but not withstanding they may be called very good. Yesterday, 

I had the pleasure of hearing Gov. Polk and Mr. Jones speak, they both made fine speeches, there 



were some 15 hundred or two thousand persons present, Ladies and gentlemen. The majority paid the 

greatest attention that could have been done but I am sorry to say that there were some that had not 

any respect for either of the gentlemen and were to say that they had no respect for themselvesé I 

think Gov. Polk and Mr. Jones are both smart men, it is said that Jones is quite a different man from 

Gov. Cannon. I think that Jones and Polk are well matched. They both are smart to themselves and I 

might say to Tennessee alsoéò 

 

              When the writer heard James Polk speak in a rural city in Tennessee, south of Nashville, the 

former Speaker of the US House of Representative was the incumbent Jacksonian Democratic 

Governor running for reelection. Itôs odd that Meredith, writing to his friend Critz, a doctor and slave-

owning farmer, thought Polk and his Whig opponent, ñLean Jimmyò Jones, were ñwell matchedò as 

orators, because Jones was reputed to be a much more entertaining speaker and storyteller. In the 

election, a month later, Jones defeated Polk by a slim majority of 3,000 votes.  Two years later, Polk 

tried again for the same office and again lost to Jones.  With those defeats behind him, in 1844, Polk 

entered his partyôs convention as nothing more than a ñdark horseò candidate for Vice President.  But 

when no candidate for the Democratic presidential nomination could secure the necessary two-thirds 

majority, Polk emerged as the compromise nominee. He went on to defeat Whig Henry Clay for the 

Presidency, holding office as Commander in Chief during the victorious Mexican-American War. 

$ 150.00 

 



 
 

1855 - Travels of a young New England businessman in ñheathenishò Canada and the Midwest 

 

27. (Travel) ñIvesò, Autograph Letter Signed (ñIvesò). Buffalo, New York, March 19, 1855, to óJonnyô 

[John Champlin], apparently a former college classmate from Massachusetts or Connecticut  

       Quarto, 4 pages, in very good, clean and legible condition. 

 
       Ives writes describing his travels in Canada and the Midwest and Theatrical performances in Chicago: 

 
 ñéWell you see I am in the States again and I can assure you that I felt as glad to get this side of the 
St. Lawrence again as the Jews did to get the óother side of Jordanô after their forty years peregrination 

in the woods. It is no laughing matter, I can tell you, to ride four hundred miles by stage in the winter 

through the most heathenish county - as far as comfort to travelers is concerned - that God allow men 

to live in. 

I would give you some little description of the last four weeks if I could do it justice on paperé I will 

merely say that I have had a regular tempers and no mistake ï have seen the Elephant and the  

Elephantess too!éI have visited the Falls of Montmorency and slid down the great cone there ï which 



is what few Yankees can say ï and have seen Niagara in the winter which every person ought to see.  

At Montreal I made lots of acquaintances and had a regular jolly time. Colmanôs wife ï the proprietor of 

the Montreal House ï is a splendid woman. I got very well acquainted with her and had to play whist 

almost every night with her and sister. At Ogdenburgh i found some relationséOne night my cousin, a 

man about fathers age and myself had what we called a regular old Connecticut time ï that is eating 

walnuts and apples and drinking cider. We kept it up till about twelveéIt was the finest cider I ever 

tasted and was almost as sparkling as champagneé So far Jon I have kept clear of all scrapes and 

am getting along as óslickô as can be. Only a few weeks now from Illinoisé 

I look like thunder, have got nothing but a regular Canadian rig and  fursé not supposed to be 

particularly fashionable at this season of the yearé I expect to start for Cleveland sometime tomorrowé 

I havenôt had what may properly be called a tempers with a damsel this long while, the fact is the 

weather is not suitable for the dear ócraythersô to be out in. But I must tell you about the Theater I went 

to the other night. It is the only one open here now yet they got off some of the smuttiest performances 

I ever seen. One scene was decidedly rich ï a woman (and a duced pretty one too) went through the 

operations of undressing and going to bed ï pulled off dress and skirts, stockings and shoes and put 

on night cap and gown as natural as if she had been in her own room and no one looking. Of course 

all it amounts to was that she appeared at one stage after performance in a most duced low necked 

dress which was considerably too short for the fashion just nowéThere was also some very good light 

rope dancing by Mdle. Olinza etc. Oh John! You donôt know what you lose by not travellingé write me 

without fail to Cinti [Cincinnati] or Chicagoò                                                                            $ 100.00                                                           

 



 
 

 

1937 US Marine officer, undercover as Harvard monkey collector ï first American spy in Vietnam and Cambodia 

 

28. (Vietnam) Roberts, Quincy F., Typed Letter Signed as US Consul, Saigon, French Indochina. 

March 18, 1937 , to Andrew Wylie, c/o Rev. Gordon Smith, Bannethou, Annam [Vietnam].  

       Quarto, one page, plus original mailing envelope, and newspaper clipping mentioned in the letter, in 

very good, clean condition. 

 

      Passing on a letter from the Resident Superior of Cambodia, giving him a rare permit to visit the military 

territory of Haut-Chlong ï the present-day Mondul- Kiri province of Cambodia, which borders Vietnam  

to the east and south - to collect monkeys for the Harvard Primate Expedition of the Peabody Museum. 

 

      Reports of the Expedition say merely that Wylie was an ñAssistantò from Washington, D.C. He was, in 

fact, a big game hunter and explorer, secretly commissioned a Major in the US Marine Corps as an 

agent of the Office of Naval Intelligence. Descended from an old Washington society family, he had 

served in Europe during World War I, and afterwards, with the Hoover Relief Commission in Eastern 

Europe. Three years after his Indochina mission, in 1940, he was called to active service to head the 


